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HE following Letters were firſt publiſhed in 
1 America, at the beginning of the preſent year; 
where they had gone through two editions, before 
they came to my hand in London, about a fortnight 
ago. Being perſuaded that they were calculated to 


ſerve the cauſe of God and truth in general, I have 


immediately cauſed them to be printed here, at as 
low a price as I poſſibly could, that they might have 
the more general circulation. : 


If Chriſtianity hath not evidence enough of its 
truth to ſupport its own weight, let it fall. This ſen- 
timent is dictated by a perſuaſion, that the Bible is 
an appeal to the common ſenſe of mankind, as well 
as that it contains a proviſion for the wants of man- 
kind. Happy would it have been, if the Goſpel 
had been ſuffered to ſtand on that ground upon 
which its Divine Founder had placed it; then there 
would have been no room for the greater half of the 

A2 objections 
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objections which Deiſts now bring againff it; for it 
is evident, that the oppoſers of Chriſtianity do not, 
in general, view it, as it is to be found in the New. 
Teſtament, but as it bas appeared in its connection 
- with the «crooked politics of this world, with which 
it was never intended to be united; for the Great 
Maſter in Ifrael hath faid, Ay kingdom is not of this 
world. 3 8 


1 is s contended therefore, that, en 
religion of Ixsus, otherwiſe than as it is repreſented 
| 7 in the N ew-Teſtament, i is greatly liable to miſtake 
ö its nature and deſign. | 


1 1 highly approve of the manner in whack Mr, 
Wincheſter has treated the. ſubject in the enſuing 
ſheets ; for as Mr. Paine has aſſerted, that the Bible 
contains no account of the nature, and works of 
God (except in a few paſſages of the book of Job 
and in the nineteenth Pſalm) Mr. W. has brought 
forward (as a ſample of Scripture ſentiment and lan- 

' guage) a number of paſſages from the Bible, which 
for grandeur, ſublimity, and conciſeneſs, cannot be 
matched from all the writings of either ancient or 
modern Deifts. The Bible only wants to be known, 
in order to be admired ; and it only wants to be un- 
derſtood, in order to be approved of. Not that 
every thing which is recorded there is to be imitated 
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by us; no, many things are written for our warning, 
that we might avoid the follies and ſins which others 
had fallen into. 1 Cor. x. 6—t2. Now theſe things 
were our examples, to the intent that we ſhould nor 
Juſt after evil things, as they alſo luſted. Neither 
be ye idolators, as were ſome of them; as it is writ- 
ten, The people ſat down to eat and drink, and roſe 
up to play. Neither let us commit fornication, as 
ſome of them committed, and fell in one day three 
and twenty thouſand. Neither let us tempt Cnnis r, 
as ſome of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of 
ſerpents. Neither murmur ye, as ſome of them alſo 
murmured, and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for ex- 
amples ; and they are written for our admonition :— 
| Wherefore, let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take 
heed left he fall. 


If Mr. P. had recollected this paſſage, it would 
have ſaved him the diſcovery of his ignorance, in 
ſaying that there were ſuch things written in the 
Bible, that it ought rather to be clled the worf E'# 
demon than. the word of God. 


What Chriſtian en fappoled that every word, or 
ation, we find in the Old and New Teſtament, was 
agreeable to the will of God? And if Deiſts chuſe 
to repreſent the matter ſo, they fin both againſt re- 
\ , velation 
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velation and common ſenſe; But. it is aſked, in what 


ſenſe, then, can the wicked words and actions which 


are related in Scripture, be called the word of God? 
1 anſwer, in no other ſenſe are they to be ſo called, 
than, as a faithful hiſtory of the weakneſs and wick. 
edneſs of human nature, which God hath cauſed to 


be written for our warning, that we may avoid the 
like; and which he hath conveyed down to us, to- 


gether with the pureſt ſyſtem of morals, the moſt 


ſublime diſcoveries of his grace in CHRIST JEsvs, 


and the ſure word of prophecy: To each of which 


parts of Scripture, a degree of inſpiration ought to 
be aſcribed, ſuitable to their different nature, 


To illuftrate this thought, hiſtoric truth only is 
required to relate facts; moral purity, to give a right 
rule of action; wiſdom and goodneſs, to make known 
the doctrines of grace; and, divine preſcience, to 
foretell future events. Notwithſtanding the Bible is 
in the hand of every man, yet profeſſing Chriſtians 
have not much attended to the ſtudy of it; an oſten- 


| lible reaſon of which has been, the wide difference of 
ſentiment among different ſes, but probably the 
real reaſon is to be ſought for from the unwillingneſs 


of mankind to ſubmit to truth, which would bring 


painful convi tion, that their hearts are not right in 


the fight of God, as it is written, Men have loved 
9 a rather than light, becauſe their. deeds are 
| “ evil;” 
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« evil; but the day ſeems near at hand, when men 
muſt ſtudy the Scriptures, and be practically ac- 
quainted with them, in order to maintain even the 
ptofelſi on of Chriſtianity, For I apprehend that in- 
fidelity will ſo abound, that it will no longer be a. 


faſhionable thing even to pretend to religion; yea, 1 
think the rifing generation wil be, ith but ſmall 


exception, Infidels. 


I wiſh I may be miſtaken in my judgment of the 
times; but ſure I am, the Scriptures foretell an al- 
moſt general defection from revealed truth before 
the ſecond coming of Carisr. For when the Son 
of Man cometh, ſhall he find faith upon the earth ? 
In the proſpe& of theſe things, I ſincerely deſire, 


1, That my own faith may be unſhaken; that in 
the midſt of ſcoffings, I may endure to the end. 


2. That I may do ſomething for the confirmation 


of believers, by ſhewing that the apoſtacy (which 1 


think I foreſee) is only a fulfilment of the faithful 
word of Gop, and affords a freſh ground of truſt to- 
every real Chriſtian. 


3. That I may ſtir up the Giri of love among all 


the friends of CHRIST, that the Maſter may not find. 


us — each other, when he cometh, 
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And, laſtly, that 1 may ſo watch for his appear- 
ance, that I may be found before him without 


ſhame. 


5 | Nn. Vidler. 
No. 100, Homndſditch, | 
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LETTER 1. 
SIR, 3 

AM very ſorry that I have any occaſion to take up the 

the pen againſt ſuch an able writer as you are; but hav- 
ing devoted the principal part of my life to the ſtudy; prac- 
tice, and propagation of that religion, which you are pleaſed 
to ſtile Fabulous Theology, you muſt not be ſurpriſed at my at- 
tempting to vindicate it with the zeal and affeQion of a lover, 
who has found more real pleaſure therein than in all other 

If in this great, and to me infinitely important and inte- 

reſting debate, I ſhould gain any advantage over you, who are = 
ſo far my ſuperior in writing, it will evidently appear to be 10 
owing to the goodneſs of my cauſe, and the more extenſive 9 
knowledge of the Bible that I have attained beyond what you f 
profeſs. If you had known the ſcriptures better, I am per-,- 
ſuaded that you would never have attempted to repteſent them 
8 in the ridiculous light that you have done. 
8 ; As 
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As your book, called The Age of Reaſon, Wc. is wrote in a 
miſcellaneous manner, I have choſen the form of letters to 
communicate my thoughts to you and the ata upon the ſe- 
veral ſubjects therein treated of. | 

In this firſt letter I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that the ideas 
of the infinite wiſdom, power, goodneſs and mercy of God, 
which you profeſs to learn from the great body of the creation, 
J am able to learn, even from the New Teſtament, which 
you treat with ſo much contempt. And ] ſhall alſo, in ſome 
of theſe letters, prove (I hope to your ſatisfaction) that there 


is abundance more ſaid in the Bible reſpecting the Deity and 


his works, than you are willing to allow: for in order to ren- 


der that book of very little importance, you affect to repreſent 


that there is little or nothing in it reſpecting thoſe ſubjeQs, 
except in the xixth Pſalm and ſome chapters of the book of 
Job. But I am apt to think, that you would never have had 
the tenth part of the knowledge of the Divine perfections that 


you have, if yon had never read the Bible; for thoſe-who are 


without the knowledge of that deſpiſed book appear, as far as 
we can learn, to be almoſt totally ignorant of the true God, 
his glorious character, and his amiable perfections. 

I Mall begin with your very extraordinary aſſertion, given 
out in theſe words, © I recolle& not a fingle paſſage aſcribed 
to the men called Apoſtles, that convey any idea of what God 
is. The only paſlage that occurs to me, that has any refe- 
rence to the works of God, by which only his wiſdom and 
power can be known, is related to have been ſpoken by Jeſus 


«Chriſt, as a remedy againſt diſtruſtful care; © Behold the lilies 


if the field, they toil not, neither ds they ſpin.” This however ts 
far inferior to the alluſiens in Job, and in the 19th Pſalm; 
but it is ſimilar in idea, and the modeſty of the imagery i 
correſpondent to the modeſty of the man.” 

How could you have forgotten that moſt beautiful and ſub- 


. 
lime paſſage in 4s xvii. © Me delivered _—_— Paul to 
the Athenians? = 

« God that made the world and all things therein, ſecing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands: neither is worſhipped with men's hands, as 
though he needeth any thing, ſeeing he giveth to all life and 
breath, and all things: and hath made of one blood all nations 
of men, to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their ha- 
bitation ; that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every 
one of us: for in him we live, and move, and have our being; 
as certain of your own poets have ſaid, For we are alſo his 
offspring. Foraſmuch then as we are the offspring of God, 
we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or 
ſilver, or ſtone, graven by art or man's device.” And in the 


beginning of his Epiſtle to the Romans, he mentions the works 


of creation, and obſerves that God may be known thereby as 
follows: © For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs. Becauſe that which may be 
known of God is manifeſt in them, for God hath ſhewed it 
unto them. For the inviſible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead: ſo that 


they are without excuſe, Becauſe that when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, .but became vain in their ima- 
ginations, and their fooliſh heart was darkened. Proſeſſing 
themſelves to be wiſe, they became fools; and changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God, into an image made 
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beaſts, and creeping things, &c.“ Rom. i. 18—23. It is a 
WON and melancholy faQ, that all the nations who 

B 2 - have 
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have had only the book of creation to read, have been groſs 
idolators or ſtupid atheiſts; and generally extremely vicious 
in their morals: their horrid crimes are mentioned by St. Paul 
in the ſubſequent part of this chapter, and he ſhews, that God 
juſtly ! gave them up to uncleanneſs, becauſe they changed 
the truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped and ſerved the 
creature more than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 
Amen.” Ver. 24, 25. 

In the book of the Revelations, which you call a book of 1 

| ales, there may be found ſeveral beautiful expreſſions relating 
to God and his works, as Chap. iv. 11. © Thou art worthy, 

O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power: for thou 

haſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were 
created,” 

Chap. xvi. 7. # Fear God, and give glory to him, for the 

hour of his judgment is come: and worſhip him that made 

heaven and earth, and the ſea, and the fountains of waters.” 

Chap. xix. 1. © Alleluia; ſalvation, and glory, and ho- 
Nour, and power, unto the Lord our God.” 

Ver. 5, 6. © Praiſe our God, all ye his 1 and ye 
that fear him, both ſmall and great, PR for the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth,” 

The apoſtle John in his firſt epiſtle, gives us the moſt beau- 
tiful idea of what God is, that can poſſibly be expreſſed or 
conceived,” 

1 Jahn iv. 8. © He that loyeth nat knoweth not God; for 
God is love.” 

Ver. 16. And we have known and believed the love that 
God hath to us. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in him.“ 

And again, God is light, and in him is no darkneſs at 
all.” 2 1. J. | 
And 


191 
And the apoſtle James gives us a number of juſt ideas con- 
cerning God and his perfections in his ſhort epiſtle. 
Chap. 1.5, * If any of you lack wiſdom, let him 


aſk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 


not, and it ſhall be given him.” 

Ver. 13. Let no man ſay when he is . I am 
tempted of God : for God cannot be —— with evil, nei- 
ther tempteth he any man, &c.“ 

Ver. 17. © Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is 
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning.” 


Ver. 20. For the wrath 12 man worketh not the righte- 


ouſneſs of God.“ 

Ver. 27. Pure and undefiled | religion before God and 
the Father, is this. To viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himſelfunſpotted from the world. 

In fine, this whole epiſtle of James is one of the moſt excel- 
lent ſyſtems of true. religion that can be written ; ſuch ideas 
of God, and ſuch choice morals, ſuch principles of genuine 
liberty, equality, he rights of man, kindneſs, liberality, the 
nobleſt benevolence, threatenings againſt tyrants and oppreſ- 
ſors, and encouragements to thoſe who are patient ſufferers, 
&c. &c. of which this epiſtle is full, might have ſecured this 
part of ſacred writat leaſt from the odium you have attempted 


to pour upon the volume at large; and eſpecially as in this 


epiſtle there is no mention of what you call that gloomy ſubject᷑ 
of a man dying in agony on a croſs. But finding this book in 


the Bible, you are determined to deſpiſe it among the reſt ; 


though had it been written by the brighteſt genius now on 
earth, it would have been applauded as a maſter-piece. 

But above all, how could you repreſent my Lord and Maſ- 
ter Jeſus Chri in ſuch a contemptible point of light, as you 
have done in the quotation above recited? I will endeavour 


to 


* 


i, 


| 
= 
1 
| 
| 
q 
i 
} 
| 


1E 4.1 


to clear his character a little in this reſpect, by eiting a ſpeci- 

men a little more at large than you have done, of his noble 
diſcourſes againſt diſtruſtful care, and of the divine benevo- 

lence exerciſed towards all his works : And though the gene- 
rality of my readers would only need that I ſhould refer to the 
paſſages, yet as you declare, that you keep no Bible, I ſhall tran- 

ſcribe ſome texts for your conviction and inſtruction; for if 
there is any reference to the power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of 
God in the only paſſage that occurred to you, as fpoken by 
Jeſus Chriſt, © Behold the lilies of the field, they toil not, 
neither do they ſpin, what is there in the nn diſcourſe? 
St. Matt. vi. 25—34. 

« Therefore I fay unto you, Take no (anxious) though, 
for your life what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſha drink; nor yet 
for your body, what ye ſhall put on. Is not tne life more than 
meat, and the body than raiment ? Behold tae fowls of the 
air; for they ſow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are not ye 
much better than they ? Which of you, by taking thought, 
can add one cubit (or even an hair's breadth) unto this ſtature? 
And why take ye thought for raiment? Conſider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither do they 
ſpin: and yet I ſay unto yon, that even Solomon, in all his 
glory, was not arrayed like one of theſe. Wherefore, if God 
ſo clathe the graſs of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow 
is caſt into the oven, ſhall he not much more clothe you, O 
ye of little faith? Therefore, take no (anxious) thought, ſay- 
ing, What ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we drink? or wherse 
withal ſhall we be clothed ? (For after all theſe things do the 
Gentiles ſeek ;) for your heavenly father knoweth that ye have 
need of all theſe things, But ſeek ye firſt the kingdom of 
God, and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added 
unto. you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow : for 
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the morrow ſhall take thought for the things of itſelf. Suſi» 
ciento untothe (preſent) day is the evil thereof.” And there. 
fore we ſhould not borrow: or | anticipate the troubles of the 
following day, for that will always make our load of grief 
twice as heavy as otherwiſe it would be. 5 

And again in chap. x. he teaches his diſciples the molt ex- 


cellent leſſons of contemtment, wiſdom, innocence, fortitnde, 


reſignation, truſt in God, patience, refolation, and all the ge- 
nuine and patriotic virtues that ever adorned the greateſt ſoul 
of the moſt renowned heroes. How could you have ever read 
that chapter without being charmed with it? It is one of the 
moſt excellent, animating, and encouraging harangues that 
ever was made by a general to his ſoldiers. All low and mean 
purſuits and paſſions are here forbidden, ſuch as love of wealth, 
fame, worldly or ſenfual pleaſure, and that moſt cowardly 
paſſion, the fear of man. He inſpires them with that noble 
contempt of even life itfelf when it comes in competition 
with things of vaſt importance, which all true patriots feel 
when they boldly meet death for the good of mankind. I can 
hardly do juſtice to this moſt animating diſcourſe, without re- 
citing the whole, which would take up too much room, and if 
you kept à Bible, I ſhould only refer you to it, with an earneſt 
requeſt that you would read it with ſerious attention; but as 
you do not, I will quote a few paſſages. 

« Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 
kill the ſoul : but rather fear him who is able to deftroy both 
| foul and body in hell. Are not two ſparrows ſold for a far- 
thing? and one of them ſhall not fall on the ground without 
your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all num- 
bered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than — 
ſparrows.” Ver. 28, 29, 30, 31. 


Another diſcourſe of the fame nature, delivered tafae « 


very large aſſembly, is recorded by St. Zuke in chap. xii. out 


of 
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of which I ſhall quote a few paſſagts, for the reaſon given 
above. 
« And I ſay unto you; my friends, Be not afraid of PR 


that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can 
do. But I will forewarn you whom you ſhall fear: Fear 


him, who after he hath killed, hath power to caſt into hell; 


yea, I ſay unto you, Fear him. Are not five ſparrows ſold 
for two farthings; and not one of them is forgotten before 


God? But even the very hairs of your head are all num- 


bered. Fear not, therefore: ye are of more value than many 


a ſparrows.“ Ver. 45 5 6, 7. 


* And he ſaid unto his diſciples, Therefore I ſay unto you, 
Take na thought for your life; what ye ſhall eat; neither for 
the body, what ye ſhall put on. The life is mort than meat, 
and the body is more than raiment. Conſider the ravens; for 
they neither ſow nor reap ; which neither have ſtorehouſe nor 
barn, and God feedeth them. How much more are ye bet- 
ter than the fowls? And which of you with taking thought 
can add to his ftature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do 
thas which is leaſt, why take ye thought for the reſt ? Conſi- 
der the lilies how the grow; they toil not, they ſpin not; 
and yet I fay unto you, that Solomon; in all his glory, was 
not arrayed like one of theſe. If then God ſo clothe the graſs, 
which is to day in the field, and to-morrow is caſl into the 


oven; how much more will ye clothe you, O ye of little 


faith ? And ſeek not ye what ye ſhall eat, nor what ye ſhall 
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. - For all theſe things 
do the nations of the world ſeek after : and your father know- 


eth that ye have need of theſe things: But rather ſeek ye the 


kingdom of God, and all theſe —_ ſhall be added unto 


you.” Ver. 22—31. 


I ſhould not have recited ſo great a part of this excellent 


diſcourſe, being ſo nearly like that in St. Matt. vi. did it not 
evidently 
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evidently appear to be delivered at another time. And per- 
haps this may obviate another weak objection which you make 
to the evangeliſts, becauſe of ſome ſmall difference in their 
expreſſions ; for it is very poſſible, that where there is any 
conſiderable difference in their accounts, that they in fact re- 
late different events, on diffetent circumſtances of the ſame 
event. And thus thete Is no contradiction atall, but only one 
mentions ſomething which the other omitted. But make the 
worſt of the affair, and allow for the ſake of argument, that 
there are ſome few ſmall real differences in their accounts, 
this would be ſo far from overthrowing their teſtimony in the 
main, that it would rather tend to confirm it; for it is an ob- 
ſervation that will ſtrike all reaſonable men, that if the four 
evangeliſts were impoſtors, and had contrived together to forge 
their goſpels, they would hot have varied one from another in 
any circumſtance. So that the very thing you object to them, 
is a full proof of their being honeſt men who had no deſign to 
impoſe upon the world. 

I would not wiſh to weary you with quotations from the 
New Teſtament, which you appear fo heartily to deſpiſe ; but 
there is one paſſage where Feſus ſpeaks of the boyndleſs good- 
neſs of God, and teaches us to imitate him in ſo beautiful a 
manner, that it is well worthy of your attention, and at the 
ſame time will ſhew what little dependance is to be placed upon 
you as a writer or teacher of religion, when you ſo groſsly 
miſrepreſent the New Teſtament, as though 'it ſcarcely con- 
taincd a ſingle idea reſpecting God, his nature, perfections, 
or works. The paſſage I allude to is that where our Saviour 
recommends the nobleſt and higheſt virtue, love or benevo- 
lence to our enemies, and enforces it from the example of our 
heavenly Father, in the n words. St. Matt. v. 44, 
45, 46, 47, 48. 

8 Br I fay unte you, Love your enemies, bleſs them that 

C curſe 


—— 4 P 
— + — —— 
—  —— TT 


L 1] 


curſe yon, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe yoo, and perſecutc you: that ye may be 
the children of your Father who is in heaven: for he maketh 


his ſon to riſe on the evil, and on the good, and ſendeth rain 


on the juſt and on the unjuſt. For if ye love them who love 
you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the 


fame? And if ye ſalute your brethren only, what do ye more 


than others? do not even the publicans ſo? Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect,“ 
that is, by imitating his conduct in this reſpect. | 
l believe you are the firſt writer againſt the New Teſtament 
that ever [pretended its writings to be chiefly controverſial: they 
have generally allowed it to contain the nobleſt and completeſt 
ſyſtem of morals that ever was exhibited to mankind ; which 
muſt evidently appear to be the cafe, even to the moſt ſuperfi- 
cial readers. I can ſcarcely find a chapter of controverſy in 
the whole book : but many chapters wholly filled with the 
choiceſt morality, as St. Matt. v. vi. vii, Rom. xii. xlit. 
Epheſ. iv. v. vi. Col. iti. iv. 1 Theſſ. v. Tit. ii. the 


whole Epiſtle of James. 1 Pet. ii. iii. Beſides a great por- 


portion in many other chapters. » 
I ſhall quote three or four paſſages as a little ſpecimen, not 


for your ſake only, but to ſhew to all my readers the amazing 


beauty of the New Teſtament in this reſpect. 
When our Lord was on earth, he was aſked by a lawyer in 
. theſe words, „Maſter, which is the great commandment 
in the law? Jeſus faid unto him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all 
thy mind. This is the firſt and great commandment. And 
the ſecond is like unto it, 'Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 2 
thyſelf, On theſe two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. See St. Matt. xxii. 36-40. St. Mark xil 


28—34. St. Luke x. 375 EE: AT 
| Theſe 
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Theſe paſſages hold forth the love of God and man as the 
eſſence of revealed practical religion, and if you know any 
thing of the principles of natural religion, you muſt know 
them to be eſſentially the ſame with theſe ; why then would 
you reje& the Bible which teaches theſe pripeiples in the 
ſhorteſt, plaineſt, moſt comprehenſive and eaſieſt manner 
Man has need to be taught his duty in the direQeſt manner 
poſſible, for his time on earth is ſhort; and if he muſt be 
obliged to read the great book of nature or creation through, 
and underſtand it well, in order to learn his duty to God and 
man, few men will ever be found to- have ſufficient time, abi- 
lities, or means to attain this knowledge. And-if a man 
ſhould ſpend a thouſand ages in the-ſtudy of the creation, he 
could find out nothing in practical religion more than hemight 
learn in an hour, by reading in the Bible. Hence the incon- 
cievable advantage of ſtudying the Ne e whereln aur 


duty is fo plainly revealed. 


Another beautiful paſſage, wherein we are taught, how to 
conduct ourſelves infallibly right towards our fellow-creatures, 
at all times, without the leaſt difficulty in point of knowledge, 
is expreſſed in theſe words, Therefore all things whatſoever 
ye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; 
for this is the law and the prophets.” St. Matt. vii. 12. St. 
Luke vi. 31. If you were to ſtudy aſtronomy or philoſophy 
for a thouſand ages, you could never learn a proper conduct 
towards your fellow-creatures more effeQually, than you are 
taught in this ſhort paſſage. Here you have a rule which is 
ſo ſhort that it will never burden the memory, and ſo plain 
that the moſt ſimple may underſtand it, and ſo eaſy and perti- 
nent, that it is impoſſible to miſtake in the application of it. 


Vou may ſet the moſt blind and prejudiced of all judges in 


the chair, (I mean, /elf-lave) and he will give a right verdict in 
this caſe ; he will tell you how you would wiſh others to con- 
C 2 duct 
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duct themſelves towards you, in all poſſible circumſtances, 
If this was the only moral precept in all the New Teſtament, 
I ſhould eſteem it a truly valuable book; but there are ſeve- 
ral hundreds more, and all worthy pf our attention. 

There is a_ paſſage in St. Paul's epiſtle to Titus, that * 
importance and conciſeneſs I never expect to ſee exceeded. 
« For the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation to all men, 
hath appeared; teaching ps, that denying ungodlineſs, and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, 
in this preſent world.” Tit. ii. 11, 13. 

Haw much here is in a little! The favour pr grace of Ged, 
bringing the greateſt of all bleſſings, ſalvatian, which is a com- 
plete deliverance from the love, reigning power, guilt, pollu- 
tion, practice, and exiſtence of fin, and alſo a final deſtruction 
of ſorrow, crying, pain, death, and every evil, which are the 
conſequences of tranſgreſſion; 1 all men, the whole human 
race without exception, Glorious news ! This grace teacheth . 
vs, a moſt important leſſon, enqugh to engage us all our lives, 
to d.ny ungedlineſs, impiety and profaneneſs of every kind, 

and worldly luſis, ſuch as intemperance, uncleanneſs, anger, 

envy, pride, coyetouſneſs, ambition, &c. that we ſhould live 
ſeberly, this comprehends in one word all the duties we owe to 
ourſelves, ſuch as temperance, chaſtity, meekneſs, hutnility, 
&c. righteouſly, this one word includes all our duty towards 
mankind, ſuch as doing Juſily, and loving mercy ; and godly, 
herein is comprehended that reverence, loye, gratitude, wor- 
ſhip, and conſtant obedience that we owe to our great Creator. 
And all this js ordered to be practiſed in this preſent world, for 
the purpoſe of bringing glory to the name of God, honour to 
religion, peace to our own minds, and happineſs to ſociety. 

I ſhall recite one paſſage more out of the New Teſtament, 
containing a moſt beautiful comment upon the ſecond table of 
the law, ſhowing how eaſily all thoſe important precepts may 


be * 
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de obſerved or fulfilled, by only poſſeſſing that amiable diſpo- 

ſition, love, with which, true Chriſtianity never fails to in- 

ſpire the hearts of all its real poſſeſſors. 
Nom. xiii. 8, 9, 19. * Owe no man any thing, but to, 
« love 3 he that loveth another hath fulfilled 

« the law. For this, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, 

« Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, - Thou ſhalt not 

te bear falſe witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet, and if there he any | 
« other commandment, it is briefly comprehend in this ſay- | 
« ing, namely, Thou ſhalt loye thy neighbour as thyſelf. | 
« Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : therefore love is the *" 


« fulfilling of the law.” This one paragraph is ſufficient to 
give a candid reader a very high opinion of the excellency of 4 
the New Teſtament, and of the great abilities of the admira- | 
ble St. Paul, whom you ridicule as the manufacturer of quib- 
bles; though jt is well known, that the great Longinus, in his 
treatiſe on the ſublime, mentions Paul of Tarſus with much 
reſpect, as a moſt accompliſhed orator, 

I muſt quote a very conſideaable part of the New Teſta- 
ment, if I would point out all its beauties ; but enough has 
been ſaid to prove that you have done it great injuſtice, by re- 
preſenting it entirely barren of any one idea of what God is, 
and as having but one poor reference to any of his works, and 
as being chiefly controverſial. Our readers will judge by the 
ſpecimen given, what credit is due to your many bold aſſer- 
tions reſpecting the poverty, abſurdity, falſehood, obſcenity 
cruelty, wickedneſs, and uncertainty of the Bible, that book 
which has done more good to mankind, than all the other 
books that eyer were written ; and this is to me an infallible 
proof of its truth and inſpiration, of which I truſt I ſhall ne- 
ver be aſhamed, * | 

I am with reſpect, 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER N. 
SIR, $77 | 

S I write in the form of letters, it is no great matter 
which part of your book I anſwer firſt, and which laſt; 

I ſhall therefore take up this letter in proving one of thoſe 
grand and moſt important facts, which you refuſe to believe, 
but of which there is the fulleſt poſſible evidence, IT mean the 
refurre&ion of Feſus from the dead. The proof of this will 
greatly ſhorten this controverſy; for if it can be fairly proved 
that Z-/us aroſe from the dead, then it will neceſſarily follow, 
that the ſcriptures are true; that Chr is the true Meſſiah, 
the Saviour of the world; that his death was of great impor- 
tance, and ſhall anfwer very valuable purpoſes; and in fine, 
that the great plan of the redemption of mankind, through the 
death of ſus on the croſs, which to you appears in ſuch a 
gloomy and ridiculous -light, was a plan of infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs. For nothing can be more certain, than that 
God would never have confirmed falſehood and deception by 


ſuch an aſtoniſhing fact, as the reſurrection of Feſus from the 


dead. Let this therefore be our preſent ſubject. 

*Fhere are four marks of hiſtorical truth, which no falfehood 
erer had, or in the nature of things can have; and if the re- 
ſurrection of Jeſus bears them all, it muſt be true; and all 
the ridicule you have treated it with, will fall upon yourſelf. 

The four infallible marks are theſe: 

Firſt, That the things done, or ſaid to be n are fuch as 
the ſenſes of men can judge of. | 

Secondly, T hat there be a competent number of Ty 
witneſſes of the things done, or affirmed to be done. 


T hirdly „That not only hiſtories be writen, but certain ovt- 
. ward 
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ward actions be performed, or certain inſtitutions ſet up, in 
remembrance of thoſe facts which have been done: And, 

Fourthly, That ſuch inſtitutions commence from the very 
time when thoſe things took place. 

There are many true facts which have not all theſe marks, 
but nothing can be falſe which has them, as muſt appear evi- 
dent to all who are capable of reflection. Now this -impor- 
tant fact, the reſurrection of Fe/us, has all theſe four marks 
of truth: The apoſtle ſays, That which we have heard, 
which we have ſeen with our eyes, which we-have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled 'of the word of life; that 
which we have ſeen and heard declare we unto -ybu,” &c. 
1 John i. 1, 3. In what you call, the anonymous book of the 
As, (which by the way was evidently written by the ſame 
hand who wrote St. Luke's goſpel) we read, that Feſus *ſhew- 
ed himſelf alive to his apoſtles by many infallible proofs, be- 


ing ſeen of them forty days, and ſpeaking of the things per- 


taining to the kingdom of God.” Acts i. 3. This was long 
enough for them to be fally ſatisfied, and to have all their 
doubts removed: and it appears, from the accounts given, that 
they were as ſlow of belief as any of us ſhould have been; and 
this, far from nn their evidence, tends grea ly to 
ſtrengthen it. 

And as the reſurrection of Chrift was a thing the ſ-nſes of 


men could judge of, (for they could and did ſee him, hear him 


ſpeak, handle him, eat and drink with him, in all which things 
they could not be deceived) ſo it alſo had the ſecond mark men- 
tioned above; for there were a competent number of witneiles 
to whom he appeared, ſufficient to prove and authenticate 
the fact, even though their number ſhould have been no greater 
than you are willing to allow, eight or nine perſons; but St. 
Paul informs us, that 'Chrift was ſeen of above five hundred bre- 
thren at ence, of whom the greater part were alive u hen he 

wrote 
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wrote. See 1 Cor. xv. 6. And St. Peter ſays to Cornelius and 
his family, © Him God raiſed up the third day, and ſhewed 
him openly, not to all the people, but to witneſſes choſen be- 
fore of God, even us, who did eat and drink with him after he 
aroſe from the dead. Acts x. 40, 41. 
The witneſſes were ſufficient to authenticate the fact; and by 
the ſame rule that you can gverthrow the teſtimony of ſo many 
hundreds, you might that of as many thouſands or millions. 
The reſurreRion of Chri/t has the third mark of truth; there 
were not only hiſtories written of the great event, by thoſe 
who were eye-witneſſes, but there is a perpetual obſervance 
of a particular day every week in remembrance of Chrif?'s riſ- 
ing from the dead; and moſt Chriſtian nations have yearly 
obſerved the feaſt of Eaſter for the ſame purpoſe. And we 
are ſure that this great fact has the fourth mark of truth, for 
the weekly obſervation of that day on which Feſus roſe, com- 
menced from the very time, and has been obſerved without 
intermiſſion ever ſince. 
There are a number of hiſtorical facts, that have theſe four 
marks of truth, and they are all undoubtedly true; as the be- 
heading of king Charles the firſt: this was a thing that the 
ſenſes of men could judge of; it was done openly in the face 
of the world; hiſtories have been written of it, which, though 
they vary in ſome circumſtances, agree in the main; and an 
inſtitution is kept up in remembrance of it, even the obſerva- 
tion of a faſt upon the 3oth of January; and this commenced 
within about twelve years from the time the fact was done, 
while many were till alive who beheld it with their own | 
eyes. | 
The reſtoration of king Charles the ſecond, was another 
fact of the ſame nature: the eyes of men could ſee him when | 
he landed upon the Engliſh ſhore; their ears could hear the | 
acclamations of the multitudes; he came publicly into the 
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kingdom; an inflitution is to this day kept up in remem: 

brance of his reſtoration, even the obſervation of May 29; 
and this commenced from the very time when the event took 
place. The faQts of the revolution in England, in the time 
of king William the third, the independence of America, and 
the late revolution in France, are all facts of the ſame kind: 
they were facts that the ſenſes of men could certainly judge 


of; they were done openly ; there are inſtitutions, or the ob- 


ſervation of certain days in remembrance of them; and thoſe 
inſtitutions commenced from the very time when thoſe things 
took place. Now if you can overthrow the truth of the re- 


ſurrection of Jeſus, which has all theſe infallible marks of 


truth, I can, by the ame rule, deſtroy the evidence of every 
hiſtorical fact that has ever taken place ſince time began. The 
great and learned Dr. Prie/tly, in his ſermon on the reſurrection 
of Chriſt (which I would highly recommend to your peruſal) ob- 
ſerves, That we have much more evidence of that great event, 
than of any other that eyer took place, For it. was not only 
made ſo plain to the firſt witneſſes of it, that they could not be 
deceived themſelves, but their characters, and the perſecu- 
tions they were expoſed to and ſuffered on account of their 
teſtimony, forbids every idea or poſſibility of their being im- 


poſtors. The fact was as fully inveſtigated for nearly three 


hundred years as it was poſſible it ſnould be, while it was 
freſh; and the oppoſers of it had all the poſſible power, po- 
licy, malice, and every advantage to have the falſhgod of it de- 


tected; which if it could have been done, would certainly 


have been done then; and which detection would immediate- 
ly have ruined the cauſe of Chriſtianity for ever. But inſtead 
of this being the caſe, the long and ſeyere trial ended in the 
conviction of the greater patt of the inhabitants of the vaſt 
Roman empire, and their free and hearty acknowledgment of 
the truth of the lach, contrary to all heir moſt jnveterate pre- 

1 judices, 


* , 


* — had * — — _ — 
. A ——_— 6 K 4 — 

x — — — 1 — — 5 * 2 
> — ane tis 

- N * 

+ * * % _- - 

. - - - - — - - — — m—_ — — 4 
SD — — — — = 


\ 


7 


| Judices. This is no inconſiderable argument in favour of the 
certainty of this important event; for what but the amazing 
power of truth could poſſibly have wrought fo great an effect? 

For my own part, I think that the exiſtence of Chriſtianity 
in the world is a full and infallible proof that Feſus roſe from 
the dead; which if he had not done, we ſhould ſcarce ever 
have heard of him; and his religion could not have exiſted a 
year, nor ſcarcely a week; for the whole depended on his rif- 


ing from the dead, according to his predictions ſo frequently 


delivered to his diſciples, For had he failed in that point, 
none would have ever truſted in him, nor propagated his doc- 
trine in the world; and I am confident that we at this — 
of time ſhould never have heard of him. 

I had an opportunity when in London, of illuſtrating this, 
by an example worthy of notice.—Qne evening I thus addreſl. 
ed my audience: 

To prove that you would never have heard of Feſus, if he 
had not actually riſen from the dead, according to his predic- 
tions, I will mention an affair that happened in your own 
city, and ſince the beginning of the preſent century, 
There was a new ſect aroſe about that time, who pro- 
pheſied and declared that their religion would ſpread over the 
whole world in a ſhort time; and in proof of theſe aſſertions, 
gave this ſign, That Dr. Eames, one of their brethren, who 
was buried on the 25th of December, ſhould, on the 25th of 
the next May, five months from the time of his burial, be- 
tween the hours of twelve and fix in the afternoon, riſe from 
the dead, burſt open his grave, and walk home to his houſe 
publicly through the ſtreets of London. And this prediction 
they publiſhed before hand, as a ſign, to which they invited 
the attention of the people; and they ſaid, © If this wonder 
takes place, of which we are fully aſſured, it will be certainly 
known that we are the Lord!s people.” Accordingly on the 
day, 


1 


day, vaſt numbers flocked to the place where this man was 
buried, and waited to ſee him riſe, but in vain, for he roſe not. 
The conſequence of which was, that the ſect immediately fell 
into cbntempt, and came to nothing, and Dr. Eames was ſoon 
forgotten; ſo that I ſuppoſe few of you ever heard of his name. 
And this would certainly have been the caſe with Jeſus and 
his religion, if he had not truly have riſen from the dead.” 
And I had the ſatisfaction of learning from a number of my 


. hearers, that they had never heard of Dr. Eames, until that 


evening; although he lived, died, and was buried in their city, 
Thus it appears to me to be proved beyond all contradiction, 
that Chrift Feſus actually roſe from the dead. And this fact 
being true, it will neceſſarily follow, That the Chriſtian ſyſ- 
tem, which is ſo little, weak, and ridiculous in your eſteem, 
is truly a plan of infinite wiſdom, power, and goodneſs; wor- 
thy of the acceptation of all mankind. 

This ſubje& is the more important, becauſe this is the 
turning point between Deiſts and Chriſtians; here we divide: 
for if the doctrine of Chri/t's reſurrection can be overthrown, 
then is Chriſtianity a fable; but if it be fairly proved, then 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem can be eaſily maintained againſt Deiſm. 
Here I am willing to reſt the merits of the cauſe, being N 80 
perſuaded that the 1 85 is good. 


-Y am, Sir, 


Yours, &c. 


Mi 
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Wg you have advanced in your book againſt the af. 
cenſion of our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, appeared to me on 
reading ſo weak, vague, inconcluſive, and fo little to the pur- 
poſe, that I thought at firſt not to take any notice of it: but 
leſt any ſhould imagine from my not noticing it, that what you 
had written upon that ſubje& was unanſwerable, I concluded 
upon ſecond thoughts to make fore obſervations upon that 
important fact. 
You, diſregarding. all facts that do not ſuit yotir hypotheſis 
though ever ſo well atteſted, undertake to repreſent the reſur- 
rection aud aſcenſion as fiftions, told with the moſt wretch- 
ed contrivance” ſo as to © exceed every thing that went before.” 
But as I have already proved the reſurrection to be certainly 
rue, there is but little difficulty in proving the aſcenſion alſo. 
You ſuppoſe the reſurrection and aſcenſion of Feſts not to 
be true, hecauſe all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem did not ſee him 
ariſe, and behold him aſcend. You ſay, © The reſurrection 
and aſcenſion, ſuppoſing them to have taken place, admitted 
of public and occular demonſtration, like that of the aſcenſion 
of a balloon, or the ſun at noon- day, to all Jeruſalem at the 
leaſt. A thing which every body is required to believe, requires 
that the proof and evidence of it ſhould be equal to all, and 
univerſal; and as the public viſibility of this laſt related act 
4 was the only evidence that could give ſanction to the former 
14 part, the whole of it falls to the ground, becauſe the evidence 
: never was given. Inſtead of this, a ſmall number of perſons, 
: | not more than eight or nine, are introduced as proxies for the 
| whole world, to ſay, they ſaw it, and all the reſt of the world 


are 


t } 


are called upon to believe it.” Thus you write, and further 
declare, that you will not believe without ocular and manual 
demonſtration yourſelf, & . How unreaſonable and impoſſible 
is this! Would you have Chrift to be continually dying, riſing, 
and gſtending, before the eyes of every individual, in order 
: that all ſhould have equal evidence of theſe great facts? Is there 
b no poſſibility of evidence being ſo authenticated, and facts ſo 
i proved, as may warrant the ſafety of believing them, even to 
t thoſe who in the nature of things could not have ſeen them 
6 with their own eyes? If not, human nature is in a moſt de- 
d plorable ſituation indeed! The death, reſurreQion, and aſcen- 1 
it ſion of Chit could happen but once, and therefore but a ſmall 
part of the human race could ſee thoſe facts with their own _ | 


% eyes, and if all the people alive at once were to ſee them, they | | 
. muſt be proxies for other generations: ſome muſt of neceſſity | 

» give credit to them from the reports of others. And therefore | 
„ A few honeſt upright men, being eye-witneſſes of a fact, are as 

ly capable of authenticating that fact, and their evidence is as 

Y valid, as though millions had beheld it with them. 


| 

to There was a reaſon why Jeruſalem as a city was not al- | 
m lowed to behold Chrift after his reſurrection, and to ſee him | 
on aſcend: for the inhabitants of that unhappy city had, by their | 
ed rejection of him and his doctrine, moved him to ſay, « O ]c- | 
on ruſalem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, and ſtoneſt | 
the chem which are ſent unto thee, how often would I have gu- | 
res thered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chil- | 
ind dren under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your houſe | 
at is left unto you deſolate, For I ſay unto you, ye ſhall not ſee 
ner me henceforth, till ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the 
nce name of the Lord.” Matt. xxiii. 49—39. Luke xiii. 34, 35. 
"NS, Now if the whole city had ſeen him after his reſurrection, 
the and beheld him aſcend, this prophecy of our ſaviour would have 
orld been null, void, and of none effect; and then you would have l 
had | 


( 22 ] 
had ſome real ground for objection againſt Chriſtianity ; 
whereas now it does not appear that you have any, but what 
you frame out of your own heart, It was therefore of a mil- 
lion times more conſequence that our Lord's words ſhould be 
all ſulfilled, than that you or I ſhould have had our humour 
pleaſed, or all Jeruſalem ſhould be gratified with that ſight, of 
which the inhabitants in general had rendered themſelves un- 
worthy, by their wilfully rejecting the higheſt moral and even 
miraculous evidence of the Meſſiah's miſlion. 

But though Chri/t himſelf was not ſeen by the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem in general, afterthe reſurreQion, yet St. Matthew 
informs us in his goſpel, That © the graves were opened; and 
many bodies of the ſaints which ſlept aroſe, and came out of 


the graves after his reſurrection, and went into the holy city, 


(by which is meant Jeruſalem) and appeared unto many.“ 
Chap xxvii. 52, 53. So all theſe were witneſſes of Chrift's - 
ruſurrection; and by them, great proof was given to the citi- 
zens in general of the reality of the fact. And as for Chrift | 
himſelf, he remained on earth forty days after his reſurrection, 
and ſhewed himſelf many times to his diſciples and followers, - 
and at one time to more than five hundred at once; which : 
| ſurely were enough in all reaſon to authenticate any fact. 
And when he was going to aſcend, he aſſembled his followers | 
at Jeruſalem, and commanded them not to depart from the 
City till they received the Holy Ghoſt in a miraculous manner, 
which ſhould inſpire them with the gift of tongues, &c. and 
which would teſtify that he had entered heaven, and be as full 
a proof to all that ſhould ſee this ſign, that he had aQually aſ- 
cended, as though they had ſeen him go up with their own eyes, 
if not more ſo. After he had diſcourſed with them in a friendly 
manner for ſome time, he led them out of the city as far as to 
Bethany, or the mount of Olives, which is near two miles 
diſtant, on the eaſt of Jeruſalem ; OA was doubtleſs early in 
the 
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the morning, (as he roſe early in the morning from the grave, 
while the inhabitants of great cities are generally in their beds, 
locked up in their ſleep. And if any of them were up, as they 
had not the leaſt intimation of what was going forward, it is 


not in the leaſt probable that they ſhould turn their attention - 


towards the mount of Olives, but on the-contrary it is likely 
they would attend to their buſineſs ; as the earlieſt riſers in 
cities are generally the moſt induſtrious, When Ori had led 
his diſciples as far as this favoured place, (to which he ſhall de- 
ſcend when he comes again, fee Zech. xiv. 4, 5.) © he lifted 
up his hands and bleſſed them; and it came to paſs while he 
bleſſed. them,, he was parted from them, and a cloud received 
him out of their ſight and he was carried up into heaven. 
And while they looked ſtedfaſtly towards heaven as he went 
up, behold, two men, (or angels in.the form of men) ſtood by 
them in white apparel ; whoalſo ſaid, Ye men of Galilee, why 
ſtand ye gazing up into heaven? this ſame Jeſus, whois taken 
up from you into heaven, ſhall ſo come in like manner as ye 
have ſeen him go into heaven, See St. Lutte xxiv. 50, 51- 
Acts i. 4—11, | 
After beholding this glorious ſight, on a beautiful morning 
in the month of May, the diſciples of our Lord returned to 
Jeruſalerh, to wait for the fulfilment of his promiſe, the gift of 
his Holy Ghoſt. How many the company conſiſted of that 
beheld him aſcend, we are not poſitively told, but as if on pur- 
pole to confute your ſcoffing ſneer of a ſmall number of perſons, 
not more than eight or nine, introduced as proxies for the whole 


world, to ſay they ſaw it; &c. the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, 


that (the number of the names together were about an hun- 
dred and twenty.” A#s. i. 15. Theſe all having beheld their 
Lord aſcend, agreed to continue daily together, waiting for 


his promiſe, ſpending the time in prayer and other religious 


exerciſes, Probably many more ſaw him aſcend, but all theſe 


certainly, 


' tain in Galilee, and was notified before- 


019] 
certainly, becauſe they continued together, waiting for the ac - 


compliſhment of what wu bad promiſed Gem at he time 


of his aſcenſion. 
How different this "Ia appears to me from what it does 
to you? To you it appears in vain to attempt to pulliate or giſ- 


guiſe this matter; to me it appears ſo evidently true and rea- 


ſonable, as to ſtand in no need of any palliation whatever. To 
you, the flory as far as relates th the ſupernatural part, has every 
mark of fraud and impoſition flamped upon the face of it : ug me, 
it appears to have every mark of truth that could be deſired, 


I think, and I truſt I can prove it to be a true ſtory, and it is 


evidently told in a very artleſs natural manner. 

Feſus is related to have predicted his ſufferings nah * 
redion beforehand, at various times, that the ſcene might be- 
come common and familiar to his diſciples. Then his death 
is ſet forth in the moſt particujar manner, with a vaſt yariety of 
circumſtances, in which a great number of prophecies writ- 
ten many hundreds of years before were exactly accompliſhed. 
His burial is then related with the peculiar circumſtances at- 
tending it. The guards placed at the door of the ſepulehre, 
and for what purpoſe, at whoſe requeſt, and by whoſe order. 
Then follows the hiſtory of the reſurrection of Feſus, with 
many infallible proofs of the ſame. Many interviews between 
Chrift and his diſciples, and ſeveral converſations upon the 
ſubjcct are ſet down. Ten or eleven diſtinct appearances of 
Chriſt are recorded. Forty days he is ſaid to have remained 
on earth, to inſtruct · and confirm his diſciples, and fully to ſa- 
tisfy them of the reality of his reſurrection· During this time 
there ſeems to have been one general meeting of- all his fol- 
lowers and friends, to the number of above five. hundred; 
which it is-probable-was held by appointment, upon a moun- 
„ ſoon after his 
reſurrection: © He goeth before you into Galilee ; there ſhall 

| : ye 


- 
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ye ſee him, as he ſaid unto you.” St. Mark xvi. 7. Then 
after various other interviews, with ſome of his diſciples, a 
general gathering of them took place at Jeruſalem, for the 
purpoſe of beholding his aſcenſion; there he converſed with 
them freely, gave them his laſt inſtructions, promiſed them the 
gift of the Spirit in a miraculous manner; ordered them to 
abide at Jeruſalem till that ſign was fulfilled; then he. led 
them out of the city to the mount of Olives, and arriving at 


its ſummit, probably before the riſing of the ſun, he lifted up his 


hands, and gave them a parting bleſſing; in the action of 
which, he was parted from them, and aſcending a little way 


in their open view; but in a ſhort time, a cloud received him 


out of their ſight, and they ſaw him no more. Then bowing , 


their knees, they worſhipped him, being now fully convinced 
of his glorious character; then returning with great. joy to Je- 
ruſalem, about an hundred and twenty of them continued daily 
together, waiting for the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. Now 
what is there in all this, that has the leaſt appearance of fraud 
or impoſition? I never heard a ſtory in all my life, told more 
naturally, or in which all the parts better correſponded with 
each other. But the great and infallible proof of its truth is 
yet behind; I mean that part of it which relates to the aſcen- 
lion of Feſus; for as to his reſurrection from the dead, I have 
demonſtrated the truth of that in a former letter. 

On the feaſt of Pentecoſt, which was fifty days from the 
Sabbath that was in the ſeven days of the feaſt of unleavened 
bread, and conſequently ten days after our Saviour's aſcenſion, 
as the diſciples were all with one accord in one place, “ ſud- 


denly there came a ſound from heaven as of a ruſhing mighty 


wind, and it filled all the houſe where they were ſitting. And 

there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and 

it ſat upon each of them: and they were all filled with the | 
11+ Þ e 
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dent to the ſenſes, not only of thaſe who were the immediate 


to keep the feaſt of Pentecoſt. Here was no poſſibility of de, 
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Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with ether tongyes, as the 

ct: cored Ads ii. 1-4. 
CCC 

of G#ift,-and which fully proved that fach; and this was evi 


{ubjeQs of.it, but to all the nation of the Jews, then aſſembled 


ception or impoſture, the Jews that aſſembled upon this occa- 
ſion, had been many of them born and brought up among all 
the nations then known, and perfectly underſtood: the ſeveral 
languages of tha world, and therefore would. certainly tell 
whether the apoſtles ſpoke them with propriety: which if 
they did, the miracle was as evident as the fun ſhining in his 
ſtrength at noan-day; and ,was as plainly the immediate work 
of God, as the creation of the world itſelf. For that a num- 


ber of ignorant illiterate Galileans, the leaſt improved of 


any of the Jews, ſhould at once he capable of ſpeaking fluent- 
ly and correctly all the different tongues ſpoken by the molt 
poliſhed as.well as rudeſt natians, which they could not have 
learned in many hundreds of years, muſt have been as impoſ- 
fible for them to do without the higheſt inſpiration, as to 
create another upiverſe, and fill it with inhabitants. And this 
- amazing wonder being fully ſhewn in the preſence of all the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and many thouſands of Jews out ai 
all nations, was a proof of Chriſts aſcenſion, far more full and 
ſatisfactory, than if they had ſeen him go up with their own 


eyes. There can be no room here for debating, to what ex · 


tent the laws of nature, and the powers of nature and art could 
poſſibly go; for every perſon of common ſenſe muſt know, that 
for ignorant men in a moment to learn to ſpeak all languages, 
is abſolutely naturally impoſlible, unleſs by immediate inſpl- 
tation. And this event took place, not in an obſcure coma 


of the world, but in the famous city of e not in 
| « private 
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neral reſort; not only before a few perſons, but in the fight 
and hearing of many thouſands; not only before an ignorant 
tabble, but in the preſence. of the moſt devout, learned, and 
judicious of the nation of the Jews, gathered out of all nations 
under heaven: not in the night, but in the morping of a pub» 
lic feaſt day. And this miracle of the gift of tongues, was 
not only a ſign for a day, but laſted many years; whereby it 
became as. publicly and univerſally notorious as any thing 
could be. And it not only came upon the apoſttes themſelves, 
but in general upon the firſt converts: to chriſtianity; not 
among the Jews only, but the Gentiles alſo. ERS, 
This plain ſtate of facts, not only infallibly proves the aſ- 
cenſion of Chriſ to be certain, as this ſign took place in con- 
firmation thereof, which. it could not if it had not been true; 
but being open, and continuing ſo long, ſeemed to give almoſt 
preciſely, that general evidence which you ſeem to require. 
For here was a fuct continued for a long time, before many 
nations and people, in proof of Ghr:/?'s aſcenſion into heaven; 
which was itſelf as great a miracle, and for the extent of it 
4 
chan the aſcenſion itſelf could be. 
If you had conſidered this matter with any proper pints, 
you might have ſpared yourſelf the labour of aſking, and the 
mortification of betraying your amazing ignorance of the ſub- 
ject on which you bave written, in aſking, © But how was 
Jeſus Chrift to make any thing known to all nations? He 
could ſpeak hut one language, which was Hebrew; and there 
are in the world ſeveral hundred languages. Scarce any two 
nations ſpeak tho ſame language, or underſtand each other; 
and as to tranſlations, every man who knows any thing of lari- 


guages, knows that it is impoſſible to tranſlate from one lan- 


guage into another, not only without loſing a great part of the 
F 3 original, 
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original, but frequently of miſtaking the ſenſe. It is always 
neceſſary, that the means that are to accomplith any end, be 

equal to the accompliſhment of that end, or the end cannot 
be accompliſhed. It is in this that the difference between 
finite and infinite power and wiſdom diſcovers itſelf. Man 

frequently fails in accompliſhing his end, from a natural ina- 
bility of power to the purpoſe, and frequently from the want 
of wiſdom to apply power properly. But it is impoſſible for 
infinite wiſdom to fail as man faileth. The means it * 
are always equal to the end.“ 

Thus you write, as though you never read of the * of 
tongues, that great and moſt evident miracle that was ever 
exhibited: and which was a mean fully adequate to the great 
-purpoſes of making known the truth to all nations, without 
the difficulty or uncertainty of tranſlations, . miſtakes or miſ- 

apprehenſions. But how came you, my friend, to ſuppoſe that 
Chriſt himſelf could only ſpeak one language, which was He- 
brew? The Hebrew language, as far as I can learn, was 
never ſpoken at all by the common people as a living lan- 
guage, after the Babyloniſh captivity ; but Syriac, and even 
Greek was more generally uſed. But whatever was the lan- 
guage, or languages ſpoken at that time, our Saviour excelled, 
both in matter and oma all the orators of his age and na- 
tion. 
| | The people were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine, for he taught 
1 | © them as one having authority, and not as the ſcribes.” 
[{""Y - Matt. vii. 28, 29. 
| « The common people heard him gladly.” Mark xii. 3). 
| The officers that were ſent to take him, were ſo charmed 
\ | , with his language and ſentiments, that they came without 
| 4 him, and being aſked by their rulers, «©. Why have ye not 
in brought him?“ returned this ſhort, but pertinent anſwer, 
Never man (poſs like this man.” John vii. 45, 46. 
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And when he once ſpake in Nazareth, « all bare him wit- 
neſs, and nen at the gracious words which proceeded aut 


of his mouth. Luke iv. 22. 


And at another time, thoſe who heard him, exclaimeck. 
« How knoweth this man letters, avg never learned?” 
your vii. 15. 

Vou ſeem to take great pleaſure in making Jeſus appear 
mean and contemptible upon every occaſion. His images, 
according to your ideas of him, were low, his ſtile mean; he 
could ſpeak but one language; and you even go ſo far as ta 
ſay, And the probability is, that he could nat write; though St. : 
John, who was rather better acquainted with him than you 
are, informs us on a certain occaſion, that he * ſtooped down, 
and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard 
them not. And again he ſtooped down, and wrote on the 


ground.“ John viii. 6, 8. which makes it to me more than 


2 that he could write. 

The apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians being qualified by having 
the gift-of tongues, and the power of working miracles in the 
name of Feſus, were well prepared to teach all nations, and to 
be witneſſes of the death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Jeſus, 
both in Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermoſt parts of the earth. 
The aſtoniſhing miracle of curing a man of above forty years 
old, that was lame from his mother's womb, and had never 
walked, and who was laid daily at the beautiful gate of the 
temple, to aſk alms of the people, by which his face was be- 
come familiar to the whole nation, was ſo notorious, that even 
the Sadducees, the infidels of that age, the rulers of the peo- 
ple, ſaid in conference among themſelves, © What ſhall we 
do to theſe men? For that indeed a notable miracle hath been 
done by them is manifeſt unto all them that dwell at Jeruſa- 
tem, and we cannot deny it: but, that it ſpread no farther 


among 
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among the people, let us ſtraĩtly threkted them, that they ſpeak 


| 

| 

_ - to no man in this name.” Acts iv. 16, 17. 

| MM Theſe great events, the gift of tonguts, and the power of - 

Srorkivg miracles, were worthy of the infinite wiſdotn, power, 

©" and goodneſs of God, and they accompliſhed the great deſigh 

| of God; for the firſt day, three thouſand ſouls were added to 
the Chriſtian ſociety, and ſoon after the number was about 
five thouſand, and in a ſhort time, we read, And the word 
of Gad increafed ; and the number of diſciples were multiplied 
I Jeruſalem greatly, and a great number of the priefts wert 
obedient to the faith.” See Acts il. 41, 45, iv. 4, 21. v. 14. vi. 
J. xi. 31. Xxi. 20. Thus many thouſands of thoſe ſlime 
Jews who had deen witneſſes of Grit 's ſufferings on the croſt, 
within a few weeks after, cane to be profeſſors of his religion; 
which event could not have happened, unlefs the evidences of 
his refurreRion and aſcenſion had beea the moſt powerful 
that could have been deſired. | 

I have before proved that riß aroſe; if he role, de alla 

afcerided, for he is not now on the earth; though I and 
many others expect him ſoon to return again. The aſcenſion 
was a thing that the ſenſes of men could judge of; it took 
place in the ſight of at leaſt an hundred and twenty of his fol- 
lowers; the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a perceptidle, vifble, 
miraculous manner, and inſpired them with the gift of ton- 
gues, and gave them them the power of working miracles; 
and theſe things happened in ſuch a way as to give the fulleſt 
evidence of the truth of the fact. I am ſure that] * 
add any more upon ſo plain a ſubject. 


Jam, Sir, 
Yours, &e 0 


LET- 


/ 
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LETTER IV. 
SIR, | 3 
have been à little unfortupate in your choice of the 
xixth Pſalm, as a pure piece of Deiſm, in which you de- 
claro that there is not the lcaft allufion to any other bock, but 
the great book of the creation, for the fact, upfortunately for 
your eauſe, is, that though there is in this elegant compoſition, 
at the beginning of it, à charming alluſion to the great book 
of creation, yet the latter part of it is taken up in recum- 
mending that book of revelation, the law of the Lord, which 
you declare is more like the word of à demon than of God, and 
that there is ſcarcely any thing in it which does not merit has 
tred or cantergpt, Yau will ſoon perceive that the writer of 
that ancient piece of Deiſu, thought very different from you; 
but as yau remember net the proſe and leep no Bible, I will 
traaferibe a part of it for your peruſal, and that all may ſee 
how totally unfit you are to write againſt a bock, the contents 
of which you are ſo little acquainted with. 

Palm xix. 1—11. * The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament ſheweth his handy-work. Day unto day 
uttereth ſpeech, and night unto night ſheweth knowledge. 
There is no ſpeech, nor language where their voice is not 
heard. Their line Is gone out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. In them hath he ſet a taber. 
nacle for the ſun: which is as a bridegroom coming out of 
his chamber, aud rejoiceth as a ſtrong man to run a race. 
His going forth is from the end of heaven, and his circuit unts 
the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
Thus far David, who was the writer of this Pſalm, alludes to 
the great book of creation : but he immediately adds, „The 
law 
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law of the Lord is perfect, converting the ſoul : the teſtimony 
of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple. The ſtatutes 
of The Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment 
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever : the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether. More to be deſired are 
they than gold, yea, than much fine gold; ſweeter alſo than 
honey, and the honey- comb. Moreover, by them is thy ſer- 
vant warned ; and in keeping of them there is great reward. 
Here is much ſaid. in favour of the law of God; and its amaz- 
Ing uſes are deſcribed as no Deiſt of the preſent age would de- 
ſcribe them. Much more advantage is here ſtated to reſult 
from the ſtudy of the law, teſtimony, ſtatutes, commandment 
and judgments of the Lord, than from the ſtudy of the great 
book of creation; by , theſe the ſoul is converted, the ſimple is 
made wiſe, the heart is made to rejaice, the eyes are enlightened, 
none of which great effects are aſcribed tobeholding the works 
of creation. Wherefore the choice you have made' of this 
Pſalm is very much againſt you, eſpecially as you have ſo 
boldly declared, that there was not the leaſt alluſion therein to 
any other book but that of the creation. But the public after 
reading this ſpecimen, will be able to judge for themſelves, 
what credit is due to a writer who undertakes to inveſtigate 
Theology, without having even a Bible in his poſſeſſion, and ap- 
pears to be ſo ignorant of its contents. 

How could you ever get the ſtrange and miſtaken idea into 
your head, that there is ſcarcely the leaſt alluſion to the works 
of God, except in ſome chapters of Job, and the 19th Pſalm, 
when the ſcriptures ſo much abound with them, chat if I ſhould 
tranſcribe them all I ſhould fill a volume, and be obliged to 
write out more than a thouſand verſes? But however your aſ- 
ſertions may go down with the ignorant, who have never ſpent 
much time in reading the Bible, they appear to all who are 
| | acquainted 
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acquainted with the ſacred pages, juſt as falſe, ignorant, and 
abſurd, as an aſſertion, That there was not above twenty ſtars 
in all the ſky, and that none of thoſe could poſſibly be bigger 
than eggs, would to the moſt learned and judicious aſtronomers. 
I ſhall here proceed to quote a few, out of vaſt numbers of 
paſſages, where the works of creation are mentioned and 
celebrated : | 

Pſalm viii. 1, 3—9- © O Lord, our Lord, how excellent 
is thy name is all the earth! thou haſt ſet thy glory above the 
heavens, When I conſider the heavens, the work of thy fin- 
gers; the moon and ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; What is 
man, that thou art mindful of him? and the ſon of man, that 
thou viſiteſt him ; For thou madeſt him a little lower than the 
angels, and haſt crowned him with glory and henour. Thou 
madeſt him to have dominion over the work of thy hands: thou 


| haſt put all things under his feet; all ſheep and oxen; yea, 


and the beaſts of the field; the fowl of the air, and the fiſhes 
of the ſea, and whatſoever paſſeth thro' the paths of the ſeas. 


O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!” | 


| Pſalm xxiv. 1, 2. © The earth is the Lord's, and the ful- 


neſs thereof ; the world and they that dwell therein. For he 


hath founded it upon the ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it upon the 
floods.” | | 

Pſalm xxxiii. 49. © For the word of the Lord is right, 
and all his works are done in truth. He loveth righteouſneſs 
and judgment; the earth is full of the goodneſs of the Lord. 
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the 
hoſt of them with the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the 
waters of the ſea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth 
in ſtore-houſes. Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the 
inhabitants of the world ſtand in awe of him: For he ſpake, 
and it was done: he commanded and it ſtood faſt.” 

Pſalm Ixv. 6—13. * Who by his ſtrength ſetteth faſt the 
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mountains, being girded with power: Who ſtilleth the noiſe 
of the ſeas, the noiſe of their waves, and the tumult of the 
people : They alſo thatdwell in the uttermoſt parts are afraid of 
thy tokens; thou makeſt the outgoings of the morning and even- 
ing torejoice; thou viſiteſt the earth, and watereſt it; thou great- 
ly enricheſt it with the river of God, which is full of water; 
thou prepareſt them corn, when thou haſt ſo provided for it; 
thou watereſt the ridges abundantly : thou ſettleſt the furrows 
thereof ; thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers ; thou bleſſeſt the 
ſpringing thereof; thou crowneſt the year with thy goodneſs ; 
and thy paths drop fatneſs. They drop upon the paſtures of 
the wilderneſs ; and the little hills rejoice on every fide. The 
paſtures are clothed with flocks, the vallies alſo are covered 
over with corn: they ſhout for joy, they alſo ſing.” 
Pſalm xcv. 3, 4,'5, 6. For the Lord is a great God, and 
a great King above all Gods. In his hand are the deep places 
of the earth; the ſtrength of the hills is his alſo. The ſea 
is his, and he made it; and his hands formed the dry land. O 
come, let us ue, and bow down: let us kneel before the 
Lord our Maker.” — 

Pſalm c. 3. © Know ye that the Lord, he is God; it is he 
that hath made us, and not we 9 we are his people, 
and the ſheep of his paſture.” 

| Pſalm cii. 25, 26, 27. © Of old haſt thou laid the foun- 
dation of the earth; and the heavens are- the work. of thy 
hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure; yea, all of 
them ſhall wax old like a garment, as a veſture ſhalt thou 
change them, and they ſhall be changed; but thou art the 
fame, and thy years ſhall have no end.” 

Pſalm eiv. is exactiy ſuch a Pfalm as you repreſented the 
19th to be; it is wholly filled up with the great works of cre- 
ation and providence, and would have been far more fit fot 
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jour purpoſe than the 19th Pſalm; but as it is about three 
times as long as that is, I muſt only quote a little ſpecimen. 
Ver. 24, 25, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. O Lord, how 
manifold are thy works! In wiſdom haſt thou made hem all; 
the earth is full of thy riches: ſo is this great and wide ſea, 
wherein are creeping things innumerable, both ſmall and great 
beaſts. ' There go the ſhips; there is that leviathan whom 
thou haſt made to play therein, "Theſe wait all upon thee, 
that thou mayeſt give them their meat in dye ſeaſon. - That 
thou giveſt them they gather: thou openeſt thine hand, they 
are filled with good; thou hideſt thy face, they are troubled; 
thou. takeſt away their breath, they die, and return to their 
duſt ; thou ſendeſt forth thy Spirit, they are created; and thou 
reneweſt the face of the earth. The glory of the Lad ſhal} 
endure for ever: the Lord ſhall rejoice in his wor | 
Pſalm exxxvi. 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 25.0 - thanks 
unto the Lord, for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever. 
To him who alone doth great wonders, &. To him that by 
wiſdom made the heavens, &c. To him that ſtretched out 
the earth above the waters, &c. To him that made great 


lights, &c. The ſun to rule by day, &. The moon and 


Mars to rule by night, &. Who giveth food to all fleſh; for 
his mercy endureth for ever.” 

Pſalm exlv. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 19, 15, 16, 17. « Great 
js the Lord, and greatly to be praiſed; his greatneſs is un- 


| ſearchable. One generation ſhall praiſe thy works to ano- 


ther, and ſhall declare thy mighty acts. I will ſpeak of the 


- glorious honour of thy majeſty, and of thy wondrous works. 


And men ſhall ſpeak of the might of thy terrible acts: and I 


| will declare thy greatneſs. They ſhall abundantly utter the 


memory of thy great goodneſs, and ſhall ſing of thy righteouſ- 
neſs. The Lord is gracious, aud full of compaſſion; flow to 
anger, and of great mercy. The Lord js good to all; and his 
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tender mercies are over all his works. All thy works ſhalt | 
praiſe thee, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee. The eyes of all 
watt upon thee; and thou giveſt them their meat in due ſea- 
ſon. Thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfieſt the deſire of 
every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and 
holy in all his works.“ 

Pſalm exlvi. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. © Happy is he that hath the 
God of Faced for his help; whoſe hope is in the Lord his God; 
who made heaven and earth, the ſea and all that therein is; 
who keepeth truth for ever; who executeth judgment for the 
oppreiſed ; who giveth food to the hungry. The Lord looſeth 
the priſoners. The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind: the 
Lord raiſcth them that are bowed down: the Lord loveth the | 
righteous. The Lord preſerveth the ſtranger; he relieveth 
the fatherleſs and widow: but the way of thewicked he turneth 
upſide down.” 

Pſalm exlvii. 4, 5, 8, 9, SPY 17, 18. He telleth the 
number of the ſtars; he calleth them all by their names. 
Great is our Lord, and of great power, his underſtanding is 
infinite: who covereth the heavens with clouds, who prepareth 
rain for the earth, who maketh graſs to grow upon the moun- 
tainz. He giveth to the beaſt his food, and to the young ra- 
vens who cry. He giveth ſnow like wool, he ſcattereth the 
hoar froſt like aſhes. He caſteth forth his ice-like morſels: 
Who can ſtand before his cold? He ſendeth out his word and 
melteth them: he cauſeth the winds to blow, and the waters 
flow.” 

Pſalm cxIviii. 1—13. © Praiſe FF: Lord. Praiſe ye 
the Lord from the heavens: praiſe him in the heights. Praiſe 
ye him all his angels: praiſe ye him all his hoſts. Praiſe ye 
him, ſun and moon: praiſe him all ye ſtars of light. Praiſe 
him ye heavens of heavens; and ye waters that be above the 

heavens, Let them praiſe. the name of the Lord: for he com- 
manded, and they were created. He hath alſo eſtabliſhed 
them 


 _ 
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them for ever and ever: he hath made a decree which ſhah 
not paſs. Praiſe the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and all 
deeps; fire, and hail; ſnow, and vapour: ſtormy wind fulfill- 
ing his word: mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all 
cedars; beaſts and all cattle: creeping things, and flying fowl; 
kings of the earth, and all people: princes, and all judges of 
the earth : both young men and maidens; old men and chil- 
dren: let them praiſe the name of the Lord; for his name 
alone is excellent: his glory is above the earth and heaven.” 

Pſalm cl. 1, 2, 6. „ Praiſe ye the Lord. Praiſe God in 
his ſanctuary: praiſe him in the firmament of his power. 
Praiſe him for his mighty acts: praiſe him according to his 
excellent greatneſs. Let every 1 that hath breath 1 
the Lord. Hallelujah.“ 

Iſaiah xl. 12, 15, 17, 22, 26, 28. Who hath meaſured 
the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 
with the ſpan, and comprehended the duſt of the earth in a 
meaſure, and wighed the mountains in ſcales, and the hills in 
a balance? Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and 
are counted as the ſmall duſt of the balance; behold, he taketh 
up the iſles as a very little thing. - All nations before him are 
as nothing: and they are counted to him as leſs than nothing 
and vanity. It is he that ſitteth upon the circle of the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof are as graſhoppers; that ſtretcheth 
out the heavens as a curtain, and ſpreadeth them out as a tent 
to dwell in. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold, who 
hath created theſe things, that bringeth out their hoſts by num- 
ber? He calleth them all by names, through the greatneſs of 
his might, for that he is ſtrong in power; not one faileth; haſt 
thou not known, haſt thou not heard that the everlaſting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
ncither is weary? There is no ſearching of his underſtanding.” 

Iſaiah xlii. 5. * Thus faith God the Lord, he that 

created 
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magbeth all things; that ſtretcheth forth the heavens alone: 
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created the heavens, and ſtretched them out; he that ſpread 
forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it: he that 
giveth breath to the people upon it, a ſpirit io them thi 


walk therein 3 &c. 


[jaiah xliv. 24. Thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, and 
he that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord that 


that fpreadeth abroad the earth by myſelf.” 

Haigh xv. 12, 18, „I have made the earth, and wing 
man upon it: I, even my hands, have ſtretched out the hea- 
vens, and all their hoſt have I commanded. For thus faith 
the Lord that created the heavens, God himſelf that formed the 
earth, and made jt; he hath eſtabliſhed it, he created jt not in 
vain, he formed it to be ** 1 am the Lord, and there 


is none elſe.” 3 


Vaiab xlviii. 13.“ Mine hand alſo hath laid the ſounds- 
tion of the earth, and my right hand hath ſpanned the heavens; 
when I call upon them, they ſtand up together.” 

1{aish Ixiv. 8. „ But now, O Lord, thou art our Father: 
we arc the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the 
work of thy hand. 

Jeremiah v. 22, 23, 24. Fear ye not me? ſaith the 
Lord: will ye not tremble at my preſence, who have placed 
the ſand for the bound of the ſea by a perpetual decree, that it 
cannot paſs it; and though the waves thereof toſs themfelves, yet 
can they.not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not paſs 
over it? But this people hath a revolting and rebellious heart, 
they are revolted and gone. Neither ſay they in their heart, 
Let us now fear the Lord our God that giveth rain, both the 
former and the latter in his ſeaſons: he reſerveth unto us the 
appointed weeks of the harveſt. 

Feremiah x. 6, 7, 11, 12, 13. &« Foraſmuch as there is 
none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art great, and thy name 
js 
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is great in might. Who would not fear thee, O King of 
nations? for to thee doth it appertain ; foraſniuch as among 
all the wiſe men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, 
there is none like unto thee. Thus ſhall ye ſay utito therm, 
The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even 
they ſhall periſſi from the earth, and from under theſe heavehs: 
He hath made the earth by his power, he hath eſtabliſhed the 
world by his wiſdom, and hath ſtretched out the heavens by 
his diſcretion. When he uttereth his voice, there is a mult 
tude of waters in the heavens, and he cauſeth the vapours to 
aſcend from the ends of the eatth ; he maketh lightenings 
with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treaſures,” 

Jeremiah xiv. 22. Are there any among the vanities 
of the Gentlles that can cauſe rain? or can the heavens give 
ſhowers? Art not thou he, O Lord our God? therefore we 
will wait upon thee ; for thou haſt made all thoſe things. 

Feremiah xxxii. 17. Ah Lord God! behold thou haft 
made the heaven and the earth, by thy great power and ſtretch- 
ed out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee.” 

After reading theſe paſſages, (conſiſting of more than an 
hundred verfes) which I have colleQed only out of three books 
of the ſacred ſcriptures, and could have added many more out 
of them alone, our readers will judge for themſclves, what 
they ought to think of the following aſſertions in your book: 

The account (of the creation) however is harmleſs ; and 
this it more than can be ſaid of many other parts of the Bible. 
When we read the obſcene ſtories, the voluptuous debauche- 
ries,the cruel and torturous executions, the unrelenting vin- 
dictiveneſs, twith which more than half the Bible is filled It - 
would be more conſiſtent that we called it the word of a d mon 
than the word of God. It is the hiſtory of wickedneſs that 
has ſerved to corrupt and brutalize mankind; and for my owt 
part, I ſincerely deteſt it, as I deteſt every thing that is cruel. 
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We ſcarcely meet with any thing, a few phraſes excepted, 
but what deſerves either our abhorence, or our contempt, till 
we come to the miſcellaneous part of the Bible. Almoſt the 
only parts in the book called the Bible, that convey to us any 
idea of God, are ſome chapters in Job, and the 19th Pſalm, 

I recolle& no other. Thoſe parts are true Dei/tical compoſi- 
tions; for they treat of the Deity through his works.“ 

The Bible, Mr. Paine, appears exactly different to me from 

| That it does to you; and therefore if I was to give advice to 
men, it would be different from yours, which runs thus,“ In 
fine, do we want to know what God is? Search not the book 
called the Scripture, which any human hand might m, but 
the (cripture called the Creation.” 

My advice would be, Whoever would wiſh to know God, 
his perfections, character, and works, and the way of life and 
happineſs, ſearch the ſcriptures which are able to make you wiſe 
unts ſalvation, which no human hand could poſſibly have made; 
for bad men could never have formed ſuch a book, which con- 
demns them, their principles, works, and ways, in almoſt 
every page, and which treats in the ſublimeſt manner of God, 
and his attributes; and good men would never have attempted 
to deceive their fellow creatures. So that on all hands, you 
may be perfectly aſſured that it cannot be the work of men. 

And you will find thoſe internal marks as you read, that wall 

prove it not to be the work of a demon, but the book of God, 

which if you read, experience, and practiſe, you cannot fail 
of being holy here, and happy hereafter,” 

As the ſky appears full of ſtars, ſo the ſcriptures are full of 
pallages relating to God, his attributes, perfections, character, 
works, and ways; his wiſdom, power, goodneſs, love, mercy, 
grace and truth are all plainly revealed therein. And there- 


fore your aſſertions are about as abſurd as mine would be if I 
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the Bible as your rule of faith, even though, it ſhould ap- 
pear ever ſo worthy of attention. Your words are theſe, 
« Did the book called the Bible, excel in purity of ideas az 
expreſſion, all the books that are now extant in the world, 4 
would not take it for my rule of faith, as being the word of God; 
becauſe the poſſibility would nevertheleſs exiſt of my being im 
poſed upon. But when. I ſee throughout the greateſt part ci 


this book, ſcarcely any thing but a hiſtory of the groſſeſt vice | . 


and a collection of the moſt paltry and contemptible. 3 
cannot diſhonour my Creator by calling it by his name. 
Any perſon that had never read the Bible, that ſhould haps, | 
pen to read your account of it, believing you to be a man of 

ſenſe, and that had a regard for truth, would imagine it ta bg 
a very weak, ſenſeleſs, abſurd, ridiculous, and wicked perform 
mance, not fit to be read, much leſs to be regarded. A book 
containing ſcarcely a ſingle hint reſpecting the great Creator, 
his perfections, or works. But as it appears to me preciſely 
in the contrary light, I ſhall attempt to confute ſome of the , 
G ſlanders 
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fanders you have uttered peſt "ay _ valuable of a 
books. 

There are'a Gorki beauthes in te Bible, and ae 
theſe are examined, the brighter they ſhine. And I do not 
know a more effectual way to ; refute what you have written 
againſt that Book, than to bring forth out of its treaſures, ſome 
of thoſe ſublime truths which are therein revealed. | 

The perfections of the Deity fill up a very TER 
of that ſacred volume; therein we read of his eternity, ſelf 
exiſtence, ſelf-ſufficience, independence, immenſity, majeſty, 
omnipotence, omniſcience, iN. AB LIN. unchangeableneſs, 
goodneſs, juſtice, truth, &. 

It would ee of work to collect and unt 
cribe all the paſſages of ſcripture that refer to God and his 

In the Hebrew original he has teri names; which 
are all vighty expreffive of his Being, perfections, or charadter. 
A. D, Chi, Ebi, Elin, ELfpaddii, Er. ſab b; Ebel, 
zee Fehovah, und Admai. © The great name I, 

hich fignifies; the Bring who is, who was, amũ foal be, and the 
eaufer-of being; cœrtaining the paſt, prefent, and future tenſe 
N 4d to be thcatlottd'in-the-Febrow Bible mow than for 
 thoufand titnea, Aare en the'other wits, ſome of which ae 
frequently bed 'Futge then 'whether the Chriftian fyſtem d 
faith, which takes in the whole Bible, approaches quite ſo ner 
. to Atheiftiras you imagine] You ſay, ** As to the Chriſtin 
fyltem'6f faith, it appears to me as a ſpecies of Atheiſm, a for 
E religious denial of God. It is a compound made up d 
Bail, Wich but little Deiſm, and is as near to Atheiſm s 
is to darkneſs, It introduces between man and li 
Miket, an opzque body, which it calls, a Redeemer ; as the 


nibon introduces” her opaque felf between the earth and th 


fun, n it in by this means, a religious ot an ye” 
eclip 
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* I ſhall eafly confute the idea of the Bible (which is the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem of faith) being a ſpecies of Atheiſm, dy bring- 
ing forth a ſpecimen of what it teaches reſpecting God, and 
his perfections. And as to what you Jay of the Redeemer 
eclipſing the divine character, we chriſtians believe, know, 
and experience the direct reverſe. We can ſay with St. Paul, 
« For God, who commanded. the light to thine out of dark- 
neſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Feſus Chrift.” 2 Cor. 
iv. 6. * Who, being the brightneſs of bis glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon,” &c. Heb. i. 3. Abd St. John 
ſpeaks of Chrj as The true light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world.“ St. John i. 9. And ſays, * The 
word was made fleth, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. Ver. 14. And Jeſus himſelf (whom you 
allow to be a virtuous and amiable man, and therefore certainly 
would not lie) ſaid, © I am the light of the world, he that fol- 
loweth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light 
of life.” St. John viii. 12. And again, „As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world” John ix. 5. And 
again, * Yet a little while is the light with you; (meaning 
himſelf) walk while ye have the light, left darkneſs'come upon 
you; for he that walketh in darkneſs knoweth not whither be 
goeth. While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may 
be the children of light. I am come a light into the world, 
that whoſoever believeth on me ſhould not abide in darkneſs.” 
St. John xii. 35, 36, 46. From all which you ſee, that nei- 
ther Chrift nor his apoſtles imagined that he came to be à dark 
body between man and his Maker. But I am afraid we muſt 
ORD you On TM your great political 
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knowledge) with them * that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs; that put 
bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter; that are wiſe in their 
own eyes, and prudent in their own ſight.” Iſaiah v. 20, 21, 

For my own part, I find myfelf ſo ſinful, ignorant, and 
' weak; that I rejoice to have a mediator between the pure and 
holy God and me; one who can inſtruct me, and can introduce 
me into the preſence of God. And if the mediator, or days 
man, be both God. and man in one perſon, (as J believe)! 


- think it is all the better; for in that caſe, he knows the mind 


of God perfectly, and the wants and weakneſs of man, and can 
lay his hand on both parties. I am not aſhamed to own, that 
this view of the mediatorial plan, appears in my ſight, highly 
"reaſonable and proper, and is to me a ſource of great joy and 
"comfort. If you call this a ſhade, I can fay that © I fat down 
under his ſhadow with great delight; and his fruit was fweet 
to my taſte.” 

This man, whom you defoile, i is to me . as an hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt; as rivers of 
water in a dry place; as the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary 
land.” Iſaiah xxxii. 2. That is, he is every thing to my ſoul 
that it needs, either for ſafety, comfort, health, or refreſhment. 


For thou (O Lord) haſt been & ſtrength to the. poor, a ſtrength 

to the needy in his diſtreſs, a refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhadow 
from the heat, when the blaſt of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm 
againſt the wall.” Iſaiah xxv. 4. A ſhadow to ſcreen from 
he burning heat of the ſun in ſummer, or in ſultry climes, is 
ſometimes a very deſirable refreſhment ; and in this ſenſe I am 


willing to allow that Chri/t is compared to the moſt refreſhing 
ſhade; And I can heartily pray with Davie, *© From the end 


of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelm- 


ed: lead me to the Rock that is higher than I. For thou haſt 


deen a 1 for me, and a  firong tower from the enemy. | 
| will 
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will abide in thy tabernacle for ever; I vill erſt in the covert 
of thy wings.” Pſalm Ixi. 2—4. 

But in order further to evince that the Chriſtian ſyſtem of 
faith, or the Bible, is nat a /pectes of Atheiſm, I ſhall quote a 
few paſſages which ſpeak of the divine perfections. When 
Moſes aſked God what his name was, that he might tell the 


children of 1/rael, God informed him that his name was ER E- 
JAH; which ſignifies, I wILL BE THAT I WILL BE. See 
the Hebrew text of Exod. iii. 14. Only the Great Firſt 


Cauſe could ſay, I wiLL BE. He is therefore ſelf-exiſtent 
and independent. | 
Exod. vi. 2, 3. And God wake unto Moſes, and faid 


unto him, I am Jenovan: and I appeared unto Abraham, 


Iſaac and Jacob, by the name of El-fbaddai, or God Almigh+ 
ty; but by my name JeEHoVaAn was I not known unto them.“ 
If you had known any thing of the Hebrew language, and 
had conſidered the vaſt import of this great and dreadful, yet 
glorious name JEHOVAH, which is mentioned ſo many thou- - 
ſand times in the original ſcriptures, and which I have before 
explained, I can hardly think that you would have repreſented 
the Bible as a book leading to Atheiſm. For whenever the 
word JEHOVAH occurs, it is as much as though it was. ſaid, 
The Great Supreme Being, who is, was, and ſhall be, the cauſe 
of being: and'it is evident, that where this idea is kept in view, 
there cannot be the ſmalleſt tendency towards Atheiſm. But 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem of faith is founded upon this, and keeps 


_ It conſtantly in ſight. Therefore Chriſtianity is not even an 


approximation to Atheiſm, - 
When God gave his law from mount Sinai, he KARE the 
ſecond commandment with theſe words; ** For I Jenovan 


thy God am a jealous God, viſiting the iniquity of the' fathers 


upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation of them 


that hate me; mind, them that hate me. This clauſe you left 


out, 
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out, and then ſaid, * It is however neceſſary to except the de- 
| claration that ſays, that God vit the fins of the fathers'upon 
the children. It is n, to wy principle mn 
tice.” | 
Is it not contrary to doth truth and e 
leave out the character of thoſe children upon whom God viſits 
the iniquity of their fathers, even thoſe who hate their Creator, 
and then reprobate one of the moſt righteous declarations that 
ever was made? If you had ever read with the leaſt attention 
the 18th chapter of Ezekiel, you would have had the ſatisfac- 
tion of finding that God never meant to viſit the ſins of wick- 
ed parents upon virtuous children. For he there declares, 
chat if a ſon ( ſeeth all his father's ſins which he hath done, 
and conſidereth and doeth not the like, but hath executed my 
judgments, and walked in my ſtatutes; he ſhall not die-for the 
iniquity, of his father, he ſhall ſurely live.“ But that God 
viſits the iniquities of the fathers upon the children © the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate him, is evident to 
a demonſtration even in the French Revolution: for the dread- 
ful crimes of the barbarous Louis XIV. eſpecially his bloody 
perſecutions againſt the innocent Proteſtants, perpetrated thro' 
the inſtigation of the wicked: prieſts of that age, have been evi- 
dently viſited upon his deſcendants, and the prieſts and nobles 
of the late kingdom of France. For it ddes not appear 
that their own perſonal crimes have comparatively deſerved 
fuch ſevere retaliation as they have met with; but as they con- 
tinued to approve in ſome meaſure of the deeds of their fathers, 
and did not repent, and change their lives, God, after giving 
them a long ſpate for repentance, hath at laſt made inquiſition 
for innocent blood, arid hath evidently viſited their fathers' ini- 
quities upon them. And who may charge him with injuſ- 
tice? He will go on to fulfil his threatenings, whatever you or 
wy other ung oled to thiir un juflice-: But is certain 


that 


„ | 

that no injuſtice is found with him: for * Thou haft a mighty 
arm: ſtrong is hy hand, and high is thy right hand. Juſtice 
2 dit habitation of thy 1 
truth ſhall go before thy face.” Pſalm lxxxix. 13, 14. 
Since then we may ſee with our eyes, the awful viſitations 
of God upon this generation, far beyond, in a comparative 
light, what their own iniquities have deſerved; (for they never 
ſhed ſuch torrents of innocent blood themſelves, but their fa- 
thers did) and as we know that God is juſt, and this is evi- 
dently his work, and it is plain that he is now viſiting the fins 
of their fathers upon them, we muſt conclude that the awful 
declaration made ſo long ago is juſt. And as we fee it punc- 
tually fulfilled to this day, it will infallibly prove that it was 
made by God bimſelf, ſince he cominues to execute it: and 


thus we haves powerful evidence of the truth of the ſoripture, 


the divine legation of Moſes, the authenticity of tris, miſſion, 


&e. from that very declaration by which you ineant to over- 


throw the whole, by excepting againſt it as contrary to-every 
principle of 'moral juflite. And thus your moſt powerful 'wea- 
pons are turned againſt your cauſe. For no weapons fortned 
againſt God's truth ſhall proſper :' and every tongue thut ſhah 
riſe up to cenfure, judge, and eondemn divine revelation, ſhall 
be ſelf condemned. . So they fhall make their own tongue 
to fall upon themſelves: all that fee them fhall flee away. And 
all men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the work of God; for they 
ſhall wiſely confider of his doing.” Palm Lv. B, H. 
Exod. xxxiv. 5, 6, 7. And Jenovan deſcended in + 


cloud, and ſtood with him {Moſer} there, and proclaimed the 
name of FeHoVan. And IxROVAH paſſed by before him 


and proclaimed -Jenovan, JenoVan, God, merciful and 
gracious, long ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs ant truth, 
keeping merey for thouſands, forgiving iniquity, trenſgteſſion 
ano ama that will by no means clear the guilty ; viſiting: 

| the 


. q 
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the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
children's. children, unto the third and fourth generation. 
In this paſſage; beſides the names of God, and ſeveral of 
his divine perſections, we are informed of ſomething which 
the great book of creation could never have taught us if we 
had ſtudied it a thouſand years, and yet it was of vaſt impor- 
tance that we ſhould be informed of it. And that is, that 
God could pardon iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin, or as the 
Hebrew words more propetly might be rendered, grookedneſs 
or perverſeneſs, rebellion, and miſſing the mark, This is 


what reaſon, unenlightened. hy, revelation, could never have 
obtained; as is evident by all the heathen philoſophers, thoſe, 


great and good men among the heathen, who remained utterly. 
at a loſs in this i important.matter. They clearly ſaw mat men 
had ſinned, and were not in the ſtate in which God made the 


human ſpecies at firſt ; but whether or not it was poſſible for 


man to be brought again into his Maker's fayour; they could 
not determine. So that if the books. of Mzſes had only this 
one good paſſage in them, we that are ſinners ſhould have 
abundant reaſon to bleſs God for this divine revelation, which 
only he could poſſibly have given; for none could ever have 
known it, unleſs he had revealed it. 

Levit. xix. 2. © Ye wal be holy'; or I the Lord yout 
God am holy.” 

Deut. iv. 39. Know therefore this day, i conſider i itin 
thine heart, that J&HOVAn he is God in heaven above, and 
upon the earth beneath ; there is none elſe.” | 
Deut vi. 4, 5. © Hear, O 1/rael, the Lord cur-God is one 
Lord: And thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with al! thy ſoul, and with all thy might.” 

Deut. vii. 9, 10. Know therefore that the Lord thy God 
he. is God, the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and mercy 
with them that love him to a thouſand generations. And re- 

payeth 


[4] 
payerh thent that hare nm to their face, to deftroy mern hs" 
wilt not be Hack to him that Narech fim; ;*he will repay owed 
lis face.” - 3 ; 
Deut. x. 12, 135 14, 1), 18. r now la. * 
dvth the Lord thy God require of thee," but ts fear the 
thy God, to walk in alt his ways, and'to fove Him, and to fert 
the Lord thy God with aft thy heart, a ebe u BL 
keep the communctments of che Lord, and his ftatutes, which 
I command thee this day for thy good? Behold the heaven, and 
the heaven of heavens, is the Lord's thy God, the earth alto 
with all that therein is: For the Lord your God is God of 
gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty and a terrible, 
who regatdenk not perſons, nor taketh reward. He doth exe-. 
|  ente the judgment of the fatherleſs and widow, and loveth ths | 
ſdrariger, in giving kim foot und ralmenct. * 14 
In alt theſe paſſages, and many more of the ſame kind, with 
which the books of Myſes abound, the character of God is 
drawn in the ſublimeſt manner, ſach as at firſt could only be 
done by divine revelation. All this does not in the feaſt tend 
to Atheiſm, nor do theſe paſfages merit ei:her our hatred or cun- 
tempt. But what does that man merit who uſes his popular 
talents to reader divine revelation ridiculous, and teaches men 
to deſpiſe the great thing's of God's law, and would intimate 
that the chriſtian fyſtem is much the ſame as Albeiſin, though 
it is well known to contain all the pure principles of Dei/m, and 
ay excellent things in which Deiſm is defictent ? 
| T coul& eaſily multiply paſſages out of the law of Moſes, that 
fer forth the charater of God, and hls perfectlons in the moſt 
glorious and amiable point of light; and I beg fuch of my 
readers as are not acquainted with the Bible, not to think that 
in any inſtance I have exhauſted thoſe treaſures that are more 
valuable than monntains of gold and roc d monds; for 1 
n * ſpecimen. I ſhould make this colleRion. of 
"= ſeriptures 


L Se J. 
feriptures much larger, but for fear of felling: the work too 
much; and I ſhould not have made it ſo large, if I, could haye 
thought of any other way to confute the aſſertions you have 
made, that the ſcriptures, except Job, and the 19th Pſalm, 
contain little or nothing reſpecting the Deity and his works; 
for if I had aſſerted on the other hand that they abounded with 
4 lofty deſcriptions of the divine perfections, and yet had brought 
little or no proof from the writings themſelves, there would 
only have been your aſſertions on one ſide, and mine on the 
other. And this obliges me to have recourſe to that book 
which you ſo much deſpiſe, in which I find the divine perfec- 
tions abundantly celebrated, 
| The emmiſcience and omnipreſence, of God are gloriouſly re- 
preſented in Pſalm cxxxix. 112. O Lord, thou haſt. 
ſearched me and known me. Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting, 
and mine up-riſing ; thou underſtandeſt my thoughts afar off; 
Thou compaſſeſt my path, and my lying down, and art ac- 
quainted with all my ways. For there is not a word i in 8 
tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether. 
haſt beſet me behind and before, and laid thine hand 2 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, it is high, that I 
cannot attain to it. Whither ſhall I go from thy ſpirit? or 
whither ſhall I flee from thy preſence? If I aſcend up into 
heaven, thou art there: If I make my bed in hell, behold, 
thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell 
in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand ſhall hold me. If I ſay, Surely the 
darkneſs ſhall cover me: even the night ſhall be light about 
me. Yea, the darkneſs hideth not from thee 3 but the night 
ſhineth as the day: the darkneſs and the light are both alike to 
thee.” 

The majefty, i igunenſity, and fois greatneſs of God, are 
ae ſet forth in Iſaiah xl, loxeral paſſages of which I 


quoted . | 


(51 J 


din my laſtletter, when ſpeakinigofh his wonderful works, 
and therefore ſhall-not repeat them here. 
The unchangeablenefs or immutabibity of God, is . 
in various ſeriptures, as Numbers xxili. 19. God is not a 
man that be ſhould lie; nor the ſon of x man that he ſhould re- 
t; hath he ſaid, = ſhall he not do it} or hath he 8 
and an he not W it good?” 
1 Sach. xv. 29. „ And alſo the feng & Jie vi der 
Ve nor repent : for he is not a man that he ſhould repent 1 
Mal. ili. 6. « For IL am Jxno van, I e 2 
fore ye ſons of Faceb are not conſumed.” D 
It is neceſſary here to' notice, that though God has not in 
his nature or eſſence the ſmalleſt variation, or ſo much as the 


ſhadow of a turniiig, being invariably wiſe, good, powerful, | 
juſt &c. yet in his Uiſpenſations towards his creatures, there 


are frequent apparent changes, as the fan, though immoveably 
fixt in the centre of our ſyſtern,” appears to riſe and ſet every 
day, and to alter its poſition from North to South; and from 
South to North, but this apparent variation does not puzzle 
any experienced aſtronomer; ſo neither will thoſe paſſages, 
that ſpeak after the manner of men, of God's repenting, &e. 
ſtumble any that are well acquainted with the ſcriptures. For 
it is evident from the nature of things, that the Deity muſt ap- | 
r to man according to the condition in which man ſtands | 
towards his Great Creator, And thus it js ſaid in the ſerip- [ 
ture, With the merciful thou wilt ſhew thyſelf merciful ; 
and with the upright man, thou wilt ſhew thyſelf upright ; 
with the pure thou wilt ſhew thyſelf pure; and with the fro- 
ward thou wilt ſhew thyſelf unſavoury.“ 2 Samuel XXii, 
26, 27. 

'  Itis the fixt and unchangeable intention of God to alter or 
vary his diſpenſations towards the children of men, as they 
alter their conduct towards him. And this, far from being a 
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blemiſh, is a beauty in the divine government. The fallow; 
ing is the juſt, good, and unalierable rule, which he. has laid 
down in this cafe. . Jer. xviüi. 10. At what inftant 
1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdouy 
10 pluck up and to pull down, and to deſtroy it: I that na- 
ton againſt wham I have ꝓronounged, tun from their evil, 
I vilf repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.” Aud 
at hat inſtant I iball {peak concerning a nation aud cuncem- 
ing · g Kingdom, to build and to plant it; if dt do evil in my 
Acht, that it obey not my voice, then I will rapent of be 
g2od wherewith I ſaid | would benefit. them.” 
The characters af Gad take pp ſo great a part of the Bible 
that 4ime would fail me te quote all the paſſages wherein his 
perfections are, mentioned; but enough have been cited, to 
How that you have unbappily. written upon a ſubject that you 
de not undlarſtand; and have taken much pains to confute 
nt, of which it appears you are in a great meaſure ignorant, 
-£r, you neyar could have imagiged, that the ſyſtem of Chriſti, 
Ait which comprehends the whole Bible, was af mar 44 
Atheiſm, as twilight is to darkneſs, ee the web 
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'this letter I ſhall ase your ſtrong fort, which if you Fe 

: could'defend, you | would be able to do ſomething againſt 
on 


paid eli, but I truſt to make it appear, that your 
228 aſſertions 
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allextians are inconcluſive and groundleſs You ſuppoſe thay 


no one is under obligation to believe in divine revelation, ex- 

cept only the identical perſons to whom it was made, however 
well atteſted it be. This is about the ſame as though I ſpchld 
aſſert, That no one is under an obligation ſo much as to be- 
lieve the laws of their country to be genuine, ſtill leſs ſp o 
obey them, except only thoſe perſons who were actually pre- 
ſent when they were paſſed. And what ſtrange confuliog- 
would be the conſequence of ſuch an aſſertion being received 
There would be no faith, no confidence in the beſt goverg- 
ment, no obedience, nor the leaſt good order. All the inha- 
bitants of the whole continent, men, women, and children, 
muſt aſſemble from year to year at the ſeat of government, 


and muſt be actually preſent at the paſſing of the laws; and 
then, as the company would be ſo large, ſome that floog 


near muſt tell others, and fo it would be NI to the greater 
part ſtill. 

But I venture to aſſert, contrary to you, That yenelagion 
may be as certain to thoſe who receive it from others, as to 
thoſe who have it immediately from God, if thoſe perſons to 
whom it was firſt made, can give full and certain prof tp 
others, that they have fo received it, by working plain, evi- 
dent, and undoubted miracles in confirmation of the ſame. 
Andin this caſe, thoſe who behold the miracles, have much 
ſtronger evidences of the revelation, than bare hearſay, though 
there are many perſons of ſuch eminently good characters, 
that there would be no great riſk in believing a thing which 


they ſhould affirm that they ſaw and heard. But undeniable 


miracles wrought in proof of the revelation given, make the 
matter juſt as cartain to all that ſee them, as though the reve- 
lation had been communicated to each of them in particular, 
And thus the full evidence is immediately transferred from 
one to the multitude, And it would be lamentable indeed, if 
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human nature was ſo ſunk down, that there could be no pf. 
ile way of authenticating facts from age to age. 

** Moſes, Feſus, and his apoſtles, all wrought many public 

and undeniable miracles in proof of the doctrine they taught, ſd 

that it is very unfair to pretend, that we are under no obliga- 
tion to believe the revelations given to them, under a notion 
that they were not given to us, when. we have full and un- 
doubted proof of their deing truly divine revelations, and given 
by God with a full intention of their mg W — 
us, and for our benefit. | 


But your repreſentation of the giving of the Wy is ſo fall 


that I muſt conclude you either really or pretendedly ignorant 
of the hiſtory of it, and it is moſt charitable to believe the for. 


mer; but at any rate, I fhall endeavour to correct e 


count of the matter, by the ſcripture. | 

You-ſay, © When Moſes told the children of Ifracl, that 
de received the two tables of the commandments from the 
hand of God, they were not obliged to believe him, becauſe 
they had no other authority for it than his telling them ſo; 
and J have no other authority for it, than ſome hiſtorian tel. 
ling me ſo. The commandments carry no internal evidence 
of divinity within them. They contain ſome good moral pre- 
cepts, ſuch as any man qualified to be a law-giver or legitla- 
tor, could produce himſelf, without having nen to ole 
natural intervention.“ 

Surpriſing! Have you forgot, or did you never notice, that 
the ten commandments, which were afterwards written upon 
two tables of ſtone, were delivered immediately by God. him- 
ſelf from mount Sinai, to the whole congregation ? you ſureh 
did not mean to miſrepreſent this matter! The account of the 
giving of. the law from mount Sinai, is the moſt particular 
chat can be conceived. It was notified to the congregation 


three __ beforehand, and . were ordered to pre- 
Pate 
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pare for the grand ſolemnities of the third day. They were: 


ordered to ſet bounds round the mount, that neither mad ne 
beaſt might approach within a certain diſtance. ' | 
« And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, I come to OE 


thick cloud, that the people may hear when I ſpeak with 


thee, and believe thee for ever. * 
« And it came to paſs on the third day, in the morning, 
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud. 


upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet waxed ex- 


ceeding loud; ſo that all the people that were in the camp 
trembled. And Moſes brought forth the people out of the 


camp to meet with God ; and they ſtood at the nether part of 
the mount. And mount Sinai was altogether on a ſmoke, 


becauſe the Lord deſcended upon it in fire; and the ſmoke 
thereof aſcended as the ſmoke of a great furnace, and the 


whole mount quaked greatly. And when the voice of the 


trumpet ſounded long, and waxed louder and louder, Maſes 
ſpake, and God anſwered him by a voice.” Here could be 
no deception, nor poſlibility of miſtake : All the people ſaw 
and heard for themſelves. And God ſpake all theſe words, 
and ſaid, I am the Lord thy. God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, and out of the houſe of bondage. 


himſelf delivered the ten commandments from Sinai's top, 
with a loud voice, ſo that all the people heard them with their 
own ears. If you had conſidered this, you would not, I think, 
have ſpoken ſo lightly of theſe commandments as you have 
done. Here then was revelation made to all the people, not 
ſecond-hand, nor hearſay ; and there is no doubt but they might 
have heard the whole of the body of the laws which God gave 
to Moſes, but it was their own choice to receive the remainder 
from the mouth of Moſes, and not immediately from God. 

* And all the people ſaw and heard the thunderings, and the 
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lightnings, and the noiſe of the trumpet, and the mountuln 

ſmoking: and when he people ſaw it, they removed, and 

ſtood afar off, And they faid unto Moſer, Speak thou with 

us, and we will hear: but let not God fpeak with'vs; left we 

die. See Rx6d; xix. and xx. This great ever fully proved 

| that God could make a revelation of his mind and will to 

men. And this was à revelation according to your on mind, 
made to all the people. And the credentials of Miſes were 

fully then authenticated by God himſelf; and the people in. 

treated him to be a mediator between God and them, and they 

all ſolemnly promiſed to hear, believe and obey him. "And 

| therefore, when Mae afterwards brought the ten command- 

wents written upon two tables of ſtone, and told them that he 

received them from the hand of God, they were under the 
| kigheſt obligation 79 beliewe him, directly contrary to your af 

 fertion! For, firſt, they had heard the very ſame words pro 
nounced by the divine voice out of the midſt of the fire; and 
_ ſecondly, they had defired Myfes to receive the words fron 
God, and to ſpeak to them; and they had ſolemnly promiſed 
do believe and obey him. So that it was a thing of their on 
choice; and therefore your faying, that they were nat obliged 
| to believe him, when they had covenanted fo to do, tends 2 
| ' much to the deſtruction of all good order and free goverr- 
| ment, as it does to the overthrow of religion. Dangenw 
politics theſe ! not worthy of the name of common ſenſe, right 
of man, nor age «f reaſen, but worthy to be ſtiled, falſebu, 
 truce-breaking, and anarchy. My politics have always been, 
| hat the plain commands of our Creator, or evident reaſon, d 
. our own deliberate lawful folemn engagements bind us; u 
alſo the laws of our countty founded in reaſon and juſic, 
made by ourſelves in perfon, or by legal repreſentatives, But 
| your preſent politics ſet all-affoat. Alas, how differetitly yo 
N | "ſpeak now, from what you did when you wrote common ſe; 
| = © wheel 
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whetein you advifed that God ſhould be acknowledged King 
of America, and the Bible ſolemnly crowned as his law, and 
the law of our country. But, how is the gold become dim! 
and the m fine gold changed! You muſt acknowledge that 
your politics are greatly altered; but I hope my countrymen 
will not be To weak as to follow you, to the total deſtruction 


of all good order and government. 


This great event has all the four infallible marks of truth, 
and therefore it is impoſlible to be falſe (even though we 
ſhould not be able to prove the inſpiration of the whole Bible) 


for it was ſuch a fact as the ſenſes of men could judge of, 


They could ſee the ſmoke and the fire, and hear the thun- 
derings, the trumpet, the mighty voice, and the words of 
the law. 


The whole congregation of Iſrael, (about three millions of 
men, women and children) were eye and ear witneſſes of the 


fame. There was an account written of it by Moſes himſelf, 


and read before all the people ; and there was a feaſt inſtituted 
in remembrance of the event, even the feaſt of Pentecoſt, fifty 
days after the paſſover. And this inſtitution took place from 


that time, and has been conſtantly obſerved by the Jews every 


year, from that ſeaſon, down to the preſent period. 
“And Meſes came and told the people the words of the 


Lord, and all the judgments, (that is, all which is written in- 


Exod. xxi, xxii, xxiii.) and all the people anſwered with one 
voice, and ſaid, All the words which the Lord hath ſaid, will 
we do. And Maſes wrote all the words of the Lord, &. And 
he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience 
of the people; and they ſaid, All that the Lord hath ſaid will 
we do, and be obedient.” Exod. xxiv. 3. 4, 7. 

Nothing can be more evident than the truth of theſe facts, 
and conſequently of the certainty of divine revelation: for 


AViſes frequently reminded the people of what their eyes had 
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ſeen, and their ears Mad heard, and they never contradicted 


him; which they would certainly have done, if he had. not 
told them what they knew to be the truth, For they were 
an unbelieving and diſobedient people, and who frequently 
murmured againſt him, but never gave the leaſt intimation of 


his falſifying facts. And his words to them have all the 


marks of truth and ſincerity, for he appeals to their own ſenſes. 


ü „Only take heed to thyſelf, and keep thy ſoul diligently, 


leſt thou forget the things which thine eyes have ſeen, and 
Jeſt they depart from thy heart, all the days of thy life: but 
teach them to thy ſons, and to thy ſons' ſons: ſpecially the 
day when thou ſtoodeſt before the Lord thy God in Horeb, 
when the Lord ſaid unto me, Gather me the people together, 
and I will make them hear my words, that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they ſhall live upon the earth, and 
that they might teach their children. And ye came near, and 
ſtood under the mountain; and the mountain burned with fire, 
unto the middle of heaven, with darkneſs, clouds and thick 


darkneſs. And the Lord ſpake unto you out of the midſt of 


the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but ſaw no ſimili- 
tude ; only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you his 
covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even ten 
commandments, and he wrote them upon two tables of ſtone. 
And the Lord commanded me at that time to teach you ſtatutes 
and judgments, that ye might do them, in the land whither 
ye go over to poſſeſs it, Take ye therefore good heed unto 
yourſelves: for ye ſaw no manner of ſimilitude on the day 
that the Lord ſpake unto you in Horeb out of the midſt of 
the fire ; leſt ye corrupt yourſelves,” &c. 

For aſk now of the days that are paſt, which were before 
thee, ſince the day that God created man upon the earth, and 
aſk from the one ſide of heaven unto the other, whether there 


hath been any ſuch thing as this great thing i or hath been 


' heard 
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heard like it? Did ever people hear the voice of God ſpeaking® | 
out of the midſt of the fire, as thou haſt heard, and live? 


Unto thee it was ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know that the 
Lord (or Jehovah) he is God, there is none elſe befide him. 
Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might 
inſtru thee ; and upon earth he ſhewed his great fire; and 
thou heardeſt his words out of the midſt of the fire.” Deut. 
iv. 9—15, 32, 33» 36. 

And in the 5th chapter of the ſame book, Meſes repeats 
the ten commandments, prefacing them with theſe words : 
« Hear, O Iſrael, the ſtatutes aud judgments which I ſpeak 
in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep and 


do them. The Lord our God made a covenant with us in 


Horeb. The Lord our God made not this covenant with 
our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive 
thisday. The Lord talked with you face to face in the mount, 
out of the midſt of the fire. I ſtood between the Lord and 
you at that time, to ſhew you the word of the Lord: for ye 
were afraid by reaſon of the fire, and went not yp into the 
mount.” And then, after repeating the ten commandments, 
he adds, . Theſe words the Lord ſpake unto all your aſſembly 
in the mount, out of the midſt of the fire, of the cloud, and 
of the thick darkneſs, with a great voice, and he added no 
more; and he wrote them in two tables of ſtone, and deli- 
vered them unto me. And it came to paſs, when ye heard 
the voice out of the mid{t of the darkneſs, (for- the mountain 
did burn with fire) that ye came near unto me, even all the 
heads of your tribes, and your elders, and ye ſaid, Behold, 
the Lord our God hath ſhewed us his glory, and his great- 
neſs, and we have heard his voice out of the fire: we have 
ſeen this day that God doth talk with man, and he liveth. 
Now therefore why ſhould we die? for this great fire will 
tonſume us. If we hear the voice of the Lord our God any 


I 2 | more, 
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woxe, then we ſhall die For, Cho is there of all fleſh that 
hath heard the voice. of the living God, ſpeaking out of the 
midſt of the fire, (as we have) and lived ? Go thoy near, and 
hear all that the Lord oux God ſhall ſay ; and ſpeak thou unto 
us all that the Lord our God ſhall ſpeak unto thee, and we 


will hear it, and do it. And the Lord heard the voice of 


your words, when ye ſpake unto me: and the Lord ſaid unto 
me, I have heard the yoice of the words of this people, which 
they have ſpoken unto thee : they have well ſaid all that they 
have ſpoken. O that there were ſuch an heart in them that 
they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, 
that it might be well with them, and with hs children for 
ever!“ Deut. v. I—5, 22—29. 

I make theſe long quotations from the ſcriptures for th 
following reaſons. 

1. To ſhew that you have greatly miſrepreſented the Mo- 
ſaic revelation, or the giving of the law. 2. To make it 
plain, that divine revelation was given at firſt to. all the con- 
gregation : contrary to your inſinuations. It is evident that 
this was a fact, by its having all the marks of truth, and by 
the conſtant appeals which Maſes made to the people, while 
. they were yet alive, who ſaw and heard thoſe wonders. 3. 
To make it plain, that the credentials of Meſes were ſuch as 
admitted of no diſpute. 4. That this hearſay revelation, as 
you are pleaſed to call it, or receiving it from one, the proofs 
of- whoſe million were infallible, was what the people delibe- 
rately choſe as the moſt preferable method. And conſe- 
quently, it was divine revelation ſtill, and communicated in 
the very way which they deſired; and which, therefore, they 
were as much obliged to believe and obey, as though it had 
been immediately given to each of them, as the law of the 
ten commands was from Sinai. 5. As you keep no Bible, | 


quote theſe paſſages for your peruſal, hoping that it may pleaſe 
+ Gal 
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God to give you repentance for the many falſe and ſhameful / 
afſertions that you have made reſpeRing the Bible, iche 
ſcattered through all your book, as though it was chiefſy filled 
up with a hi/ory of the graſſeſt vices, and à collection of the met 
paltry and contemptible tales: and that it would be more confiſent 
that we called it the word of a demon than the word God, &. 
&c. I hope you will at leaſt allow, that: theſe quotations 


from the book of Moſes, to which I could eaſily add many - 


hundreds more, do not deſerve either our abhorrence-or con- 
tempt. 6. It is only by making ſuch large quotations from 
the book itſelf, that I am able fully to refute what you have 
ſaid againſt the Bible; for let its voice. be only heard, and then 
2 numerous ſtanders againſt it fall to the ground. at once. 
Hoping that you will think 1 of theſe _— 


1 remain 


Your ſincere friend, Kc. 


LETTER VII. 
SIR, 


I AM glad to find that you allow the poſſibility of God's 


making a revelation of his mind and will to men; you 


fay, No one will deny or diſpute the power of the Almighty, 
to make ſuch a communication if he pleaſes.” And I, for 
my part am apt tothink, that (conſidering not only his'power, 
whichyou allow, buthis wiſdom, which is ſo ſuperior to ours, 
and alſo his amazing goodneſs and kindneſs, and the need we 
ſtandinofarevelation, in order toknowhim, andourduty toward 
him, and his purpoſes concerning us) it is highly probable, and 


even certain, that he muſt have made ſuch a revelation long 


ago. 
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290. But if a revelation is neceſſary at all, it is needful for 
the many, as well as for the few: and therefore it muſt be 
given to the multitude immediately, as the ten commandments 
were given to the Ifraelites at Sinai ; or the -revelation muſt 
be given to a few, to be divulged to the people at large, for 
whoſe benefit it is intended. The firſt of theſe methods is at- 
tended with ſo much terror, that moſt men like the Iſraelites 
at Sinai, would chooſe to receive it in the ſecondary method. 
As Ehn ſaid to Job, © Behold, I am according to thy wiſh, 
in God's ſtead; I alſo am formed out of the clay. Behold, 
my terror ſhall not make thee afraid, neither ſhall my hand be 
heavy upon thee,” Job xxxiii. 6, 7. 
„But in the ſecondary method, it is neceſſary that what is pro- 
poſed as revelation, be either ſuch a8 God only could make 
known; or, ſomething ſo eminently wiſe, great, and good as 
to carry its own evidence with it, that it came from God? 
or, that it be confirmed by evident ſigns and miracles. There» 
fore, if a perſon to whom a revelation be given of God, be able 
to confirm it by evident and undeniable miracles, it is as much 
a revelation to the people as to himſelf,” and they have far 
more than only his word far it, that it was made to him. And 
they are under equal obligation to believe it, as though it was 
made immediately to themſelves / ſecing it is intended for their 
benefit, and confirmed by ſuch numbers of indifputable mira- 
cles, as make it of equal certainty, as though it had been 
given: to them by God himſelf, without any mediator. My 
readers will obſerve, that this view of the matter entirely 
changes the ground, and ſhews that ynur repre ſentation is falſe, 
and calculated to miſlead; by declaring that we can have no 
other poſſible evidence of divine revelation than the word of the 
perſon to whom it was firſt given. Whereas, both the revela- 
_ tion by Mes; and that by Chriſt, were confirmed by multi- 
tudes of cvident miracles, that could not be diſputed ; which 


were 
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were done before thouſands, and were open tothe examinatiaii 
of all. And to theſe miracles, both Moſes and our Saviour 
frequently appeal, even in the preſence of thoſe very perſous 
who beheld them with their own eyes. The miracles by 
which the Moſaic revelation was confirmed, were tbo evi- 
dent and certain to admit of a moment's: diſpute,” and had 
all the marks of real wonders. . The ten plagues that were 
wrought in Egypt, upon Pharaoh and all his people, were tals 
of the utmoſt notoriety. The dividing the Red Sea; and mak- 
ing a way for the great hoſt of //rael, conſiſting of about three | 
millions of people, with their multitude of beaſts and cattle, 
to paſs through in ſafety, while Pharaoh and his hoſt were 
overthrown there, was evidently a miracle that nothing ſhort 
of the almighty power of God could perform, and it was: cer- 
tainly done, and done in the. preſence of vaſt numbers of peo- 
ple; who, though they were the moſt unbelieving people in 
the world, yet never pretended to diſpute this plain matter 
of fact, which they ſaw with their own eyes. Their being fed 
forty years with manna from heaven; ſupplied with water from 
the fragment of a flinty rock, in the valley of Rephidim ; and 
the preſervation of their garments upon them through-atl their 
journey ; were three ſuch conſtant. and ſtanding miracles, as 
were much more than ſufficient to confirm the revelation given 
by Miſes. There was no poſſibility of deception in any of 
theſe things; for to have made them believe that they went 
through the ſea, when they did not, and fed upon manna forty 
years, and drank water from the rock, and that their clothes 
and even their ſhoes laſted them all that time; when in reality 
vone of theſe things took place, requires a faith as much ſtronger 
than mine to credit, as the credulity of a modern Deilt is 
greater than that of a chriſtian ; which 1 ſuppoſe is more than 

a thouſand times. For not only muſt the deceptiou have been 
miracle many thouſand times greater than the true wonder, 
| but 
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but what ĩs worſe ſtill, it ſuppoſes the God of truth to have ex- 
| . exted his power to deceive. his poor creatures; which is an 
| abominable idea, highly inſulting to the Majeſty of heavenand 
; impoſlible to be true. 

5 As I obſerved,.that Mz/es appealed to the wonders wroigh 

| | | beforethe eyes of the people I will produce a ſpecimen... 

“And when thy ſon{aſketh thee in time to come, ſaying, 
What mean theteſtimonies, and the ſtatutes, and the judgments 
which the Lord our God hath commanded you? Then thou 
ſhalt ſay unto thy ſon, We were Pharaoh's bond-nien in Egypt 
and the Lord brought us out of Egypt, with a mighty hand, 
And the Lord ſhewed ſigns and wonders, great and ſore, upon 
Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his houſehold, before our 

eyes: and he brought them us from thence, that he might 
bring us in, to give us the land which he ſware unto. our fi- 
thers.” Deut. vi. 20, 21, 22, 25. 

e And thou ſhalt remember all the way which the Lord thy 
God led thee theſe forty years in the wilderneſs, to humblethee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldſt keep his commandments or no. And he humbled 
thee, and ſuffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manns, 
which thou knoweſt not, neither did thy fathers know; &c. 
Thy raiment waxed not old upon. the, neither did ne foot 
ſwell theſe forty years. 

„ Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God, &c. who 
led thee through that great and terrible wilderneſs, wherein 
were fiery ſerpents, and ſcorpions, and drought, where there 
was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock 
of flint; who fed thee in the wilderneſs with manna, which 
thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and prove 
thee, wo the: apple thy latter end,” Deut. viii. 2, 3, 4 
Ii, 15, 16. 


And know ye this day, for I ſpeah not wht your children, 
which 
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. which have not known, and which have not ſeen the chaſtiſe- 
ment of the Lord your -Gvd, and his greatneſs, his mighty 


hand, and his ſtretched out arm, and his miracles, and his acts 
which he did in the midſt of Egypt, and unto Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, and unto all his land; and what he did unto the 
army of Egypt, unto their horſes, and to their chariots: how 
he made the water of the Red Sea to overflow them, as they 


. purſued after you, and how the Lord hath deſtroyed them unto 
| this day: and what he did unto you in the wilderneſs, until 


ye came to this place: and what he did unto Dathan and Abi- 
ram, the ſons of Eliab, the ſon of Reuben; how the earth 


opened her mouth, and ſwallowed them up, and their houſe- 


holds, and their tents, and all the ſubſtance that was in their 
poſſeſſion, in the midſt of all 1/rae]. But your eyes have ſeen 


all the great acts of the Lord which he did. Therefore ſhall 


ye keep all the commandments which I command you this 


day.“ &c. Deut. xi. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 


And Moſes called unto all 1/rael, and ſaid unto them, Ye 
have ſeen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the land of 
Egypt, unto Pharaoh, and unto all his ſervants, and unt» all 
his land: the great temptations which thine eyes have ſeen, 
the ſigns, and thoſe great miracles. And I have led you forty 
years in the wilderneſs; your clothes are not waxen old upon 
you, and thy ſhoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. Ye have 
not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk wine or ſtrong drink, 


. that ye might know that I am the Lord your, God.” Deut. 


xxix. 2, 3, 5, 6. 

It appears plain from chis evidence, that the children of 
Iſrael had abundance more than the word of Meſago prove 
the truth of divine revelation to them. For all "te: great 


ſigns and miracles certainly happened, or he never would have 


appealed to the people, as witneſſes of their truth and reality; 


aul they could not be deceptions, unleſs we can ſuppoſe three 
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millions of people might be ſo far deceived for forty yeats to- 
gether, as to imagine that they gathered bread from the ground, 
and drank water from the rock to their full content, and wore 
the ſame clothes all that time, without perceiving them decay. 
If theſe great things actually happened, it is abſotutely certain 
that they could only be brought about by the power of God; 
for the utmoſt extent of human power could do nothing to- 
wards feeding ſo many millions of people, daily, for forty 
years together, wich bread from heaven, and giving them and 

all their beaſts water ſuſſicient for drink, and for all other uſes, 
during the ſame time, out of a fragment of a flinty rock, and 
preventing their clothes from waxing old, though conſtantly 
worn forty years. 

Therefore, if theſe things all took place, as they ſurely did, 
and could only be brought about by divine and infinite power, 
as muſt be confeſſed by all men of reaſon, it will then follow, 
that the Iſraclites had as full proof of the revelation given by 
Moſes, as though it had been given immediately from God, to 
each of them in particular, and were under equal obligations 
to obey it, as though that had been-the caſe. There are alſo 
many internal evidences in the Moſaic revelation, which to me 
are full proofs of its authenticity, but I have not, time to inſiſt 
upon them; nor need I, as what I have already advanced it | 
ſufficient. 

The revelation by Feſus Chriſt, was confirmed by many un- 
doubted miracles. He healed the ſick, he opened the eyes of 
the blind, even thoſe who were born blind; he made the deaf 
to hear, the dumb to ſpeak, the latne to walk; he. cured the 
maimed, cleanſed the lepers, caſt out demons, raiſed the dead, 
turned water into wine, fed great multitudes with but little 
food, and had much more left than when he begun; calmed 
the winds and ſeas with his word; walked upon the raging 
waves, and enabled Peter to do the ſame ; brought large ſhoals 
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of fiſh to Peter's net in an inſtant, when he had been tolling 
all nigtit and had taken nothing, &c. Theſe miracles were 
done openly, before multitudes, and were ſuch as the ſenſes of 
men could judge of; they were not done in a corner, and had 
nothing of the appearance: of juggling tricks in them. Some 
of them were often repeated, perhaps on many thouſands of 
objects, as the healing of the ſick, &c. and there could be no 
deception in them. His greateſt enemies acknowledged the 
reality of his miracles, though they ſometimes blaſphemouſly 
denied the power by which they were evidently wrought. As. 
ignorant as Nicodemus was, he reaſoned far better upon the 
ſubje& of miracles than you do; lie reckoned them as ſome of 
the higheſt proofs of a divine miſſion, while you only reckon 
them as ſhrws, to amuſe and make the people flare and wonder. 

He faid unto Feſus, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God, for no man can do theſe miracles that thou 
doeſt, except God be with him.” John iii. 2. This was rea- 
ſoning upon the principles of common ſenſe; for nothing can 
be more abſurd than to ſuppoſe, that God wonld give any per- 
ſon power to perform real miracles in confirmation -of falſe- 
Our Saviour himſelf appeals to the miracles he wrought, 
as full proofs of his miſſion, and of the revelation that he gave; 
and it will be extremely difficult for you, either to prove that 
he wrought no real miracles, or that the works he wrought 
were not full, ſufficient and infallible proofs of that divine re- 
velation that came by him. He fays, „I have greater wit- 
neſs than that of Jahn: for the works which the Father hath 
given me to finiſh, the fame works that I do, bear witneſs of 
me that the Father hath ſent me.” St. John v., 36. 

And to his diſciples he ſays, © Believe me that I ain in the 
Father, and and the Father in-me; or elſe believe me for the very 
works ſake.” St. John xiv. 11. | 
| K2_ And 

* 


119 1 


And elſewhere he * « Tf I had not. done among . 
the works which none other man did, they had not had fin; ; 
but now they have both ſeen and hated both me and my Fa- 

_ ther.” St. John xv. 24. 
It is true that Ci gave many other db of the eruth of 
his miſſion beſides the miracles he wrought ; but theſe of them- 
| ſelves were abundantly ſufficient for the purpoſe. And I am 
far from thinking that an appeal to undeniable miracles, tends 
to weaken the evidence of divine revelation, (as you ſeem to 
ſuppoſe) but rather greatly ſtrengthens, ſupports and confirms 
it ; and appears to me, contrary to what it does to you, as the 
moſt ſuitable, ſhort and eaſy method that infinite wiſdom could 
poſſibly take to prove revelation to people in general. For 
but few of mankind comparatively are poſſeſt of ſtrong reaſon- 
ing powers, able at once to judge of the truth of a revelation 
by its moral fitneſs : but moſt are bleſt with the natural ſenſes 
of ſeeing, hearing, feeling, &c. and therefore are as compe- 
tent judges and witneſſes of real miracles, as the moſt wiſe, 
ſenſible, and learned men on earth. And the loweſt degree of 
reaſon is ſufficient to ſhew, that whenever undeniable miracles 
are wrought, they muſt be wrought by the power of God, and 
that he would never exert that power to confirm a falſehood; 
and conſequently, that a revelation confirmed by- ſuch won- 
ders is fully proved to be genuine. And for this purpoſe the 
evangeliſts who wrote the life of Feſus gave us a ſmall ſpeci- 
men of the miracles which he wrought : as St. John ſays, 
And many other ſigns truly did. Feſus in the preſence of hi 
diſciples, which are not written in this book : but theſe are 
written that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son 
of God and that believing you might have life . his 
name. St. John xx. 30, 31. . 
Therefore we ought to give the more earneſt and diligent 


heed to the things which we have heard, left at any time we 
| ſhould 
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ſhould let them flip. For if the word ſpoken by angels was 
ſtedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and. diſobedience received a 
juſt recompence of reward: how ſhall we eſcape if we negle& 
ſo great ſalvation; which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by 
the Lord, and was afterward confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him: God allo bearing them witneſs, both with ſigns, 
and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Haly | 
Ghoſt, according to his will.” Heb. ii. 2, 3, 4. s 
The Chriſtian revelation in itſelf contains ſuch internal 
evidences. of its truth and .excellency, as one might indeed 
think quite ſufficient to induce any candid rational mind to 
receive it; but in a matter of ſuch vaſt and infinite .import- 
ance, God hath not barely given us ſuch teſtimony as might 
be judged enough to prove it true, but hath, as it were, heaped 
witneſs upon witneſs, line upon line, evidence upon evidenee; 
till there appears to me the higheſt paſſible degree of moral 
certainty, and no room left for even the ſhadow of a doubt. 
And in the many different kinds of evidence of the truth of di- 
vine revelation, different minds may chooſe that which is moft 
agreeable to their own peculiar turn and habit. of thinking. 
Some may be fully ſatisfied by the cxcellency of the doctrines; 
others by the perfection of th2. ſyſtem of morality therein 
taught; ſome by the life and character of Chrift and his 
apoſtles, may feel themſelves aſſured, that ſuch men could not 
impoſe upon the world; others may be perſuaded by the re- 
mark able coincidence between the ancient prophecies, and the 
events of Chriſt's birth, life, ſufferings, death, burial, reſurrec- 
tion, aſcenſion, &c. that he was the true Meſſiah, and conſe- 
quently that we are under obligation to believe him : Some 
may ſee ſuch a moral fitneſs in the hole ſyſtem, as to be fully 


aſſured that it came from God; while others may require mi- 


racles, There is ſufficient evidence in each of theſe to prove 
the truth of the Chriſtiap revelation ; what then is the whole 
, united 


7 1 


|  wnitod together? And how great muſt bo their guilt, ho be. 
| jeR with diſdain, a revelation that has all theſe and many othet 
marks of its truth and authenticity? I think, we as men, 


have abundant reaſon to be glad, both that God has given us 
divine revelation, and hath ſtamped it with ſuch infallible 
marks of truth, that it is impoſſible that we ſhould be deceiv- 
ed by it, or have the ſmalleſt reaſon to doubt its 9 


1 am, Sir, 


Your ſincere friendę &c. 


LETTER VIII. 


SIR, 


| P. my laſt I ſhewed how divine revelation might be as fully 
proved to the multitude, as though it had been given to 


each of them in particular, viz. by ſuch miracles being wrought 


1n confirmation of the ſame, as were only poſſible to be done 


by the power of God; and which reaſon aſſures us would ne- 

ver be exerted to confirm falſchood and deception. Theſe 

_ miracles muſt be ſuch as the ſenſes of men could judge of, 

and they muſt be done openly ; i and if this — 2 

evidence is unqueſtionable. 8 | 

Baut how ſhall we that live ſo long after, that _ not ſeen 
the miracles with our own eyes, be aſſured that the revelation 


be true ? This has been anfwered before, in the ſecond letter; 
for if the reſurrection of Feſus be true, as is there proved, the 


truth of his miſſion and revelation will follow-of courſe. And 
the certainty of the truth-of the miracles may be as eaſily com- 


muni 


. Of wwe 


L 
municated to the remoteſt generations, by biſtory and inſtitu 
tions, as any other facts. Beſides all which, we have this un- 
deniable advantage, that the internal evidence of what we call 
divine revelation, is, according to your own rule, fully fuffi- | 
cient to commend it ta us. For whatever perfections of God . 


you can diſcover in the great book of nature, even after ages 


of ſtrict-attention, we can find plainly revealed in the File,” 
and be able to learn in a few hours; and whatever duties you 
may be able to learn from the works of creation, whether gra- 
titude towards God, or benevolence towards your fellow-crea- 
tures, we are taught in the fcriptures in the ſhorteſt, plaineſt, 
and directeſt manner; and may attain the knowledge of with 
little. or no trouble; fo that we have that time to practiſe in, 
which you muſt take up in learning. And I may ſaſely chal- 
lenge you and all your brethren, ever to learn or find out one 
ſingle perfection in the character of God, or one duty towards 
him, yourſelves, or fellow-creatures, by reading the book of 
creation, that I cannot find in plain words in the Bible, under 
all the diſadvantages of a tranſlation. And there are feveral 
things which the ſcriptures teach us, that can never be learned 
from the book of nature; ſuch as, that the Deity can pardon 
lin, bath prepared a ſtate of immortality for men, and will 
raiſe them from the dead, &c. 
But beſides all theſe, and many other proofs that we have 

of the truth of divine revelation, there is one ſtanding evidence, 
which is the ſame to vs as the teſtimony of miracles was to 
thoſe who ſaw them performed, at the time that revelation was 
firſt given ; and that is, the conſtant and exact · fulfilment of 
prophecy. This has been a ſtanding miracle, in all ages 
ſince revelation was committed to Writing; prophecies have 
always been intermixed, and theſe have been of various 
lengths; for the prophets did not always ſhoot (according to 
een with a long bow of a. thouſand years, but on the 

contrary, 
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, contraiy, propheſied of ſome things that were - fulfilled in their 
own time, with the utmoſt exactneſs; ſome were accompliſh. 


ed a little after their death, while many were living who heard 


me prophecies ; and theſe being ſo exactly fulfilled, naturally 
tended to give credit to thoſe that reached farther forward, 


And thoſe that ſpake of things a thouſand years to come, were 


| Fulfilled in the ſame exact manner; and ſuch as are not yet 


accompliſhed, will doubtleſs be, in like manner, fully juſtified 


dy their correſponding events. 


The prophecies reſpecting Feſus, were certainly delivers 


; hong before his birth, for they were tranſlated into the Greek 


language, ſome hundreds of years before he appeared in the 
world; ſo that there can be no diſpute in that reſpect; and 
though they were given forth ſo long before, and were ſo va- 


rious, and ſome of them ſo unlikely to'be ever accompliſhed, 


yet they all met in him in a moſt ſurpriſing manner, too exact. 


Jy to be the work of chance, and altogether afford an incon- 


teſtible proof of the truth of divine revelation. I will give a 
little fpecimen. 

It was propheſied that he ſhould be born at Bethlehem; but 
until near the time of his birth, there appeared no likelihood 
of its being fulfilled ; for Mary his mother dwelt at Nazareth 

a City in Galilee, far remote ; neither does it appear, from an) 


account we have, that ſhe had any thoughts of going there; 


but the prophecy could not fail, and therefore Auguſtus mult 
be filled with a curioſity to know the exact number of his ſub- 


jects; and to his end, he publiſhed a decree, that all perſons 


without exception muſt repair to their native places, there to 
be enrolled on the ſpot. This decree brought Foſeph and Mary 
to Bethlehem 2 enodgh for Jeſus to be born there, accord- 


ing to the prophecy. 


It was feretold of him that he ſhould be of a . mild, par 


200% benevolent diſpoſition, ſhould bear the infirmities and 
| ſickneſſes 
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gckneſſes of the p&3ple, and ſhould work miracles fo? thelr 
benefit, &c. and yet that he ſhould be deſpiſed, rejected, c- 
temned and abhorred by that nation: which altogether ſeemed 
very unlikely, and yet was exactly accompliſhed, and ſo te- 
mains to this time. For though 7eſus was the moſt amiable 
of men, and never did the Jews the ſmalleſt injury, yet they 
hate him to this day, far more than the whole train of impoſ- 
tors, who have at different times brought ſuch great diſaſters 
on their nation, eſpecially in the reign of e the Roman 
emperor, in the ſecond century. 

It was foretold of Feſus, that he ſhould be ſold for wia 
pieces of ſilver, betrayed by one of his pretended friends, ſhould 
have his hands and feet pierced, his garments divided by lot, 
ſhould -be mocked and ridiculed, ſhould have vinegar gives 
him to drink, ſhould be numbered with tranſgreſſors, ſhould 
riſe from the dead without ſeeing corruption, and ſhould afcend 
up to heaven: all theſe circumſtances were exactly fulfilled, 
according to thoſe hiſtories, which for many reafons could not 
be cunningly deviſed fables. 
© There are ſeveral ſtanding prophecies which are ſo plain, 


as not to be eaſily evaded. The cafe of the Arabians, the 


deſcendants of Iſbmael, is a moſt wonderful phenomenon in 
the hiſtory of mankind ; and proves the truth of divine revela- 
tlon. The prophecy that {Þmae/ ſhould be a wild man, that 
hrs hand fhould be aguinſt every man, and every man's hand againſt 
bim, and yet that he ſhould dwell in the preſence of all his brethren ; 
ſeemed extremely improbable, yet it has been punctually ful- 
filled, not only in Iſbmael himſelf, but in his poſterity to this 
day. They live in the wilderneſs where he was born; they 
area kind of wild people; they ſi g ſt by rapine, &c. they are 
enemies to all mankind ; and yet they have maintained their 
natural liberty and independence through all ages. They 
have ng been wholly conquered and ſubjugated by any 
| "Ih power ; 
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power; far leſs led captive out of their own land. They have, 
in their turn, been great conquerors, under Mahomet and his 
ſucceſſors, and poſſeſſed a very extenſive empire, but have again 
returned nearly to their ancient limits; but they never were 
ſubdued, though ſome of the greateſt conquerors of the eaſt, 
very ſeriouſly e to being them under the yoke of 
bondage. 

_Another 3 proof of * is the exiſtence of the 
J ewe in their preſent ſtate of diſperſion ; ſcattered among all 
nations, yet unmixed with any. They have out-lived all the 
nations and kingdoms that oppreſſed and perſecuted them of 
old, and they have, as it were, ſubſiſted by miracle, many 
ages; having no government, no abiding place, no country, 
which they can call their on-; and being a proverb, a by- 
word, and a curſe among the nations of the earth. He muſt 
be blind indeed, that can read the prophecies reſpecting them 
in their preſent ſituation, and not perceive the moſt exact co- 
incidence between the predictions and the events. 

There are great numbers of prophecies uttered by Miſs 
and the Prophets, and by riſt himſelf, reſpecting the miſe- 
ries which have fallen upon the Jews, and their preſent ſtats 
- which have been accompliſhed, and are now accompliſhing 

before our eyes, and that with the utmoſt degree of exaQneſs 
But for a ſpecimen, let any one read but the 26th chapter of 
Leviticus, and the 28th of Deuteronomy, and ſee with what 
an aſtoniſhing exactneſs their whole eſtate, bath proſperous 
and adverſe, was then predicted, more than three thouſand 
years ago. Scarce a Circumſtance that has ever happened to 
that nation, but is there foretold. And who but God could 
have inſpired a man to geclare, that the people ſhould exilt 
through all ages, and yet ſhould ſuffer the greateſt complica- 
tion of miſeries that ever any nation did ſince time began? If 


there was no other proof of the truth and reality of divine re- 
velation, 
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relation, but the fulfilment of thoſe prophecies alone, I ſhould 
look upon it to be quite ſufficient. And I am aſtoniſhed how | 
it is poſſible for any man, that has ever read the prophetical 
parts of the Bible, and compared them with ancient and mo- 
dern hiſtory, to have any doubts of the truth of the ſcriptures. 
There are the prophecies of the deſtruction of Nineveh, Ba- 
bylon, Tyre, Edom, Moab, Ammon, &c: the preſent baſe 
and contemptible ſtate of Egypt; ; the riſe; progreſs; decline 
and deſtruction of the four empires of the Chaldeans, Medians 
and Perſians, Grecians and Romans, that compared with their 
exact accompliſhment, ſeem fully ſufficient to produce con- 
viction in the moſt unbelieving mind. I muſt refer my rea- 
ders to biſhop Newton's diſſertations on the prophecies, where 
all theſe ſubjects are treated of in a moſt plain and ſtriking 
manner. It is a work that I have found of great uſe to me, 
and I hardly think it poſſible for a man to read it with can 
dourand attention, and continue an unbeliever in divine reve- 
ation. © 3 „ 

The preſent revolution in France, and the total deſtruction 
of the names of men, all titles of nobility, and all the religious 
orders, was an event ſo plainly foretold even in the bcok of 
Revelations, which you call 'a book of riddles, that Mr. Peter 
Jurieu, a Proteſtant miniſter, more than an hundred years ago, 
wrote a book, wherein he poſitively mentions the preſent re- 
volution in France, and the total deſtruction of the names or 
titles of men, and all the orders of monks, friars, &c. and even 
hxed the very time when it ſhould take place, only claiming a 
latitude of ten years, from the year 1780 to the year 1790, 
and this could hardly require the ingenuity of poſterity to make it 
print Blank as you ſay, for it is much within a thouſand miles of 
the mark, And this may ſerve to ſhew you, that if the book of 
Revelations is a book of riddles to you, there are thoſe in the 
world who * underſtand it; and from this inſtance it is plain, 

L 2 if 


14 ] 


if there was no other, that its truth and inſpiration may be 
depended upon. Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they that 
hear the words of this prophecy, and keep thoſe things that 
are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Rev. i. 3. 
I am far from being ſhaken in my mind reſpecting chriſ- 
_ tianity, by the ſpread of infidelity that has lately taken place; 
for this itſelf is an event foretold by "Zeſus Chriſt, in thele 
words, © Nevertheleſs, when the Son of Man cometh, ſhall 
| he find faith on the earth!” St. Luke xviii. 8. Which pro- 
phecy, though very unlikely in itſelf, conſidering the vat 
abundance of evidence in favonr of divine revelation, 'is now 
fulfilling very faſt ; and thus even your Age of Reaſqn, though 
Vritten expreſsly againſt the ſcriptures, tends to confirm them, 
St. Peter ſpeaks alſo of the infidelity which you and others are 
endeavouring to propagate, in the following remarkable 
words, “Knowing this firſt, that there ſhall come in the lat 
days, ſcoffers, walking after their own luſts, and ſaying, 
Where is the promiſe of his coming? for fince the fathers 
are fallen aſleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation,” &c. 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 

And St. Paul deſcriþes the wickedneſs of theſe ages, in the 
following ſtriking exprefſions ; © This know alſo, that in the 
laſt days, perilous times ſhall come; For men ſhall be loven 
at their ownſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, 

diſobedient to parents, unthankſul, unholy, without natural 
affection, truce-breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, 
deſpiſers ot thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, high-mindes 
lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of God,” &c. 2 Tim. il, 
1, 2, 3, 4. So that it appears, that both the infidelity and 
the wickedneſs of out times, were long ago predicted in the 
ſcriptures, and therefore afford an argument in favour of d. 


vine revclation, drawn from the very means which you take 
_ 


* 
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to endeavour to deſtroy its credit; but all = efforts againſt 
it, will be utterly in vain. 
Deteſtable as infidelity in itſclf appears, being no 2 


than making God a liar, by refuſing io believe the record 


that he has given of his Son, and which he has witneſſed to be 
true, in ſuch a manner, as to render unbelief without excuſe : 

yet as the ſpread of it in theſe latter days, was an eyent fore- 
known and predicted by Feſus Chriſt himſelf, as one of the 
ſigns of his near approach, we Chriſtians can behold jt in this 
light without being greatly troubled, or in the leaſt ſhaken in 
mind. We are forewarned in the ſcriptures of theſe things, 
and therefore are forearmed againſt diſcouragement on this 
account. And beſides, we have the pleaſure to ſee that God 


has made uſe of this flood of infidelity in France, to deſtroy 


popery more effectually in a few years, than by the gentler 
methods of, inſtructions, &c. it could have been done in ſe- 
veral centuries. Thus the prophecies that relate to the de- 
ſtruction of that hierarchy, are accompliſhing at the ſame 
time, with the predictions of the ſpread of infidelity, and by. 
that as a principal mean; and ſo there is a wheel within a 
wheel. And therefore, while you are thinking to deſtroy the 
evidence of divine revelation, .you are eſtabliſhing it beyond 
diſpute, in the minds of all candid, ſerious, enquiring men. 

I have been many years of the opinion, that infidelity 
would be one of the means of deſtroying ſuperſtition and Po- 
piſh jnfluence ; and God knows how to deſtroy infidelity in 
his.own time, by the coming and kingdom of Crit. 
Had you only attacked the errors and ſuperſtitions of the 


Romiſh Church, you would have performed a noble ſervice,. 


worthy of yourſelf, and of the cauſe of Liberty, which I my- 
ſelf love as well as you can; but why attack the ſacred ſcrip-. 
tures, which have done ten thouſand times more to enlighten, 

reform, civilize, and make men happy, than all the other 
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Werne Mat ever were uſed 7 You cannot but knew tlint the 


knowledge of the ſcriptures, and liberty, have faded or flou- 
Fiſhed together. You alſo know, that the Church of Rome 
kack in all ages, ſought to keep the common people ignorant 
of the ſcriptures, on purpoſe to keep them in ignorance and 
flavery, and attached to ſuperſtition; and therefore, in endea- 
totiting to leſſen the value of the Bible, and doing all in your 
power to make people neglect it, you are ignorantly ſup- 
porting the old ſyſtem of tyranny and arbitrary government. 
The book of divine revelation, or the Chriſtian "ſyſtem as 
contained in the Bible, is ſo far from being inimical to arts, 


(ciences, philoſophy, aſtronomy, &c. that you are compelle 


agent your will to acknowledge, that, The event that 
fervelf more than any other to break the firſt link in this long 
chain of deſpotic ignorance, is that known by the name of the 


reformation by Luther. From that time, though it does not 


appear to have made any part of the intention of Luther, or of 


thofe who are called Reformers, the ſciences began to revive, 
and Kberality, their natural aſſociate, began to appear.” Such 


| # Confeſſion as this from an avowed adverſary to divine reve- 


lation, or the Scriptures, i is more againſt your cauſe than a 
thouſand arguments, and fairly overthrows all that you had 
before aſſerted in the moſt ſcandalous manner againſt the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, as though it was the real cauſe of all that 
ignorance which had abounded in the world, during ſo many 
kund ed years prior to the reformation. The Chriſtian ſyſ- 
tem ſo far from laying all ſciences waſte, was itſelf laid 
waſte ; and the Bible being hidden, and hardly known to one 


ina thouſand; a ſyſtem of tyranny, ignorance and ſuperſti- 


non took place; but as ſoon as the Bible began to be a little 
read, and underſtood in ſome ſmall degree by the common 


people, then the firft link of the long chain of deſpotic ignorance 


was broken, according to your own account; then the ſciences 
* . 0 began 
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began to revive ; and liberality, their as ur officiate, Japan te 


appear ; and this without any apparemt intention of Luther, 


or the reformers ;, all the better; then it will undeniably apy . 
pear, to be the native tendency of the knowledge of the; Scrip - 
tures, to break the chains of deſpotic ignorance, to Teyivg _ 


ſciences, and to cauſe liberality to appear. This is certainly 


true, from your own conceſſions, as well as it appears from 


conſtant facts: for in proportion as the Scriptures are known 


arts, ſciences, liberality, true, civil and religious liberty, 


with every noble ſentiment that can adorn human nature, 
will flouriſh and proſper. But where the Bible is hidden from 
| the common people, or they are forbidden to interpret it far - 


themſelves, there ignorance, ſavage barbarity, tyranny and ſu- 
perſtition reign : and arts, ſciences, and liberality fade away. 


But then what curious arguments you have brought againſt 


the Chriſtian ſyſtem ? Exactly the ſame as if I ſhould ſay after 
a very long and ſevere drought, * That drought was wholly 


owing to the rain, and all the barrenneſs of the ground is w 


be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe, however unwilling - the lovers 
of rain may be to believe jt ; for as ſoon as the rain began to 
deſcend, the graſs and vegetables immediately began to {pring,* 


What would people think of the man that ſhould argue fo in 


the things of nature ? Juſt what we ought to think of you in 
ſpiritual things. Let us once more view this moſt curiqus ar- 
gument againſt the Bible, The Chriſtian ſyſtem laid all the fair 
fields of ſcience waſte ; for during many hundreds of years, 
while the Bible was concealed, all ſciences faded: but as ſoon 
as the reformation began, and the common people got the 


Bible in their hands, the long chain of deſpotic ignorance was 


broken, ſciences revived, and liberality began to appear; and 
this as the natural conſequence of their peruſing the ſcriptures 
for themſelves, TE this was the great 20 fundamental 


principle 


read, ſtudied, admired, and practiſed by the common people, - 
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Principle of the reformation.) For it could nbt Be owing to 
any thing elfe, for the Reformers had ho particular intention 
ts revive ſciences, &c; Therefore the khowledge of the ſcrip- 
tufes is deſtructive to all liberal ſciences ; as is evident from 
their flouriſhing ſtate in all times and places, when and where 
the Bible is known. Is this Mr. Paine? the author of Com- 
mon Senſe ? Is this the Age of Reaſon How is the mighty 
fallen! Verily, your own tongue is made to fall upon your 

ſelf and God hath in you made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world 
For while you have been writing againſt his book, and taking 
great pains, in attempting to ptove, that its direct tendency 
is to deſtroy all uſeful arts and ſciences, you have inadver- 
ently quoted a ſtriking fact ih the hiſtory of the world, which 
has entirely overthrown all your reaſonitig. And the greater 
part of all hiſtorical facts will be found upon the ſame ſide; 
and will go to prove, that uſeful arts and beneficial ſciences 
have generally kept pace with the knowledge of divine revela- 
tion. I ſhould not have ſaid ſo much upon this ſo very plain 
a ſubject, but that the greater part of your book evidently 
aims to prove Chriſtianity inconſiſtent with all. uſeful arts an! 
ſciences, than which nothing can be more falſe and abſurd; 
the dire contrary being the truth: as is evident from nu- 
merous facts, and even from your own account of the refor- 


mation. 


You have in particular, taken uncommon pains to ende 
vour to ſhew, that the Chriftian ſyſtem is inconſiſtent with 
the belief of the plurality of worlds: for you ſay, © To be- 
lieve that God created a plurality of worlds, at leaſt as numt- 
rous as what we call ſtars, renders the Chriſtian ſyſtem al 
once little and ridiculons, and ſcatters it in the mind like fea- 

\ thers in the air. Ihe two beliefs cannot be held together in 
the ſame mind; and he who thinks that he believes both, 
has *. but little of either.“ 

lo 


EwH 
In this paragraph, as in mariy ollers of your bock, you haus 


« . without conſideration; and have ruined the cauſe that : 

ö you meant to promote. For is it poſſible, that you ſhould no 

m have known, that Sir Iſaac Newton himſelf, that greateſt and 

10 moſt celebrated of aſtronomers, was a zealous defender of di- 

* vine revelation ? I have ſeen a treatiſe that he wrote upon the 

ty prophecy of Daniel ; and probably he wrote much more upon 

N religious ſubjects, that I have not ſeen. Will you ſay, that 

* HE had never thought much upon either aſtronomy or chriſti- 

ng anity ? for it is evident, that he was a firm believer of both. 

cy Mr. Derham, that wrote ſo excellently upon aſtronomy in the; 

by. preſent century, was a divine; ſo was the late ingenious 

ich Mr. Hervey, who wrote contemplations upon the ſtarry hea- $ 
ter yens, which if you had ever read, you might have ſeen that | 
le; one who certainly thought much of both, more than imagined | 
ces that he believed both. There are many, to my knowledge, [ 
* who make divinity their principal ſtudy, that are as great lo- 
TY vers of aſtronomy as yourſelf, and as firm believers in the plu- 
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atl rality of worlds. Theſe have ſurely thought much upon one 
210 of the ſubjects at leaſt, and yet they imagine that they believe 
rd; both. I myſelf have thought much upon the Chriſtian ſyſ- * 
ys tem, and conſiderable upon the plurality of worlds, and I ne- 
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* ver could find, chat the belief of the latter, rendered the for- 

mer, little and ridiculous, nor does it ſcatter it in my mind 
"M like feathers in the air; but produces the contrary effect; it 
with makes me admire the plan of redemption the more. An f 
. undevout aſtronomer is mad, ſays the great Dr. Young, au- q 


* thor of the Night Thoughts, who was himſelf a believer of 

* both the Chriſtian ſyſtem and aſtronomy. And we have the 

* pleaſure to reckon ſome of the greateſt, aſtronomers, philoſo- 

* phers, poets, ſtateſmen, and profound reaſoners in the liſt of 
oth, Chriftians, ſuch names as Bacon, Newton, Boyle, Locke, Ad- 
diſan, Milton, Barrav, Hartley, and J might add many great 
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and honourgble names in America, as the late Governor Bau. 
dain, who, though a great aſtronomer, and lover of the fc}. 
enees, yet profeſſed and deſired to be an humble follower of 
the meek and lowly Jeu. The preſent governor of Maſſachu- 
ſetts, Mr. Adams, is not only a great politician, and has been 
om the beginning of the conteſt, a ſteady friend to liberty, 
but is moreover a Chriſtian; bears that moſt honourable 
name; and I hope and truſt, moſt of our excellent rulers in 
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highly eſteemed, and renowned WASHINGTON 3:this truly 
great and good man, this father of his people, is not aſhamed 
of chriſtianity. And I wiſh I could add to the liſt, Mr. The 


| Sexſe, the Rights of Man, Kc. but alas! his Age of Reaſm 
forbids me that pleaſure! O had he kept to politics, and not 
. attempted to meddle with religion, until he underſtood ſome- 
thing about it! [ | 

. Your objeRion to chriſtianity would be ſomething fpecious, 
if you could, beſides proving the plurality of inhabited worlds, 
prove that the inhabitants of them have ſinned, and are miſerable 
as well as we; but until this is done, all that you have ſaid about 
the ſolitary and ſtrange conceit that the Almighty, who had 
millions of words under his protection, ſhould leave the care of 
all the reſt, and come to die in one. world, becauſe one man 
and one woman had eaten an apple ;” will go but a very little 
way towards overthrowing the Chriſtian ſyſtem. For as I 
firmly believe, that fin and miſery are only to be found in this 


prove to the contrary; I cannot but adore my Creator, who 

ſent Jeſus Chriſt, here to live, die, and riſe again, to cure tha 
evil which exiſted no where elſe but here. I believe that but 
| @ ſmall proportion of the creatures formed by the Divine 


America are of the ſame ſtamp ; and eſpecially, the great, the 


mas Paine, that great political writer, who wrote C 


part of the ſyſtem where we dwell, and know that you cannot - 


*. ever did or ever will rebel againſt their Creator but 1 
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| am aſtoniſhed at the greatneſs of that love and goodneſs, which 


choſe to reſtore fallen intelligences, rather than to deſtroy 
mem; though it is very obvious, even to the weakeſt reaſon, 
that God could have deſtroyed the whole human race in an 
inſtant, by eutting off the firſt parents of mankind, as ſoon 26 
they had ſinned, before the conception of any of their chil- 
dren; and this he would no doubt have done, if he had not 
intended to redeem. and reſtore their ſons and daughters. We 
ought never to caſt refle&ions upon our Creator, becauſe he 
has had ſo much kindneſs towards us, and our little world, as 
io aim at our recovery, rather than at our deſtruction; and 
in this view of the matter, the more we believe in the plura- 
lity of worlds, the more important and intereſting will the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem appear to us, which diſcovers a plan of ro- 
demption for the fallen inhabitants of our globe, and ſhews 
us that our all-wiſe, infinitely powerful, and gracious Crea- 
tor, did neither forget nor abandon us, though he had fo 
many millions of worlds under his care and protection, and 
though we by our ſins, had rendered ourſelves unworthy of 
his notice. 

So that you cannot but ſee, that theſe two great ideas mu- 
tually ſtrengthen each other; the Great Creator having mil- 
lions of worlds under his care and protection, yet having ſuch 
love to all his creatures, that when a part of the inhabitants 
of one ſyſtem had rebelled, rather than abandon them to ruin, 


he ſent his Son to redeem and reftore them. 


If you had conſidered this ſubject as you ought, and had 
read the ſcriptures with any attention, you need not have aſk- 
ed, „Are we to ſuppoſe that every world in the boundleſs 
creation, had an Eve, an apple, a ſerpent, and a Redeemer ? 
In this caſe, the perſon who is irreverently called the Son of 
God, and ſometimes God himſelf, would have nothing elſe to 
do than to travel from world to world, in an endleſs ſucceſſion of 
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death, with ſcarcely a momentary interval of life.” Na, fir, 
for no part of the univerſe but this needed reſtoring, and thete- 
fore hither the Saviour came. The Scriptures call him the 

Son, and ſometimes the only begotten Son of God, which is his 

proper diſtinction; this cannot be irreverently done, for the 

ſacred writings always ſpeak of God and his Chrift with the 

- higheſt poſſible reverence. No perſon that believes the ſcrip- 

tures, can for a moment imagine that Chrift can ever die a 

ſecond time ; nothing is more expreſsly contrary to the word 
of revelation than ſuch a notion. 

St. Paul ſays, Knowing that Chriſt, being raiſed from the 
dead, dieth no more ; death hath no more dominion over him. 

For in that he died, he died unto fin once; but in that he liv 
eth, he liveth unto God.” Rom. vi. 9, 10. 

And our Saviour ſaid to St. Jahn, © am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, amen; 
and have the keys of hell and death.“ Rev. i. 18. See alſo, 
: Heb. ix. 24— 28. Chap. x. 10—I4. 

It is therefore plain from the ſcripture, that Chriſt could 
die but once; and as he died on this globe, there is not the 
leaſt reaſon to conclude that the inhabitants of other ſyſtems 
are ſuch fallen, miſerable creatures as we are; and until this 
be proyed, the plan of redemption can never be weakened, far 
- leſs overthrown by the belief of the plurality of worlds. 


Tam in ſincerity, 


- Your friend * welloviſhr 
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LETTER IX. {os 


- 1 

. e ehe your repreſentation of the ee 
change of written and verbal language to be juſt, and 

that it is impoſſible to tranſlate out of one language into another, not 

only without laſing a great part of the original, but frequently miſ- 

taking the ſenſe : how can you account for the following very 

aſtoniſhing fact, viz. That our Engliſh tranſlation under all 


theſe diſadvantages, ſhould contain in plain, clear expreſlions, 


all thoſe bright characters of the Deity, which you, after muck. 
ſearching, are able to find in the great and infallible book of the 
creation? For you have not pointed out one ſingle perfection 
of God, but what I can find in our tranſlation of the ſcrip- 
tures. I have mentioned this in another place, and I deſire it 
may be particularly noticed ; for if this is true, as all attentive 
readers mult perceive, then is not only the truth and authority 
of the ſcriptures eſtabliſhed, by the clear revelation made there- 
in of the characters of God, exactly ſimilar to what may be 
read in the great book of creation, and which will inconteſtibly 


prove, that he that formed the one, dictated the other; but 


here is your impoſlibility realized as a fact, a tranſlation that 


certainly has not loſt a great part of the original in this reſpeQ; 


ſince from this tranſlation, every perfection of God may be 

learned, that you or any one can learn from the great book of 

nature. Does the power of God appear in the immenſity of 

the creation? the ſcriptures abundantly proclaim the ſame at- 

tribute. Power belongeth unto God.” Pſalm Ixii. 11. 
* Who by hlsfirength ſetteth faſt the mountains, being * | 

with power.” Pſalm Ixv. 6. 

He ruleth by his power for ever.” Pſalm Ixvi: 7. 

<« Nevertheleſs, 
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6 « Nevertheleſs, he ſaved them for his name's ſake ; that he 
might make his mighty power to be known.” Pſalm evi. 8, 

« He hath ſhewed his people the power of his works.” 
Pſalm cxi. 6. 

% Praiſe him in the firmament of his power.” Pſalm cl. 1. 

He hath made the earth by his power.” Jer. x. 12. li. 15, 

So will we ſing and praiſe thy power.” Pſalm xxi. 13. 

„Through the greatneſs of thy ner ak 
ſubmit themſelves unto thee.” Pfalm havi. 3. 

They ſhall ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and un 


of thy power. Pſalm cxlv. 11. 


Does his wiſdom appear in the beautiful order by which 
the, whole creation is governed ; fo on ſcriptuxes declare the 
the wiſdom af Jehovah, 

« He is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength.” Job ix. 4. 

« Yet he alſo is wife, and will not call back his words,” 
Haiah xxxi. 2, 

« Behold, Godis mighty, anddefpiſethnot any; he is mighty 


in ſtrength and wiſdom.” Job x: xxvi. 5. 


40 Fehovab, how manifold are thy works! in wiſdom 
baſt thou _ —— 6. 
Pfalm civ. 24. 

« To. him that by wiſdom made the heavens,” &e. Palm 
Exxxvi. 5 
| « The Load by wildem bod ien the xn; by undes 
ſtanding he hath eſtabliſhed: the heavens.” Prov. iii. 19. 

He hath eftabliſhed the world by his wiſdom, and hath 
ſtretahed out the heavens by his diſcretion,” Jer. x. 12. li. 15. 

_ 46. Bleſſed be the name of God for ever and ever: for wil- 


dom and. might are his. He giveth wiſdom: unto the wiſe; 


and knowledge unto them K Pan. 


ii. 20, 21. 
« O. the depth ofthe riches both of the wiſdom and know- 


th 


ledge of God! how unſearchab + his judgrhents, . | 
ways paſt fiuding out! Rom. xi. 5 | 
Dowe Gothremaifcence act eee Celia ent 
ance with which he fills the earth? we hall find the ae 
eur tranſlation of the ſcriptures, 
««.O give thanks unto the Lord for he is good: for kis metey 


endureth for ever.” 1 Chron. xvi. 34. 2 Chron: v. 13. vil. 4. 


Ezra iii. 11. Pſalm c. 5. cvi. 1. ovii. I. cxviii. 1 and 29. exxxs. 
3. cxxxvi. exlv. . 

This laſt cited paſfage is, Janovadl is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works.“ See alſo Jer. ** i. 
11. Lam. iii. 25. Nahum i. 7. | 

The ſcriptures even in our tranſlation, ſo abound with es- 
preſs declaratians of the goodneſs of God, that his name in our 
tongue, Gop, varies but little from the word gend. So that it 
is impoſſible that the book of creation ſhould expreſs this per- 
fection of the Deity more fully than the ſcriptures do. 

Are we able to contemplate- the mercy of God, in his not 
withholding the abundance of his bleſſings from the unthank- 
ful? Turn to the ſcriptures, even in our tranſlation, and you 
will find that even the poor, ignorant, modeſt Feſus as you 
repreſent him, ſpeaks of God as ſuſtaining this character in 
perfection: and invites us to imitate him in our conduct, as I 
noticed in my firſt letter, See St. Mat. V. - 43—48- K*. Luke 
vi. 2737. 

And as for the ee mercy, they are to be found 
in ſuch great abundance in the Bible, that I ſhall not pretend 
to cite the paſſages, being more than two hundred and fifty in 
number, but ſhall only refer to about forty verſes where ke is 
praiſed becauſe of his mercy for ever, or which endureth for 
ever. 1 Chron, xvi. 34, 41. 2 Chron. v. 13, vii. 3, 6. xx.” 
21. Ezra iii. 11. Pſalm cvi, f. cvii. 1. Pſalm Cxviii. I, 2, 3, 
4. Pſalm, cxxxvi 1, &c. to 26. Jer. xxxiii.-rr The mercy 
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eee eee eee numerous to be even re- 
ferred to. - ; 


In fine, whatever you can read in the book of PEER re- 


ſpecting the exiſtence of God, and his characters, I can read 
in the ſcrĩptures; and conſequently the Bible muſt be a book 
of divine revelation, ſince it certainly contains in the plaineſt 
expreſſions, every declaration that is evident by the ng: 
works of creation. * 
The ſubſtance of the Lecture which you ſay the Almighty 


Lecturer hath given us in the ſtructure of the univerſe, 


bave made an earth dor inan to dwell upon, and. I haye ren- 
dered the ſtarry heavens viſible, to teach him ſcience and the 
arts. He can now provide for his own comfort, and learn 
from my munificence to all, tobe kind ta each other; may be found 
in the ſcriptures I have made the earth, and created man 
upon it: I, even my hands have ſtretched. out the heavens, 


and all their hoſt have I commanded.” Iſaiah xlv. 12. 


« J have made the earth, the man, and the beaſt that are 
upon the ground, by my great power, and by my ſtretched out 
arm, and have given it unto whom it ſeemed: meet unto me.” 
Jer. xxvili. 5. | 

« For thus ſaith the Lord, ton created the 5 God 
himſelf, that formed the earth, and made it, he hath eſtabliſhed 
it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited; I am 
JeROVAH, and there is none elſe.” Iſaiah xly. 18. 

« 'Thus faith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the 
earth is my footſtool : where is the houſe that ye build unto 
me? and where is the place of my reſt? For all thoſe things 


hath mine hand made, and all * * have been, ſaith te 


Lord.” Ifaiah Ixvi. 1, 2 
The ſcriptures abundantly declare God to 110 the Creator 


heaven and earth, men and beaſts, and all things ; and as for 
kindneſs 


ann goodneſs of God are ſome of thoſe ſubjecis that as a kind 
of vein run through the whole Bible, and the paſſages where 
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kindneſs, and love one towards An; many chapters are 
filled up with hardly any thing elſ 

To do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Gel: 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this world, is that trus 
religion, which is recommended in the ſcriptures, and which 
certainly comprehends all the morality which you have ever 
found taught in the book of creation. 

Thus far the book of creation and the book of revelation 
teach the ſame things, and cannot be ſet up in any wiſe againſt | 
each other ; for I might as well pretend to prove by-the Bible, 
that the creation is not the work of God, as you to prove by the 
works of God,that the ſcriptures were not written by his direc- 
tion. Therefore, all that you ſay of the excellent leſſons that 
may be learned by the works of creation, only confirms the 
truth of the . are fo plainly * 
written, that he that runs may read. 

But O'how far the ———— go dejond any thing that 
can be pretended to be learnt from the works of creation! 
This I have juſt barely hinted before, but being a matter of 
great importance, I will mention it again. Nothing can be 
more evident than that mankind in general have been, and are 
guilty of many fins againſt their Creator, themſelves, and their 
neighbours. The heathen poets and philoſophers, plainly 
beheld and declared, that man was a weak, ſinful, and miſe- - 
rable creature, and that God could never have made him ſuch 
as he now is; but by what means he came into this miſerable 
ſtate, they could not tell; and were very doubtful whether God 
could or would pardon: the crimes of his creatures, and reſtore 
them to divine favour and happineſs. Neither could they tell | 
by the works of nature, nor by their own reaſon, whether man 
was to be a ſubject offemortality or not; all their concluſions 
on this head ſeemed ſhort of aſſurance; and as for the reſur- 
reftion of the body, they neither believed nor hoped any ſuch 
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thing. But the ſcriptures give us the fulted tnformation and 
aſſurance upon all theſe and a great variety of important ſub- 
jects, that we never could obtain the leaſt knowledge of by 
the book of creation, In the Bible, we learn all that creation, 
can | teach us, and a, hundred timgs. more, both what God. is, 
and hat our duty towards. him is; What we ourſelyes have 
been, now are, and ſhall be; : what our perſonal, relative, and ſo- 
cial duties are; hat we ought to avoid as crimes, and what 
to practiſe as virtues. , Theſe, and many other important 
queſtions, may be apſwered by the ſcriptures, and by no other 
bock; in this reſpsA, God hay ie. bir word de of 
his name. 

bY is plain, from, the kiffory, of all ages, that thofe Wee 
that have had only the book of ercation to read, have been 
either ſtupid Atheiſts, or grols idolators,. and haye generally 
abandoned themſelves to moſt abominable impieties, and the 


worlt of crimes, And the deſeription given by St. Paul, in 
| his epiſtle 1 to the Romans, of the iĩdplatrous nations of his time, 


may ſerve, for all periods. After mentioning their wlolatry, 
and their unnatural crimes, he adds, And even, as they did 
not like to retain, God.i in their knowledge, God gave them oves 
to. a reprobate mind, to do thoſe; things, which are not conve- 
nignt : being. filled, with all unrighteouſnefs, fornication, wick- 
cdnefs,, coyetoulneſs, maljciouſneſs.; ; full of envy, murder, de- 
bate, deceit, malignity; whiſperers, backbiters, haters of God, 
deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, inventers of evil things, diſobedicnt 

to parents, without underſtanding, covenant breakers, without 
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.” Rom. i. 28—31. 

Since it appears, that the, light of, nature and reaſon has not 


been ſufficiently ſtrong to ꝓrevent os cure theſe moral dilorders 


of the mind, and ta baniſh darkneſs and igf®brance from the un- 
derttandings of the children, of, men; what cauſe: have we to 
bleſs. Gad, who has given us, the Bible, which has already 
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done a thouſand Wes more towards rang mankind; © en- 
lightening their minds, and making them good members of 
ſociety, than all other means that ever \ were uſed beſides. And 


the influence is but ſmall yet, in compariſon to what it, ſhall 
be hereafter, when the knowledge of the Lord ſþall cover the 


earth, as the waters cover the ſeas. I am willing to let the 
merit of the book of divine revelation be determined by i its ef- 


fects and conſequences upon the hearts, lives, tempers, cofiver- 
Gation and conduct of thoſe who truly believe it, and make it 


their conſtant rule in all things. I hope you may be an ex- 


ception, but I never yet knew a profeſſed Deiſt a moral man ; 
being generally guiltyof profanity, drunkenneſs, paſſion, pride, 


uncleanneſs, or ſome other ſcandalous vice; and generally 
' 5utolerable bigots, del piſers of all other people, haters of ſerious 


men. And if there is ever another perſecution againſt chrif- 
tianity, I think there is nothing more likely, than that the 
Deiſts will be the perſecutors. The ſect of the Sadducees, 
who denied all the ſcriptures, except the five books of Moſes, 
denied the exiſtence of angels and ſpirits, the reſurrection of 
the dead, and a future ſtate, were the firſt, and almoſt the only 
perſecutors of the Chriſtians among the Jews; and as the 
Deiſts of our time are very nearly of their ſentiments, and are 
much upon the increaſing hand, the only danger of perſecution 
is from them alone; for I am perſuaded, that popery will ne- 


ver raiſe its head again. - 


If this little attempt of mine ſhould have any ſi k ceſs, I ſhall 
no doubt be expoſed to the ſcorn, contempt, and ridicule of 
that ſcoffing generation, whoſe mildeſt words, when ſpeaking 
againſt Feſus and his religion, ate more bitter than gall and - 
wormwood, as I hgye frequently witneſſed in my converſation: 
with them; but I truſt that 1 ſhall ſoon be far beyond their 
reach, in that land where the wicked ſhall ceaſe from troublin 
and where the weary are at reſt. And in the mean ; Uwe, 
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hope to ſhew that I am mot afbamed of the gefpel of Chriſt; wt 
aſhamed to believe it as a man, to confeſs and.profeſs it ax a 
| Chriſtian, to preach it as a miniſter, to contend for it as a ſol- 
| dier, and to ſuffer for it as a martyr, -. 
1 would not be aſhamed, 1. Becauſe it is the colvet; . 
news, glad tidings of great joy. 2. It is true, and admits of 
full. proof that it is ſo. 3. The goſpel is news reſpecting 
Chi. who was not aſhamed to ſuffer for me, and J hope ne- 
ver to be aſnamed of him before men. 4. The goſpel. is news 
of the higheſt importance. 5. It is of univerſal conceen /to 
all. 6. It is publiſhed by the higheſt authority, even that of 
God himſelf ; and 7. Becauſe it has evidently changed thoſe 
men much for the better, who have received and obeyed it. . 
I ; cannot but bope, that as you was ſuch a friend to the 
Bible, when you wrote C:mmen Senſe ; that your Deiſm is but 
of late date, and that you will be candid enough to read that 
book once more, attentively, and ſee if the evidence of its truth, 
goodneſs, and importance, will not be ſufficient to make you 
aſhamed of having declared, that it would le more conſiſtent, 
that we called it the word of a demon, than the word of God. k 
Buy all that ever I could learn, hear or obſerve, reſpeRing 
Deiſts, their religion is not ſufficiently powerful, to enable them 
to pay that homage to their Creator, which ſome of them con- 
feſs to be his due, nor to correct thoſe vices in themſelves, which 
they acknowledge ought not to be practiſed, nor to ſupport 
an uniform character of benevolence towards men in gene- 
ral; and eſpecially, Deiſm is not capable of giving that ſa- 
tisfaction, comfort, peace, joy, and aſſurance to its pro- 
feſſors as chriſtianity is. I am acquaigted with a Chriſtian 
miniſter in America, who was, for a number of years, a zea- 
lous Deiſt, and belonged to a club of the fame ſtamp ; but be 
never could find, that Deiſm could either give him power over 
his vices, or inward peace and latisfaction of mind: hut hg 
thought 
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| thought that perhaps it was from not attending ſufficiently to 
| his religion. The preſident of the club was a great man, and - 
4 a mighty adept in Deiſm, and this man determined to aſk, "and | 
accordingly did aſk him, as a friend, to tell him fi incerely, 
whether his religion did give him full CaricfaBiton or not, and 
whether he thought Deiſm capable of giving it to the mind 6f 
ö man? He anſwered, that it doubtleſs would, if any could live 
up to it, but (curſing himſelf) ſaid, he could not live up to it, f 
| fo far as to find any comfort therein. This anſwer (which I 
believe might be given by the beſt of the Deiſts) effeQually 
F- turned the man, and made him reſolve to try what ſatisfaction 
i could be found in chriſtianity, ſince he could not expect to 
find any in Deiſm, as the preſident of the ſociety himſelf could 
: find none, though he had long been a profeſſor and propagator > 
t of thoſe ſentiments. | 
t | I have often wondered what could induce Deiſta, upon their 
N own principles, to be ſo zealous to propagate their opinions. 
They would rob us of our hope, joy, comfort, and aſſurance: 
. and what can they give us in return ? nothing but darkneſs, 
\ doubt, uncertainty, fear, anxiety, faint hopes, and deſpair. 
According to ſome that I have diſcourſed with, we know no- 
thing of a future ſtate, any more than beaſts. Others ima- 
gine that we ſhall be changed into ſome ſort of animals, and 
ſo come again into the world. While others declare, that 
this is our only ſtate of exiſtence; and that we ought now to 
eat and drink, and enjoy all the delights of which our ſenſes 
are capable, indulging ourſelves in all kinds of luſts, for to- 
morrow we ſhall die, and be as though we had never been. 
But ſome, not quite fo far gone, ſuppoſe there may be a fu- 
ture ſtate, where all, immediately upon their death, ſhall enjoy | 
equal happineſs: Nero and Paul, the cruel murderer and the 
innocent victini. This idea leads to infidelity, for it makes fools ; 
of all the prophets, apoſtles, and martyrs, who have ſuffered | 
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in the cauſe of God; for they had certain loſs which the 
might have avoided, and no gain to counterbalance. White 
bome others, like yourſelf, Trouble no! chemſelves about the min. 
ner of fulure exiffence, 
You ſay, I content myſelf with balicting, even to poſi- 
tire conyiftion, that the power that gave me exiſterice, is able 
ways nab 2-0 hey 7 he either 
with or without this body; and it appears more probable to 
me, that I ſhall continue to exiſt hereafter, than that I ſhould 
dave had exiſtence as I now have before that exiſterice began. 
**This is one of the moſt comfortable paſſages in yout book; 
1 
_ c6mpared to thoſe of a true Chriſtian!' O my friend, could 
you but know the joy and happineſs that even I myſelf fee) 
in the certain proſpects of what divine revelation holds forth, 
45 the portion of believers in à future ſtate, you would not 
| wonder at the earneſt wiſh I have, that you might know and 
enjoy the ſame. © We kno that if this earthly hauſe of our 
tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe 
not made, with hands, eternal in the heavehs.” © We ale 
confident, r tn e 2" 14.8 
to be preſent with the Lord.” 2 Cor. v. 1, 8. 
p Our Saviour's woods afford us moſt amazing comfort, * In 
| wy Father's houſe are many manſions; if it were not ſo | 
would have told you: I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again, and te- 
ceive you unto myſelf; that where I am, bar ye may be 
alſo.” St. John xiv. 2, % 
Our converſation is in heaven; Sun alſo we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Fefas Chrifl; who ſhall change 
our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like to his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able even to 
ſubdue all things to himaſelf.” Phil. ui. 20, 21. | 
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pot if me believe that Feſus died, and roſe agairi, evey ſo 
them alſo who fleep/in. Jeſus, will God bring with him. For 
the Loxd bimſelt all defcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 


the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and 


the dead in Chriſt ſlrall rife firſt. Then we«(true believers): 
who are alive and. cemain, ſhall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and ſo ſhalt 
we ever be with: the Lord. 1 Tbeſſ. iv. 14, 16, 8 

We have ſcores. of ſuch bleſſed promiſes as theſe in the 
ſcriptures, which give us who believe and obey the goſpel, full 
aſſurance of theſe three things, 1it, Happineſs, reſt, and peace 
immediately after death: 2d, The ruſurreQion of our bodies 
ta glory and, immortality, by Chriſt at his coming: 3d; per- 
manent joy, and the hi felicity in his preſence, to conti 
nue as long as he ſhall exiſt. ene 
alſo”. St. John xiv. 19. 

Theſe are the eee reveliaſin gives; and which 


you reject far the uncertain. hopes of modern Deiſm: wiſer 


far would be the-rran.who: ſhould exchange the richeſt pearls” 


and diamonds for common pebbles, and mountains of gold for F 


grains of ſand. 5 0 

Therefore I have ren capiccl ohjefiieas: againſt Dein, 
which have been all mentioned ĩn chis letter. | 

I. It gives-us, but a very ſmall part of the * 
which we obtain from. divine revelation; the Bible alone con- 


taining all that can be learned from the ereation, reſpecting 


God, his perſectiuns, our duty towards him, ourſelves, and 
mankind, and much more, ſo as to bea complete rule of faith: 
and practice eſpecially, Deiſm gives us no idea: reſpecting 
the pardon of ſin, nor directions how to obtain ſalvation: but 


the ſcriptures give us all the ſatisfaction upon theſe important 


ſubjecta that ve could poſlibly deſire. 
II. Deiſm, AS. far 21 could ever obſerve; never chinges: 


men 
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* neither makes them pious towatds God, 
nor benevolent towards men; gives them no power over their 


| vices, and does not enable them to practiſe thoſe perſonal, re- 
lative, and ſocial duties, and exalted virtues, which are the 
"higheſt ornaments of human nature: but true believers in 
| Grin, who give up themſelves to his ſervice, gain the victory 
over all their luſts, paſſions and vices, and find, through Chrift. 


that ſtrengtheneth them, that they can do all things which he 
commandeth them, with eaſe and pleaſure. They can even 


obey. from the heart, that molt difficult command, Love your 


enemies, do good Io them tube hate you: ble leſs them that curſe you, 
and pray for them who deſpitefully uſe you. If this command- 
ment 'can be kept, as I know it may, by divine aſſiſtance, there 
can be no difficulty in any of the reſt. « For this is the love 
of God that we keep bis commandments; and his command- 
ments are not grievous”. 1 John v. 3. 

And hereby we do know thit wat nur him; if we keep 
his commandments. He that ſaith, 1 know him, and keep- 
eth not his commandments, is a liar, and the r 
him.“ Chap. ii. 3» 4+ Tae, 


I would not preach or write in favour of any 1 that 


did not tend to make men better, as well as wiſer; but . 


chriſtianity doth each of theſe things. 

III. Modern Deiſm gives us little or no | hopes of faruciy; 
all is dark, uncertain, gloomy, and mere conjecture; enough 
to fill men with anxiety, doubt and deſpair: but revelation 
gives us the promiſe of future happineſs, the reſurrection of 


our bodies, and endleſs felicity. And among a vaſt) number 


of important reaſons, for which our Saviour died publicly 


upon a croſs, and roſe again, this was one; that he, might fully 
confirm the promiſes he had given to his followers, of the re 
ſurrection to eternal life. This was highly worthy. of him, 
and if he had no other view in dying publicly, (which he pou 
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this would have been ſufficient: for he had preached the re- 
ſurrection from the dead, and a future ſtate of felicity, and 


therefore, it well became him to ſuffer, and to enter into his 


glory; that thereby he might infallibly prove, even to demon · 
ſtration, the truth of his doctrine, and give the higheſt aſſur- 
ance to all his followers, Viewed in this light, the death of 
Chrift on the croſs, does not ſeem ſuch'a gloemy ſubjef?, as 'you 
would repreſent it; but connected with his refurreQiion, one 
of the molt glorious ſights that ever was exhibited: the tris 
umph of our Saviour over ſin and death, and the Gertait care 


mmm 
885 am with cba. 80 
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N this letter, which [ intend ſhall be the laſt, 1 hal leg 
take up a few things in your performance, that as yet I 
have made no remarks upon, e b N e Op 
and fo draw to a concluſion. ; 

I purpolely omitted ſpecking ady ching of the e 
conception of Chrif, until I had proved his reſurreQion from 
the dead, and his aſcenſion into heaven, as alſo the truth of di- 


vine revelation. But having done this, I have a right, upon 


your own principles, to vindicate the honour of my Saviour, 


and the virginity of his mother. For I think you ſeem to al · 


low, that the reſurrection and aſcenſion of Feſus, if they had 
been viſible fate, would have given ſandtiea do that which. 
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L I. 
from the nature off things could not have been evident in the 


dame manner: for you ſay, ſpeaking of the aſcenſion, . And 


as the public viſibility of this laſt related act was the only evi- 
dence that could give ſanction to the former part, the whole of 


it falls to the ground, becauſe. the evidence never was given.“ 


But IL am happy tu be able to turn the tables upon you, by re- 


verſing your words. The reſurrection and aſcenſion of Feſus, 


being fully proved. h/ many: infallible proofs, his miraculous 
conception and birth cannot OE eee 
was given by thoſe viſible facts. 

And beſides, allowing the! pues to be true, which I 
think I have proved, both in the hiſtorical and prophetical 
parts, there may be confideradle evidence given of the mira- 
culous conception. of Feſus the Meſſiah. 

I ſhall ſay what I have upon my mind on this ſubject, under 
the four following heads: 1. The poſſibility of it. 2. Prophe- 
cies reſpecting it. 3. The hiſtorical account. 4. Collateral 


evidence tending to corroborate it. 


I hope none will be ſo fooliſh and preſumptuous as as 
the poſſibility of ſuch a conception: for certainly he that made 


all worlds and all things, and made man of the duſt; and 


Vreathed into him the breath of lives, and cauſed him to be- 
come a living ſoul, and made woman out of · one of the ribs of 
man, could certainly create this: new thing in the earth. For 


as you yourſelf allow, that © To-an/atinighty power it is no 


more difficult to make a million of worlds than to make one; 
{5 by the fame parity of reaſoning, it was no more difficult for 
him to produce the miraculous ine and din 1 Jeſus 
an any other thing in nature. 51 
When Mary afked the angel that — hs that the 


 fliould be the mother of the Saviour of the world, . How ſhall 


his be, ſeeing I know not a mari?” his anfwer was enough to 
n e The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come 


ei 0 upon 
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— and the power of the higheſt ſhal} overſhaddww thee. 
— alſo, that holy thing that ſhall be born of thee; ſhall 
be called, The Son of God. And behold, thy couſin Eliſabeth, 
ſhe hath alſo conceived a ſon in her old age: and this is the 
ſixth month with her wtio was called barren. For with God 
nothing ſhall be impoſſible.” St. Luke i. 34-3. 

This ſame atifwer was given, when a child was promiſed to 
Sarah in her old age, and ſhe laughed at the idea, thraugh het 
unbelief, thinking it impoſſible, accogding to the courſe of na- 
ture: The Lord ſaĩd unto Abraham Wherefore did Sarah 
laugh, ſaying, Shall I of a ſurety bear a- child, who am old 
Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” Gen. xvii. 13, 14: And 
the ſame to the prophet Jeremiah, hen. he thought ĩt ſtrange; 
that the Lord ſhould order him to buy an inheritance in a land 
whoſe inhabitants were juſt upon the point of being led cap- 
tive into a far-diſtant country, without the leaſt probability of 
ever returning to their poſſeſſions again; but God ſaid. ge- 
hold, I am the Lord, the God of Wr there any thing 
ioo hard for me? Jer. xxxii. 27. it &: noh (DST; (2 

And our Saviour” ſaid to his Gap in the caſe of the 
amazing difficulty of the rich man's entering into the kingdom 
of heaven, With men this is impoſſible,, but with God all 
things are poſſible. Or as another evangeliſt expreſſes it, 
The things which are impoſſible with men, are poſſible with 
God.“ See St. Matt. xix. 26. St. Mark x. 27. St. Luke 
xviii. 27. And this may be given as a ſuſficient anſwer in all 
caſes of difficulty ; and as you allow that God poſſeſſes al- 
mighty power, I need not add any thing more to you, to prove 
the poſſibility of the miraculous conception of Ju. 

II. The prophecies relating to this event, plainly ſhew, 
that his conception was miraculous, and. different from that 
of other men. The firſt prophecy of a Redeemer, ſpeaks of 

RR the woman, that ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's 
0 2 head, 


L too . 


head, Gen. iii. 15. and why this expreſſion fo ſingular ſhould 
de uſed, unleſs: his conception was intended to be different 
from that of other men, I cannot conceive. It is plain that 
Eve underſtood that he who was promiſed as the ſeed of the 
w was to be divine, as well as human; God, as well az 
for when ſhe brought forth her firſt- born ſon, the ſaid, 
mes to the Hebrew original, I have gatten (Alsn Arn 
abun} A man, The Jznovan. | 
. In the prophecy of /ſaiah, we read; © Behold; 2 virgin 
mal conceive, and bear a ſon, and ſhall call * maine — 
nul. Iſaiah vii. 14. | 
And if this paſſage ſhould be tan * on account 
of any circumſtances, there is one in the prophecy of Jere · 
miab that cannot be excepted againſt, nor its force evaded. 
How long wilt thou go about, O thou backfliding daugh- 
ter? for JEHOVAH hath created a new thing in the earth, 2 
woman ' ſhall compaſs a man.“ Jer. xxxi.' 22. This was 
ſpoken of in the prophetical language and ſtyle, as a thing 
already done, to ſhew its certainty, and great importance. It 
is declared to be a new thing in the earth, that never was 
known before, and that ſhould be entirely ſingular in its 
Find, that A woman ſhould compaſs a man. This ſpeaks plainly 
of the miraculous conception of our Lord, which was indeed 
a new thing in the earth, and was the wonderful work of cre- 
ating power; and it ſhall in due time fo fix the attention of 
the moſt giddy of the human race, that they ſhall go aftray and 
wander no more. Thus the prophecies being proved genuine, 
by many of them having already been fulfilled, and being now 
fulfilling before our eyes, and theſe plainly predicting the mi- 
raculous conception; it will follow that it muſt certainly be 
true. If it be ſaid, That. the prophecies which ſpeak of this 
great thing are but few; I would anſwer, that a circum- 


ſtance once foretold, is as certain of being accompliſhed, as 


} though 
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though it was mentioned often. The place of Chri/?'s. birth - 
was but once foretold, yet the ſcribes knew from that pro- 
phecy where he ſhould be born. And even the reſurrection 


of Chriſt, that moſt important event, was only plainly fore- 
told in one paſſage. And the ſame may be ſaid of moſt of the 
circumſtances of his life and death, and. yet they were all 
punctually fulfilled, 2x08 36614 


III. The hiſtory of this affair is dolles regularly yp cr 


cumſtantially as any thing need to be, 


There is, firſt, an account of the conception of Jobn the | 


Baptiſt, when his parents were aged; accompanied with pro- 
phecies that he ſhould be the forerunner of the Meſſiah, Then 
in the ſixth month of his conception, the angel Gabriel was 


ſent to a virgin of the name of Mary, belonging to the houſe = 
of David, deſcended from him by the line of his ſon Nathan : 


Mary was eſpouſed to a man of the name of Jaſcph, deſcended 


from the ſame houſe by the line of, Solomon. The angel an- 
nounced to her that ſhe ſhould be the mother of the Saviour of 5 


mankind, and ſatisfied her doubts of the poſſibility of it, hy 


informing her of a cauſe ſufficiew tu produce ſo great an effect; 
and toconfim her the more, informs her that Rliſabeth had con- 
ceived a ſon in her old age, though ſhe bad been barren all her 
days before, which was almoſt as great wonder, as that which | 


waspromiſed to Mary; laying it downas a maxim, that nothing 
was impoſſible with God. At the hearing of which, the bleſ- 
ſed virgin reſigned herſelf to the diſpoſal of her Creator, ſays 


ing, © Behold the handmaid at the Lord; be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy words.” The angel then departed from ber: 


and ſhe aroſe, and went into the hill eountry, to viſt Eliſa- 


beth ; their meeting was joyful ; their very words are record- - 
ed, and are fo beautiful in their kind, that they have never 
been excelled. Mary abode there in the utmoſt quictneſs 


and peace for about three months, ſeeming under no fear nor 
NE +5 5 trouble 
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trouble reſpecting her ſituation ; then ſhe returned to her own 
houſe; all this time diſcovering. no anxiety about the con. 
ſummation of her marriage, nor taking any methods to clear 
Her character, nor to fly from diſgrace and death. At length 
* Zoſeph diſcovers that ſhe was with child, and knowing that it 


was not by him, intended to put her away; but being a juſt 


and merciful man, and not chooſing to diſgrace her pub. 
* licly, ſtill leſs to haveihet put to death, he purpoſed to diſmil; 
and divorce her as privately as poſſible. * But while he 
thought on theſe things, behold, the angel of the Lord appear. 
ed unto him in a dream, ſaying, F-/eph, thou ſon of Divid, 
fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that Which is 
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghoſt. And ſhe ſhall bring 
forth a ſon, and thou ſhalt call his name Jesvs, for be ſhall 
ſave his people from their ſins.” 7o/eph being thus fully (a- 
tisfied, reſpecting the conception of the divine infant, and 
being raiſed from ſleep, did as the angel had bidden him, and 
- wedded his eſpouſed wife. And for ſome time they continued 
at Nazareth, far from Bethlehem, where the Mqaſfah was to be 


born; and as I have before obſerved, did not ſeem to have * 


the leaſt thoughts of going to that town, from whence the fa- 
mily of David ſprang. But the great Auguſtus now made, or 
newly enforced a decree, that all his ſubjects ſhould, by a ſet 
time, repair to their native cities or places, there to be enrol- 
led. This cauſed Jeſeph and Mary to repair to Bethlehem; 
but finding the inn full of thoſe who had come upon the ſame 
errand, they could not obtain lodging there. The ſcripture 
Gays, they went into the ſtable, becauſe there wwas no rom for 
them in the inn: though you (affeRing to be wiſe above what 
is written) ſay, Chrift's parents were extremely poor, as appears 
from their nat being able to pay for a bed when he was torn. 
But I ſuppoſe, moſt travellers have ſeen inns at times, ſo full 
that they could not obtain a bed, even though they were able 


to 
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to pay for it. And this is eſpecially the caſe in the eaſtern. 


countries, where the inns are not provided with beds, for the 


accommodation of travellers, but they are obliged to carry 
their bedding with them; fo that it was not a bed, but room 


4 


in the inn, that Foſeph and Mary wanted. 
This is the hiſtory of the miraculous i incarnation, and birth 
of Feſus, as taken from the accounts given by St. Matthew 


and St. Luke, at the beginning of their goſpels; and it appears 


to be as fairly and as particularly told as could be deſired; and 
to me it ſeems to carry every mark of truth and authenticity 
upon the very face of it. 


Iv. There are alſo ſeveral circumſtances — to con- 


firm the idea of the mjraculovs conception. 


1. The teſtimony of  Ek/abeth, thus expreſſed, „ Bleſſed 


art thou among women, and bleſſed is the fruit of thy womb. 
And whence is this. to me, that the mother of my Lord ſhould 
come to me! For le, as ſoon as the voice of thy ſalutation 
ſounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 


And bleſſed is ſhe that believed, for there ſhall be a perform- 


ance of thoſe things which were told her from the Lord.” 

2. The ſong-of Mary herſelf, which does not ſound like the 
language of a woman who had been guilty of incontinence, 
and ſtood expoſed to ſhame and death; but as of one who was 
fully aſſured that the conception was miraculous. My ſoul 
doth magnify the Lord; and my ſpirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour. For he hath regarded the lowlineſs of his hand- 
maiden : for behold, from henceforth, all generations ſhall 
call me bleſſed. ' For he that is mighty, hath done to me great 
things; and holy is his name,” &c. 

3. The appearance of the angels to the Ap is an- 
other ſtrong corroborating proof of the truth of the miracu- 
lous conception; for it can hardly be ſuppoſed, that the ſhep- 
herds ſhould have come to ſeek the Babe in the {table and in 

the 


" | 
, 
1 
i 
1 
( 
| 
j 


— . — — 


: — 2 — — - Do ; —— 


” _— 


— 


* 
* 
— L 
— — — ͤ8—ẽ—ẽ — : — — — — U—U—U U — — — —— 


5 104 J 
the' manger, unleſs they had ſeen a heavenly viſion, ditecting 
them. Nor can it be imagined, that ſimple ſhepherds ſhould 
have invented ſuch an uncommon ſtory, even if they had 
known that a poor infant was that night born in a ſtable in 
Bethlehem; for what poſſibte end could they have in view? 
could they expect riches, honours, or preferments ? theſe they 
neither deſired, nor had reaſon to hope for. But leaſt of all 
can it be thoguht, that all heaven would be mored to proclaim 
and celebrate the birth of , I will not name what. But 
the birth of Feſus was celebrated in the moſt glorious man- 
ner, therefore was he, as was neceſſary for him, conceived 
without ſin. The account given by St. Luke is far too grand 
and animated ever to have been invented by any man, far 
leſs by fimple ſhepherds ; and therefore they were choſen to 
be eye and ear witneſſes of the joyful ſcene, that there ſhould 
not be the ſmalleſt room for ſuſpicion. And indeed the 
whole appears fo heavenly, and conſequently ſo natural and 
conſiſtent, that it carries its own evidence with it. How 
ſublime and raviſhing the words of the angel! ( Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be 
unto all people. For unto you is born this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour, who is Chrift the Lord. And this ſhall be 
a ſign unto you: ye ſhall find the babe wrapped in ſwaddling- 
clothes, lying in a manger.” While he ſpake, ſuddenly he 
was joined by a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, 
and ſaying, © Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth, 
peace, good will toward men!” The ſhepherds having ſeen 
and found every circumſtance exactly correſponding to what 
they had been informed of, publiſhed theſe things abroad: 
or St. Luke would never have dared to put them into his 
- account. 
4. Another circumſtance of this kind, is the united teſti- 
mony of Simeon and Anna, who came into the temple, jult L 
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the time when Jeſus was brought in to be dedicated to God. 
Simeon was a juſt and devout man, who was waiting for the 
conſolation of Iruel, the coming of the Meſſiah ; and the ſpi- 
rit of God was upon him; and it had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Ghoſt, that he ſhould not ſee death before he had ſeen 
the Lord's Ghrift. And when the child Jeſus was brought in, 
the good old man took him up in his arms, and bleſſed God, 


and ſaid; * Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, 


which thou haſt prepared before the face of all people, a light 


to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 1ſrael.” 


Anna, à pious widow, who had attended upon the temple ſer- 
vice, and had ſerved God inthe moſt devout manner, night 
and day, for more than fourſcore years, coming in at chat 
time, gave thanks unto the Lord, and ſpake of him, that is, 
of Feſus, to A that N in * 


lem. 


St. FF 
in the temple before the people, which he would never have 
dared to aſſert thus boldly, if it had not been ſo : and if the 
matters were truly ſo, then is the miraculous conception true. 

5. The coming of the wiſe men from the eaſt to Jeruſa- 
lem, to ſeek, Gnd, and adore the infant Saviour, is a wonder- 
ful atteſtation of the ſame truth, And many others might be 


added, but I fordear ; for, indeed, the evidence is ſo full and 


ſatisfactory, that (allowing the ſcripture hiſtory to be true, 
and the veſucrection and aſceyſian of Feſus to be undeniable 
fats, which I have before proved) I cannot ſee with what 
colour the miraculous. conception of our Saviour Jaſur Ghriſ 
can be denied. See St. Matt. i, ii. St. Luke i. ii. whichfour 
chapters ate chiefly taken up with this important * 
Wenn thore with. 
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As for the account of the creation and fall of man, which 

you endeavour to-render ſo ridiculous, I ſhall only obſerve upon 
it, that if we reject the ſhort, ſimple, plain, clear and inſtruc. 
tive hiſtory given us in the three firſt chapters of Geneſis; we 
muſt remain entirely ignotant of things that are highly impor- 
.tant and intereſting, and of which I ſhould ſuppoſe every 
thinking man would wiſh to be informed; and I ſhould ima- 
gine that a wiſe and good God would not fail to give us 
the beſt poſſible information upon that head. And if this in- 
formation is not found in the Bible, we muſt deſpair of find- 
ing it elſewhere; for the oldeſt writings in the world beſides 
the ſcriptures, make no pretenſions to the antiquity of the 
writings of Moſes.” And the accounts they give us of theſe 
ſubjects, are no more to be compared with the ſcripture ac- 
count, either for clearneſs or conſiſtency, than a candle-is to 
the ſun for light and brightneſs. 
The many dreadful and horrid refleQions that you make 
upon the ſufferings and death of Jeſus, and eſpecially upon the 
doctrine of redemption through his blood, might give occaſion for 
much more to be written upon thoſe ſubjects, than I have 
written altogether : but as I expect that abler pens than mine 
will be employed againſt your Age ꝙ Reaſon, I doubt not but 
ſome of them will defend that part of the Chriſtian ſyſtem: which 
I have endeavoured to do in ſome other of my publications, 
and I ſhall be willing to enter the liſts with you * this ſub- 
ject alſo, if the public appear to deſire it. 

This one doctrine of the goſpel, viz. ſalvation * cru- 
 Cified Redeemer, is that of which St. Paul informs us was in his 
time, a flumbling block to the Fews, and fooliſhneſs to the Greek? 
and fo it remains to the Deiſis of theſe latter ages. But as 
Chrift had deſigns in dying on the croſs ſo a number of 
them are ſuch as reaſon itſelf will not heſitate to approve of, As. 

1. That the ſcriptures of the prophecies, that predicted his 

ſufferings, 


9 
ſufferings, wounds and death, might be fulfilled ; this is te 
only reaſon given by the evangeliſts, in the account they give 
us of his ſufferings. And this was of great importance, for if 
any of the prophecies had fallen to the ground, the evidence 
. of divine revelation would have been greatly weakened. 
W 2. To confirm his doctrine, by ſealing his teſtimony with 
f his blood. 
3. To (ympathize in his death with his brethren of the hu; 
; man race, who were ſubject to death. 
4. To ſet and leave us an example, that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps: that is much inſiſted upon by St. Peter in his firſt 
epiſtle, 
5. But eſpecially, that glorious deſign of the death and re- 
ſurrection of Chri/t, which I mentioned in my laſt letter, is 
what reafon muſt approve of: for this grand deſign of aboliſp- p 
ing death, and bringing life and immortality to light, was worthy | 
of him; and no greater evidence of its truth could have been 
reaſonably deſired, than has been given by his crucifixion, re- 
ſurrection, and aſcenſion. And it is abundantly evident by 
the proofs of theſe two latter facts, that his deſigns in fuffer- , 
ing death were great, important, and worthy of God. And | 
if you cannot yet bear to look upon all the reafons which the | 
ſcriptures give for his ſufferings, and eſpecially upon that of 
redemptign through the blood of the croſs, be careful not to reject 
that event, in which reaſon may certainly obſerve the beauty 
and importance of the five deſigns mentioned above. And if 
you ſhauld ever come to feel and know your fallen eſtate, you 
would then rejoice to believe in that glorious Redeemer who 
was wounded for our tranſgreſſions; and who his own ſelf bare 
our fins in his own body an the tree, that we being. dead to fin, 
ſhould live unto righteouſneſs: by whoſe ftripes ye were healed. 
Till then I would wiſh you to ſuſpend yopr judgment, and as 
1 2 | far 
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far as you can approve, but do not 2 * you do no 
underſtand, 


_ You have endeavoured, by a little ridicule, to even FG 


miracle of Zonah's being ſwallowed by a large fiſh, and being 
kept alive for ſome time there and afterwards delivered. Ir 
this tes hard for Gad? More than infinite. power can petform? 
Some ſuppoſe the account not true, becauſe none of thoſe 
fiſhes that we commonly call whales are found in the Medi- 
terranean; but if ſuch perſons knew that the eaſtern nations 
are accuſtome to call any large fiſhes, whales, and any conſi- 
derable collection of waters, ſeas, they might ſpare. themſelves 
the folly of ſuch weak remarks. There are fiſhes enough in 
the Mediterranean of the ſhark kind, that have ſufficient 
throats to ſwallow,a man whole, and bellies large enough to 
hold him. And I believe Almighty power is both able to 
cauſe a fiſh to ſwallow a man, and to preſerve the man alive 


in his belly part of three nights and days, and then to com- 


mand the fiſh to bring him ſo near to the ſhore as to caſt him 
out upon dry land. If God can perform this, it will be hard 
for you to prove that he did not; eſpecially as the propllet by 
refuſing to obey the divine meſſage which he had received, and 
attempting to avoid the preſence of God, or to go ſo far off 
that he could not be ſent to Nineveh, gave the higheſt poſſible 
occaſion and provocation to the Deity, to exert his power to 


ſtop and diſappoint Jonah, and yet to preſerve him, humble 


him, and at length cauſe him to go and deliver the meſſage 
that was ſent by him to the Ninevites, which was attended 
with moſt ſurpriſing effects. I can ſee nothing ridiculous, or 
unworthy of God. When ] firſt heard this part of your book 
read, I ſaid, © If there is any wit in that ridicule, I muſt ac · 


i knowledge that I have not enough to fee it.. 


I have frequently heard and read this miracle of Jon's 
teing ſwallowed by the fiſh, ridiculed, denied, or explained 


aways 
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away, by infidels, Deiſts, and even profeſſing Chriſtians ; bur 
I never heard any obj ect to, or diſpute, or attempt to ridicul 
thoſe great miracles recorded in the dook of Daniel ; the pre- 
ſervation of the three men in the fiery furnace, into which 
they were caſt by the command of the king of Babylon, for 
refuſing to bow down to his golden image; and that of Daniel 
himſelf in the den of lions, who was caſt there for making 
ſupplication to JEHOVAH. Theſe were as great miracles as 
the preſervation of Jonah, and the firſt ſeems far more aſto- 
niſhing ; but then theſe were done before the kings of Chaldea, 
and Media, and Perſia, and-in the preſence of all their nobles, 
and many thouſands of their ſubjets; and the pecullar cir- 
cumſtances were ſuch, that a thinking man could about as 
ſoon diſbelieve the Being and perfections of a God, as refuſe 
his aſſent to the belief of thoſe moſt wonderful miracles after a 
ſerious conſideration of the'caſes, as ſtated in Dan. iii. and vi. 
And beſides, theſe mitaeles occaſioned two public decrees or 
edicts, regiſtered and publiſhed through the vaſt dominions of 
thoſe kings, ſtating and atteſting theſe aſtoniſhing diſplays of 
Almighty power, ſo publicly made known; and forbidding all 
their ſubjects, under pain of death, to ſpeak any thing amiſs 
of ſuch a God, commanding them to tremble and fear before 
him; ſince none but he could deliver them after ſuch a ſort. 
But though the account of Jonah had not all thoſe remark- 
able circumſtances to corroborate it, as the above-mentioned 
miracles had ; yet thoſe who pay any conſiderable regard to 
the perſon and character of Chriſt, can have no more doubt of 
Jonah's-being ſwallowed by a fiſh, than of any other fact; be- 
cauſe the Saviour himſelf often mentioned it, and alluded to it, 
which he would not have done, if it had not been true; and 
therefore in refuſing to believe it, the character of Feſus'is [ct 
at nought. The following quotations are therefore made for 
the 
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the confutation of thoſe who profeſs to be Chriſtians, and yet 


join-with you in ridiculing this piece of ſcripture hiſtory. - 

St. Matt. xii. 38, 30, 40, 41. © Then certain of the fcribes 
and of the phariſees anſwered, ſaying, Maſter, we would fee 2 
tien from thee. But he anſwered and faid to them, An evil 
and adulterous generation ſeeketh after a ſign, and there ſhall 
no fign de given to it, but the ſign of the prophet Janas. For 
as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's (or 
fih's) belly, fo ſhall the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh ſhall 
rife up in the judgment with this generation, aud ſhall con- 
demn it, becauſe they repented at the preaching a * and 
pehobd, a greater than Jonas is here. 

St. Matt. xvi. 4. A wicked and adulterons generation 
ſeeketh after a ſign, and there ſhall no ſign be given unto it, 
but the ſign of the prophet Jonas.” 

St. Luke xi. 29, 30, 32. © And when the people were ga- 
thered thick together, he began to ſay, This is an evil gene- 
ration: they ſeek a ſign, and there ſhall be no ſign given to it, 


dut the ſign of Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas was a ſign to 


the Ninevites, fo ſhall alſo the Son of Man be to this genera- 
tion. The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe up in the judgment 
with this generation, and ſhall condemn it : for they repented 
at the <0: g of __ and behold, a greater than Jonas is 
here.” 

Sc people muſt either believe the - hiſtory of Jonah, as _ 
in the ſcripture, or muſt judge the Saviour an ignorant perſon, 


or an impoſtor, or that the evangeliſts aſſure us, that he ſaid 


what he did not. For my own part, I ſhall chooſe the firlt, 
let others do as they will. 

The hiſtory of Jonah, and his being impriſoned in the belly 
of the fiſh,-was typical of our Saviour's death and burial ; and 
his coming out alive, was a figure of our Lord's reſurrection; 

_ conſequently 
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people might ſtand, but the height was ſo great, that I think 
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conſequently, thoſe who laugh at the former, malt rejoQ? the 


latter ; and this but ill becomes Chriſtians. 

After the many proofs. of real miracles, which I Ara de 
from the ſcriptures, far more than barely enough to prove di- 
vine revelation, it is hardly worth my while to notice what 
you have (aid, reſpecting what you call the moſt extraardinary 
of all things, called miracles, in the New Teſtament, that of the 
devil flying away with Jeſus Chriſt, &c. . I do not know that 
this was ever called a miracle by any author before yourſelf, 
and the New Teſtament does not fay that he devil fleev away 
with Jeſus Chrift ; there were other methods of taking him 
from place to place, beſides that of flying. But as Jeſus ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be tempted by the prince of the power of the 


air, he doubtleſs gave him a fair opportunity of trying all his 


arts, by which he has ſo often prevailed over mankind, but by 
which he could not prevail in the leaſt degree over our Re- 
deemer. Satan tempts mankind without appeariag viſibly to 


them, becauſe they have that tinder within them, upon which 


the ſparks of his temptations too often light with ſucceſs; but 
as the prince of this age, or the devil, had nothing in Ghrif, 


as he ſays, ** The prince of this world (or age) cometh, and 
hath nothing in me;“ St. John xiv. 30. ſo, doubtleſs, in order 


to tempt him, Satan appeared in a viſible form, and ſpake to 
him in an audible voice, or elſe I catinot ſee how he could 
tempt Chrif at all, which he certainly did: for Feſus ** was 
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without fin.” Heb. 
Iv. 15. 

Some have imagined that the higheſt pinacle of the ads 
was like the top of the ſpire of a church ſteeple, and therefore 
object to the relation on that account, ſuppoſing that Chrif 
and Satan could not in perſon have ſtood there together: but 
the higheſt pinacle, was only the very lofty battlement, where 


it 


9 


Ty. 
ii is particularly mentioned by Foſephis, as enough to cauſy 
one's head to turn ronnd, or grow giddy to look down. : 

'You think, „That the idea or belief of the word of God 
exiſting in print, or in writing, or in ſpeech, is inconſiſtent in 
itſelf,” &c. This is to repreſent the Deity as far weaker and 
more inſufficient than man: we can cauſe our words to exif 
in ſpeech, writing, or print, as we pleaſe z and if we were al. 
ways to live, and retain our faculties, we could with eaſe pre. 
ſerve them for ever free from any material alterations. But 
to deny our Almighty Creator, the infinitely wiſe, powerful, 
and good God, to have ſufficient ability to cauſe his word to 
be ſpoken, written, or printed, and to preſerve it pure, would 
in itſelf excite laughter by its abſurdity, did not the profanens 
| and blaſphemy of it, excite deteſtatian, and ſhock the ſerious 
mind. Who is the author of language; who taught man at 
firſt to write, read and underſtand ? did not his Creator? 

J have already proved, that the Bible is the word of God, 
exiſting in writing and print: it has been miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved hitherto, and it will remain to the end of time; and: 
few errors, whether of copyiſts, tranſlators, or printers, no 
more hinder its being ſtill the word o God, than the errors of 
the preſs in the ſeveral editions of -your Age 7 Reaſon, make 
It not to be your production. 

It was never poſſible at any one time, for . ad- 
dition, ſuppreſſion, or alteration to be made in the Bible, with- 
out being immediately detected; and as for fabricating the 
whole, which was written by different hands, from Maſes down 
ta St. John, during the ſpace of near ſixteen hundred years, 
from the year of the world 2512, the year that {/rael came out 
of Egypt, till the year of our Lord 96, correſponding to the 
| Year of the world 4103, it is too abſurd to think: upon ſot a 
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The Bible — written tia of God in 
which we cannot be deceived ; "it proclaimeth his power, it 
publiſheth his wiſdom, i it manifeſts his goodneſs and beneſi- 
cence, And it teaches us to imitate the moral goodneſs and 
beneficence of God towards all his creatures; ; it forbids re- 
yenge, wrath, envy and malice, between man and man ; and 
teaches us to love one another, and to do good to all, even to 
our enemies, and to be kind, even to uſeful beaſts. It gives us 
the higheſt proofs and Hopes of immortality that we could even 
wiſh for. And thus in every reſpec, it bears evident marks 
of its divine original, The nations that have not had the 
Bible, or that do not Nad it, moſt diſagree, have moſt redun- 
dancies in their religion, as well as moſt ſhocking deficiencies, 
and are generally ĩdolators: this is ſtrange and unaccountable, 
of the book of creation is preferable to the Bible to learn true 
religion from. When the knowledge, belief; love, and prac- 
tice of the ſeriptures ſhall be univerfal, then ſhall all men be 
of one mind; all ſhall reverence their Creator, and love one 
another. The Lord Hall be King aver all the earth; then there 
ſhall be one Lord, and his name One. An univerſal religion 
ſhall then prevail; God will turn to the people a pure language, 
that they may all call upon the nameof the Lord, to ſerve him with 
ave confent. See Zech. xiv. 9. Zech, iii. g. 

HAVING noticed the moſt material objeQions in your 
book, againſt the Chriſtian ſyſtem, and according to my ſmall 
abilities, defended divine revelation againſt the ridicule (for I 


"cannot call it argument) whereby you have ſought to over- 


throw it, I now take my leave of you, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your ſincere friend, &c. 
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